
YOUR SERMONS ARE TOO LONG 

  

"And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all 

that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. And he read 

therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before 

the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive unto the book of the law" (Neh. 8:2-3). 

 

   Recently, a young preacher called me and was telling me about his experience preaching for a 

congregation that was considering him for the minister position. He said that about thirty 

minutes into his sermon, one of the elders raised his hand and started pointing to his watch as 

if to say, "It's time to stop." When talking to one of the men about the work a few weeks later, 

the gentleman told him that his sermons were too long and that he'd have to shorten them if 

he were to come there. I asked the young man how long he generally preached, and he told me 

he never preached longer than forty-five minutes. 

 

   He was not the first minister who's been told his sermons were too long, and I'm quite certain 

he won't be the last. I've had several folks tell me the same thing, and some have even gotten 

up and walked out after twenty minutes. I've heard it said that we, Gospel preachers, need to 

be considerate of other people's time and remember that a person's attention span is only 

twenty minutes. I agree that we need to be considerate of others, but I disagree with the 

statement that a persons attention span is only twenty minutes. If that were true, how do you 

explain folks sitting and watching a ball game or NASCAR race for hours on end? How do you 

explain the hours a person will spend in front of a television or computer screen? The truth is, 

the length of one's attention span is determined by the interest they have toward something. 

The more interested a person is in something, the more time that person will give toward it. 

 

   Notice from the above cited text that there was nothing extraordinary about the sermon Ezra 

preached. He simply read to them from God's Word, and he did so from morning until midday. 



Interestingly, as the Word was read, the people stood (Neh. 8:5). And inspiration records that 

the people "were attentive to the book of the law." They attentively stood for hours to hear 

God's Word proclaimed, and they did so because they were interested in spiritual things (cf. 

Mat. 6:33; Col. 3:1-2). How interested are we in those things that are spiritual? The amount of 

time and attentiveness we give toward it will reveal our answer. 
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