
Think On These Things... 

 

"And Israel Joined Himself Unto Baalpeor" 

 

     Maybe the most tragic time in Israel's illustrious history came as they were preparing to 

enter the Promise Land (cf. Num. 25:1ff). Forty long years they'd wandered in the wilderness, 

and now it was time to claim their inheritance. What should have been a time of great hope 

and celebration ended up being a time of despair and heartache. The enemy of God's people 

had infiltrated their ranks and influenced them for evil. The Bible declares that Israel "began to 

commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab" (Num. 25:1). Sexual immorality and idolatry 

quickly spread throughout the camp, the likes of which could only be compared to Sodom and 

Gomorrah (Gen. 19). The anger of the Lord was kindled against them, so much so that He sent a 

plague which resulted in the death of some 24,000 (Num. 25:9). The bodies of the deceased 

leaders were hung up for all to see as a warning to all who'd commit such abominable acts. If 

they were to ever move forward and claim their inheritance and be the influence for good God 

demanded of them, their sins would have to be disposed of! 

     And so it is amongst spiritual Israel (the church) today. The enemy (Satan) has employed 

similar schemes in an effort to infiltrate the ranks of God's people; in particular, the lust of the 

flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2:15-16). He knows that sin from within will 

kindle God's anger and will result in much pain and heartache. No greater threat is there to 

God's people, past or present, than the sin of sexual immorality. Such immorality will damn the 



souls of those who engage in it and will thwart the influence and progress of the church (1 Cor. 

5:1ff). 

     The Promised Land is in sight (Heaven). It's a time of great hope and celebration. Let's not 

ruin it by allowing the evil one to infiltrate our ranks and seduce us into committing whoredom. 

Let's sure up our defenses by thinking and engaging only in those things that are true, honest, 

just, pure, lovely, and of good report (Phi. 4:8). 
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