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The object of the television game show is to outwit, outsmart, and outlast the 

opponents. It’s CBS’ hit series, “Survivor”. The participants are dropped off on a remote 

island or location and expected to survive by their own resourcefulness. They compete 

against each other in challenges and when they lose, they must go to “tribal council” to 

vote off one of their fellow contestants. Many times the players resort to childlike 

behaviors as they try to be the one to survive and win the $1 million dollar prize. 

Can you remember back to your days in middle school and high school? For some 

of us, it is harder than for others, but do you remember days when you felt you had been 

dropped into an episode of “Survivor?” Fellow classmates were vying for others’ 

approval. You walked down the hall only to have an immediate silence fall over a group 

huddled to one side. You witnessed lying, bragging, gossiping, and backstabbing all 

while sitting at the lunch table. While time helps to ease the pain of these awkward 

moments for us, our children are currently experiencing these painful moments. What 

knowledge do we have that can help them “survive” these times? 

 We know that God is a Survivor. In today’s world, we are expected to be 

“politically correct” and accept another one’s god. There is Buddha, there is Allah, there 

is the inner god of self, and on and on. However, Jehovah God has proven Himself as the 

Almighty God. Remember the Lord’s victory over Baal on Mount Carmel found in 1 

Kings 18:17-40. The fire of the Lord consumed not only the sacrifice but also consumed 

the wood, the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. God 

proved Himself as The Great God and proved that no other was like Him. “Nor is there 

any God besides You” (II Samuel 7:22)! 

 We know that Jesus survived. Jesus became flesh and lived as we do (cf. John 

1:14). He felt sadness and hurt just like we do today. He was tempted the same as we are 

(cf. Hebrews 2:18). However, He was ultimately different from us. He was able to get 

angry, to be hurt, to be tempted and yet did not sin (cf. Hebrews 4:15). Because He 

committed no sin, He was able to be the sacrifice for our sin once and for all (cf. Hebrews 

10:10-14). He died on the cross for us but that was not the end. He was victorious over 

death (Romans 6:9). Jesus Survived! 

 We know that God’s Word survives. II Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.” The Bible is God’s Word. We can know comfort, wisdom, and 

guidance directly from God. The Word is “living and powerful, and sharper than any 

two-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). God’s Word is Truth (John 17:17). It is everlasting 

(Revelation 14:6). God’s Word is approximately 2000 years old and will not be voted 

off the Earth! 
 If our children’s feet are firmly planted in these truths, then no matter what others 

may do to them, they can survive. “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man 

do to me,” declares Psalm 118:6. “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 



us, who can be against us,” reads Romans 8:31. In times when they feel that they are 

being “voted off the island,” our children can know that they are survivors! They are 

“more than conquerors through Him” (Romans 8:37). No one else can “snuff out their 

torches.” Other people’s votes against them don’t count. They have the “gift of 

immunity” for “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him” (II Corinthians 5:21). Thanks be to God who gives us 

the victory (cf. I Corinthians 15:57) and the prize worth more than $1 million! 


