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 A few years ago I became so paranoid about the Internet that a commercial on television 

promoting a particular online company or service caused me to jump for the controller and flip the 

channel, being unable to even bear viewing an advertisement.  Why?  Because at the time, I had a 

wife who, over a period of several months, became increasingly and obsessively enamored with 

“chat rooms,” and the many “boyfriends” I would find out later she met there.  Eventually leaving 

our three children and me, she crossed the country to move in with a man she “met” on the Internet.  

She later left him, moved in with another, returned to the first, then took up with another and still 

another, meeting other subsequent suitors via Internet also.  So I learned something – firsthand, by 

way of personal experience – about the destructive power of this modern technology.  Since then, I 

have come to know of other marriages damaged, some ultimately destroyed, by chat rooms and 

other Internet excesses.  Recently I counseled a couple facing severe marital crisis which began 

with a chat room.  The wife in the marriage “found” an old high school boyfriend via Internet, 

began conversing with him, convinced him she wasn’t married (she was), became enamored with 

him (he was married, but “unhappy”): they became excited by one another, provocative photos were 

exchanged, and now I find myself, as a minister and friend, trying to help these people put their 

marital relationship back together.  She is desperately sorry, regretting anything ever started; he is 

unresolved and unconvinced, too hurt and mad to know if he will forgive.  Will this marriage 

survive?  At this point, I couldn’t possibly predict. 

 Even secular advice columns, such as “Dear Abby,” have addressed questions regarding 

marital “unfaithfulness” via Internet sites and chat rooms, and the great harm generated thereby.  If 

you don’t think we have a problem here, you’re just not paying attention! 



 Of course there is great power for good via Internet:  recently I began a home Bible study 

with a man in a nearby community who “discovered” the churches of Christ through a Bible study 

course he found online.  Many have been taught the gospel using this powerful tool.  So, is the 

Internet good or bad?  Yes!  Both!  With great power for good comes likewise tremendous potential 

for evil.  Pornography, for example, formerly obtainable only in undesirable out-of-the way places, 

wrapped in brown paper, is now upfront, easily accessible, and available in one’s living room, 

family room, or bedroom.  Does anyone not perceive a terrific danger in this?   

Wisdom, discretion, and good judgment must be exercised in the suitable use of this modern 

technological marvel.  Advantages are acknowledged while dangers are recognized. 

Based on personal experience and observation, as noted above, consider the following 

recommendations regarding computer and Internet use and access: 

1.  BE SURE YOUR COMPUTER IS IN A PUBLIC PLACE.  Having three teen-aged children, 

I wouldn’t think of allowing them Internet access outside the scope of my oversight!  If your 

children have Internet attainable outside your purview, move the computer immediately.  Certainly, 

the temptation to visit forbidden sights will be lessened, if not entirely eliminated, if everyone in the 

family can see what is viewed.  Make sure your computer is not privately accessed by teens, or 

anyone else, or you’ll be asking for trouble!  This is the exercise of common sense which, as 

observed, is sometimes exercised far too uncommonly. 

Recently a national news magazine, U. S. News & World Report, addressed itself to the 

dangers of the Internet to young people in a cover story entitled, “What Parents Need to Know 

About MySpace:  Your Guide to A Kid’s World On the Internet.”  Subtitles spoke of  “How to 

Keep Teens Safe” and “To Snoop or Not” (September 18, 2006, pp. 47-60).  The article dealt with a 

specific popular Teen website, along with potential abuses such sites present:  the threat to young 



people of sexual predators; sexually explicit talk and the exchange of explicit photos; the illegal 

sexual exploitation of minors.  The article states:  “Parents who would never allow their children to 

go to a party unless they knew that an adult would be present let their kids pilot themselves though 

the online world without any supervision whatsoever” (p. 50).  If worldly media acknowledge latent 

perils, how much more ought God’s children, committed to His paradigm of righteousness, concern 

themselves with like considerations?  To ignore these risks is the height of naiveté. 

