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Homosexuality is not a new lifestyle; it has always existed as a moral issue. In America 

today, advocates of homosexuality have elevated it to a divisive political issue. Liberals insist 

that homosexuals have the “right” to marry, to adopt children, and to be accepted as normal by 

society and law. They shout “hate crime” when Christians teach that homosexuality is sinful. On 

the other hand, conservatives insist that we need a constitutional amendment to ban homosexual 

marriage. How have other societies historically dealt with homosexual issues? What are the 

consequences when homosexuality becomes part of the political fabric in a nation? 

America is often compared to ancient Rome, particularly by matching the moral decay 

that led to Rome’s fall with current statistical trends in America. The history of homosexuality in 

Rome gives interesting insights into the consequences of going down the wrong path. In the 

Roman Republic, the period from the expulsion of the Etruscan kings in 509 B.C. to the Battle of 

Philippi in 42 B.C., homosexuality was often attacked as effeminate and immoral behavior. 

Although many people promoting the homosexual agenda today like to tout that homosexuality 

between a master and slave was a common practice, there is substantial evidence that this was 

not historically accurate.  

Livy, an Augustan period historian, describes a riot that broke out in 326 B.C. after a 

master beat his slave for refusing his sexual advances. The senators condemned the master’s 

behavior and the idea that indentured servitude included sexual favors. There is evidence that at 

this period in Rome’s history, homosexual acts were condemned by law, even by consent with 

free individuals and even if one of the individuals was a prostitute. Another historian Valerius 

Maximus related that a tribune was brought to trial for soliciting a youth of a good family. His 

crime was considered so heinous that he was not given the immunity from prosecution normally 

granted that post. This attitude extended into the military. Maximus relates that in 104 B.C. 

General Marius declared that a frontline soldier legally killed a tribune who had tried to accost 

him sexually. 



Indeed, the attitude toward homosexuality was that it was weak, effeminate, and anti-

Roman. Referring to someone as a homosexual was an attack on his morality or character. 

Romans generally believed that the Greek acceptance of the homosexual lifestyle, and the further 

perversion of pederasty, was what led to their enslavement by Rome, and that to embrace similar 

attitudes would lead to the same situation for Rome. 

As Imperial Rome replaced the Republic, attitudes about homosexuality and morality 

began to change. While the attitude of many historians seems to be one of disdain for the change, 

homosexuality grew into a rampant practice throughout the empire. Hedonism had replaced 

morality and led to some of the darkest times for the empire. Of the first twelve Caesars, eleven 

were homosexual or bi-sexual in their practices. A quick review of their debauchery and 

excesses on all levels shows the society in which early Christians had to live. Caligula and Nero 

represent the worst of the Caesars. Each murdered many people literally or by proxy. Each led 

extravagant building projects. For example, Caligula had huge pleasure ships built regardless of 

cost, and Nero took advantage of the burning of Rome to build his own palace in front of the 

temples of the dominant gods of Rome, setting himself as an object of worship. It is well 

documented that each participated in sexual acts with boys, young men, and women, including 

incest and other acts so despicable that I will not mention them here. Nero’s self-indulgence 

eventually led to his suicide to avoid his own murder in 69 A.D., which caused a crisis for the 

empire when three emperors claimed the throne at once.  

They were not alone in their debauchery, however; Cato made this remark about Julius 

Caesar: He was “every woman’s husband, and every man’s wife.” Homosexuality was so 

rampant later in Rome’s history that there was a decline in the birth rate among aristocrats, 

which led to a leadership shortage. An examination of the sources shows that widespread 

homosexuality was a symptom of the overall moral decay that led to the decline and eventual 

collapse of the Roman Empire.  

In his book Family and Civilization, Dr. Carle Zimmerman, Harvard professor emeritus, 

examined several civilizations and empires and identified eight key patterns of behavior that 

signaled their decline and eventual collapse:   

 Marriage lost its sacredness; it was frequently broken by divorce.  



 Traditional meaning of the marriage ceremony was lost. Alternate forms and 

definitions of marriage arose, and traditional marriage vows were replaced by individual 

marriage contracts.  

 Feminist movements appeared, and women lost interest in child bearing and 

mothering, preferring to pursue power and influence.  

 Public disrespect for parents and authority in general increased.  

 Juvenile delinquency, promiscuity, and rebellion accelerated.  

 People with traditional marriages refused to accept family responsibilities.  

 Desire for and acceptance of adultery grew.  

 Tolerance increased for sexual perversions of all kinds, particularly 

homosexuality, with a resultant increase in sex-related crimes.
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The Bible clearly states that homosexuality is an unacceptable practice before God. God 

presided over the first marriage. He then gave the first command to Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful, 

and multiply, and replenish the earth” (Genesis 1:28). In the Law of Moses, He clearly condemns 

homosexuality (Leviticus 18:22; 20:13). God’s attitude did not change in the millennia after the 

Law of Moses; the New Testament writers describe homosexuality as “against nature” and 

“unrighteous” (Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). His view is the same today as it was then 

(Hebrews 13:8). 

When we examine the historical evidence, we can see that Christians are far from being 

homophobic or advocates of hate-speech. Americans have the right and obligation to speak out 

about an unhealthy, unproductive, degenerate lifestyle that erodes the moral fabric of our society.  
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