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What Does the Future Hold? 

Phil Sanders 

 

 Tabloid prognosticators provide a lot of amusement with their predictions each January. 

Few take note in December whether they have foretold anything. Moses warned that if the thing 

a supposed prophet says “does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD 

has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.” 

(Deut. 18:22). 

 Amos told Amaziah, “I am not a prophet, nor am I the son of a prophet; for I am a 

herdsman and a grower of sycamore figs” (Amos 7:14). There is no claim in this article to any 

special revelation from God. Some trends, however, are taking place in America which point to 

unprecedented changes and problems. 

 The Preacher said in Ecclesiastes 10:14, “No man knows what will happen, and who can 

tell him what will come after him?” We don’t know what the future holds, but we are seeing 

some alarming trends worth our notice. We hope and pray we can reverse some trends. 

 Solomon said, “I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift and the battle is 

not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise nor wealth to the discerning nor favor to men 

of ability; for time and chance overtake them all.  Moreover, man does not know his time: like 

fish caught in a treacherous net and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at 

an evil time when it suddenly falls on them” (Eccl. 9:11-12). 

 Ignorance of the social changes happening in America is no virtue. Societal change 

suggests that Christians are losing ground in the cultural war. Many parts of America are filled 

with darkness and need the light of Christian truth and morality. 

  

The Theological Picture 

 Nearly half of Americans are not sure God exists, according to a Harris poll taken in 

October. The poll found that 42 percent of US adults are not “absolutely certain” there is a God. 

This compares to 34 percent who felt the same way just three years ago.  

 The same poll found that Americans are confused about the gender of God. While 36 

percent said God is male, 37 percent said that He was neither male nor female. Ten percent said 

God was both male and female, and one percent thought of God as female.  The Bible has no 

such confusion. Biblical words such as God, Lord, and Father are unquestionably masculine, and 

the pronouns used to speak of God are uniformly masculine.  

 As to whether God is involved in the world, 29 percent of Americans believe God 

controls events on Earth, while 44 percent said God observes but does not control what happens. 

 Jeremiah 18:7-10 says, “At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning 

a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; if that nation against which I have spoken 

turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it. Or at another 

moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to build up or to plant it; if 

it does evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I will think better of the good with which 

I had promised to bless it.” 

  

The Family Picture 
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 According to the US Census Bureau, the population of the United States hit 300 million in 

October, 2006. The average household now has 2.6 people per home, which is a new low. In 

1915, when the US population was 100 million, the average number of people sharing a 

home was 4.5. 

 For the first time, traditional marriage has ceased to be the preferred living arrangement in 

the majority of U.S. households. While 49.2 percent of US households are comprised of 

traditional marriage, 55.8 million households (50.2 percent) were made up of other types of 

living arrangements.   

 Cohabiting is one the fastest growing types of household; 41% of American women ages 15-

44 have cohabited (lived with an unmarried different-sex partner) at some point. 

 More than 14 million households were headed by single women, another five million by 

single men, while 36.7 million belonged to a category described as "nonfamily households," 

a term that experts said referred primarily to gay or heterosexual couples cohabiting out of 

formal wedlock. 

 More than 30 million households are comprised of unmarried men and women living alone 

(26%). 

 US Census reports show 67 percent of the nation’s 73.5 million children under 18 lived with 

two married parents in 2005. About 20.7 million children under 18 lived with one parent; 

17.2 million with their mother and 3.5 million with their father. 

 According to the 2005 National Vital Health Statistics preliminary report, 36.8 percent of all 

births in America were to unmarried mothers. This figure drops to 25.4 percent of Non-

Hispanic whites but rises dramatically among Non-Hispanic blacks to 69.5 percent. Among 

Hispanics, 47.9 of mothers were unwed. 

 Among teens more than 80 percent of births were to unmarried mothers. 

 

 Douglas Besharov, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, a Washington-

based think tank, said it is difficult for the traditional family to emerge unscathed after three and 

a half decades of divorce rates reaching 50% and five decades out-of-wedlock births. 

 "Overall, what I see is a situation in which people — especially children — will be much 

more isolated, because not only will their parents both be working, but they'll have fewer 

siblings, fewer cousins, fewer aunts and uncles," the scholar argued. "So over time, we're moving 

towards a much more individualistic society." 

 

The Moral Picture 

 According to George Barna Busters (“Busters” are those born between the years of 1965 

and 1983. Currently, Busters are ages 23 through 41.)  were twice as likely to have viewed 

sexually explicit movies or videos; two and a half times more likely to report having had a sexual 

encounter outside of marriage; and three times more likely to have viewed sexually graphic 

content online. More than two-thirds of Busters said cohabitation and sexual fantasies are 

morally acceptable behaviors, compared with half of older adults. Most young adults contended 

that engaging in sex outside of marriage and viewing pornography are not morally problematic, 

while only one-third of pre-Busters agreed. Almost half of Busters believed that sexual 

relationships between people of the same sex are acceptable, compared with one-quarter of older 

adults.  

 Busters were more likely than older adults to say that in the past month they had used 

illegal drugs and had gotten drunk. Busters were twice as likely as their parents’ generation to 
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use profanity in public, to say mean things about others behind their back, to tell something to 

another person that was not true, to do something to get back at someone who hurt or offended 

them, to take something that didn’t belong to them, and to physically fight or abuse someone.  

 According to the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth, six percent of men (18-44 

yeas of age) and eleven percent of women (18-44 years of age) have ever had any same-sex 

sexual contact. Within the last year only 2.9 percent of men and 4.4 percent of women had same-

sex contact. 

 

What Can We Do? 

 It should not surprise us that the world, if left alone, will become worldlier. Our country 

today needs just what it has always needed: faith, hope, and love. They still need the light of the 

world and the salt of the earth in Christians who live their faith. 

 There is more to the traditional family than a marriage license. The home as God would 

have it is still the most blessed place on earth, filled with love and hope. Statistics show that 

children who grow up in godly homes with both parents have the best opportunity to achieve 

happiness and success in life. 

 We need godly, pure men who will be faithful and loving husbands and fathers, men who 

are committed to serving God and their families. Many of the problems in America can be traced 

to the absence of godly men who are faithful to their families. We need men who will put their 

families before their jobs or their pleasures. We need Christian fathers who take seriously the 

role of training their children spiritually (Eph. 6:4). 

 We need godly, morally pure women who know how to love their husbands and children 

(Tit. 2:4-5) and will not walk away from them when times get tough. 

 We may not reverse the trends of the world, but we can determine to make a difference in 

our own lives. A better world begins with me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