Existing on the Internet, in graphic description and depiction, is fornication, adultery, 

homosexuality, bestiality, pedophilia, and every other kind of degenerate vice, evil, and wickedness 

the mind of man has devised.  Don’t be deceived.  Protect your children, even if it means no 

Internet access at all.  Better than, than the corruption and degradation of precious, innocent minds.  

Once something is put into one’s thinking, regardless how vile or wicked, it is easily resuscitated, 

and thus the mind becomes defiled (read Romans 1:18-32). 

So, keep your computer where everyone can see it!  If someone in your family doesn’t like 

this restriction, question why they don’t.  What is so important that no one else can see?  Hhhmm!  

Far too much is at stake to ignore such considerations. 

2.  RECOGNIZE THE DANGER TO SELF.  Perhaps you are acutely aware of Internet dangers  

to your children and have taken adequate precautions to protect them.  Good!  Now, make sure you 

also protect yourself.   Perhaps you think you couldn’t be bothered (really, the operative word is 

“tempted”) by such dangers.  Beware!  Many adults have fallen victim to the Intern’s charms and 

deceits, so don’t be fooled! 

 Biologically enamored with visual titillations, men must be particularly sensitive to such 

stimuli.  Wife, don’t allow your husband free and unfettered Internet access.  Husband, recognize 

potential dangers to your marriage and home.  Lest accused of pessimism, realism is the more 



accurate description.  No husband, concerned about faithfulness, need worry that his wife knows 

what he does online; no wife, concerned with purity and holiness for herself or her family, should 

be burdened with competition from a computer screen.  

 Once a Youth Minister, connecting to an Internet server, told me, “Last night I went looking 

for trouble on the Internet, and it didn’t take me long to find it.”  That was several years ago, and I 

am sure the opportunities for “trouble” have only increased.  Never imagine yourself immune from 

destructive temptations available online.  When surfing the Internet, keep the following principles 

as guidance:   

 Psalm 101:3, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes…” 

 Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 

honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 

these things.” 

The mind must think pure things to reflect pure actions and pure speech.  “Blessed are the 

pure in heart:  for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).  God’s people are called to a higher standard 

than the world acknowledges.  “Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16).   It matters little what 

society condones:  God’s standard is our objective, and any deviation there from should be 

unintended and is indefensible for God’s child.  Modern cultures – like ancient cultures during 

which the New Testament was written – vary exceedingly in what is accepted, but God’s standard 

for holiness and purity in actions, words, and conduct, stands inviolate, both then and now!   

 Some other suggestions: 

3.  STRONGLY CONSIDER ACCESS CONTROLS.  Software is available that will limit and 

deny access to questionable Internet sites.  No one in a Christian family, regardless of age, needs to 



obtain pornography.  No conscientious Christian should avail himself of that which is wicked or 

evil.  While concerned about fresh food and clean utensils let us also be interested in wholesome 

thoughts and pure reflections.  Example:  Television.  I long ago taught my children they didn’t 

watch MTV – period!  There are no “ifs, ands, or buts” about this at our house; the channel is not 

allowed.   Are my children bothered?  No!  They just know some things are “off limits” – we don’t 

debate it.  They understand the parameters.     

4.  KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILDREN ARE DOING ONLINE.  As a parent, I emphatically 

reject the notion that children are to have unlimited access or unimpeded liberty to do what they 

desire online.  I don’t allow such “freedom” regarding their coming and going in any other area of 

life – why should I feel their “privacy” is to be unrestricted on a computer?  When mature adults, 

they’ll be responsible for making correct decisions, but until that time parents are responsible for 

helping guide children in thinking and acting.  Parents should feel no compunction or guilt in saying 

“no” to what is harmful.  Society is not raising children, but fathers and mothers are.  Shall we 

sacrifice our young upon the altar of political correctness, or to some current sociological fad?   

 The Internet can be a great tool – a technological marvel unimagined a generation ago.  But, 

there is potential for extraordinary hurt and destruction.  Wise parents – and wise people – will 

recognize this, and tread very, very cautiously. 

 Our children are our most valuable commodity.  We cannot afford to misunderstand this! 


