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By the time you come to Genesis 13, you find Abraham very wealthy (vs. 2, NIV) 

and his nephew Lot moving about with him with flocks and herds also (13:5). Yet, they 

were feeling overcrowded and quarreling erupted as a result (13:7). Abraham allowed Lot 

to choose the choice selection, the whole plain of the Jordan, while Abraham lived in 

Canaan (13:10-11). Lot ended up pitching his tent near Sodom, and it is here that we are 

given more detail about the city of Sodom, how “the men of Sodom were exceedingly 

wicked and sinful against the Lord” (13:13).  

In Genesis 18, you can read of a conversation between God and Abraham. At this 

point, it has been more than 20 years since the recorded statement found in Genesis 

13:13. The time for judgment had come for the cities of the plain. The Lord spoke and 

asked, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?” (18:17). God told Abraham 

about the coming destruction of Sodom and the other cities, and Abraham asks God, 

“Will you really sweep away the righteous with the wicked?” (18:24). Abraham asked 

God, “What if there are fifty righteous people in the city?” (18:24). The Lord answered 

and said that He would spare the city for the sake of fifty (18:26). Boldly, Abraham 

repeated the question until God agreed that for the sake of ten righteous people He would 

spare the city (18:26-33).  

Today in America, we look around, examine the actions of some of the citizens of 

this country, and ask, “Have we not lost all moral sensitivity in this land? Have we not 

lost all reflection of righteousness?” There are murders in our streets, abuse of the weak, 

and neglect of the helpless. There are countless abortions performed annually, and greed 

corrupts many of our trusted financial advisors. Depravity reeks from appointed 

government officials, with seemingly no consequences, while religion has not only 

become a foreign word— it has also been equated to a “four-letter” word. Medical ethics 

is being pushed beyond its limits, with no thought given to the moral price tag. Because 

“self” is exalted as supreme, the unnoticed infection robs the mind of clear thinking, and 



invades the hearts of men with the bacteria of, “I am the victim,” “I know my rights,” “I 

deserve to be happy,” “I want it all, and I want it now!” 

All along, some “spiritually-minded” look to natural disasters, such as a violent string of 

hurricanes, sweeping tornadoes, or serious drought, and they attempt to find the 

disciplining hand of God. They look at 9/11 and try to convince others of the 

“approaching judgment” of God upon a falling America. They evaluate the current 

economic crisis and try to use our failing economy as proof supporting the notion that 

God is close to bringing this country to its knees. And while I doubt that most of them 

actually desire the destruction of America, it may be that there are some who would love 

to be able to say, “I told you it was coming.” They have greater concern over being right 

with their predictions, than they do about teaching America how to actually do right. 

They are more concerned with reading material that supports their shaky predictions than 

with reading the Word of God. They are consumed with discussion about all the possible 

means God may use to discipline this country, rather than being concerned with 

protecting America from receiving such discipline. Christians must realize that as long 

as all of our time and energy is given to the critique and criticism of America and 

the discussion of some pending discipline from God, we will never give enough 

attention to that which can actually help America’s citizens. Instead of focusing our 

attention on how bad America is, why not focus upon developing children and 

grandchildren that represent what America can be? 

In Genesis 19, the angels of the Lord come to Sodom. In verse 12, they warn Lot of the 

coming wrath and ask if he has any remaining family members in the city. In verse 14, 

Lot goes out and seeks his sons-in-law, but you find that they did not believe him. How 

different the outcome of Sodom might have been if Lot could have reached these men. 

Presumably, these boys would have had parents in the city, and if those boys had reached 

their parents, then the cities would have been spared. Remember that God had promised 

that, for the sake of ten righteous people, He would have relented from his wrath. What 

we should see is not that Sodom was so wicked that ten people could not be found, but 

rather, that if only ten righteous people had been found, utter destruction could have been 

completely avoided. 



By way of contrast, let’s look at the word spoken by God about Abraham in Genesis 18. 

God told Abraham that He had chosen him because He knew that Abraham would direct 

his family in the ways of God (18:19). Consider the people of Israel during the time of 

Egyptian bondage and notice that God blessed the children of Israel with numerous births 

(Exodus 1:20). Consider the apostles of the Lord and remember that Jesus sent the twelve 

out with the mission of spreading the Gospel. Understand that each of the situations 

involved a dedicated group of people, living in a culture and society that was pagan. In 

Matthew 23:33-36, Jesus spoke of all the “righteous blood” coming upon “this 

generation” (i.e. the generation of Christ and His apostles), and yet, in the face of an 

incredibly wicked generation, Jesus had twelve men assigned to the job. Sodom indicates 

the level of wickedness present during the time of Abraham, and God said to Abraham, “I 

am going to give you children in the midst of this godless society.” Think about Israel, 

surrounded by deep idolatry, and God multiplied their numbers in that very setting. The 

whole reason for this— God knows that His people will produce godly children and 

grandchildren who will permeate the societies in which they live, which is exactly what 

God intends to happen. 

Consider Nineveh. God spared the entire population (120,000 people, Jonah 4:11) 

even though He said He would overthrow the city, because one man actually made a 

difference, despite his wrong motives and attitudes. Think of what would be the result 

when people with sincere hearts intentionally make choices to make a collective 

difference in our country. We serve a merciful God who has already shown that He is 

willing to do the unbelievable in order that people might be saved: He sent the Christ for 

this very reason (Romans 5:8). We know of God’s longsuffering (2 Peter 3:9). Yet, it is 

true that America has lost her sense of direction and many original intents have been 

thrown by the way-side, changed, or manipulated to mean things never designed by our 

forefathers. Rather than sitting back and criticizing, let’s be intent upon helping undo the 

mess that has certainly been made over the last 50 years (if not longer). It has well been 

said, “If we are not part of the solution, then we are part of the problem.” Christians 

cannot afford to be passive. So what can Christians do to help America? 

Understand It’s Your Job 



God said about Abraham, “I know that he will direct his children” (emp. added). 

Fathers, it is time to step up and put your faith into action. It is your job to direct your 

children. If you have a wife, your job is not fulfilled by placing the responsibility of 

the children upon her shoulders. She is to help you meet these expectations. Dads must 

be involved. Stop passing the buck; stop making excuses; stop living as though you are 

the “dumb guy” portrayed on TV sitcoms; stop pretending you are doing the job if you 

are not. It is time for men to be leaders. Mothers, stop placing the 101 things you “must” 

do in front of this responsibility; stop being more concerned with the exterior 

presentation of your children and start sculpting the inner beauty of a deep faith; stop 

saying, “Well, he’s supposed to be the leader,” all the while the job goes undone. If 

Christians are to make a difference in our country, then we must see our children and our 

grandchildren as priority number one. 

Believe You Can Do It 

God said about Abraham, “I know that he will direct his children.” See that God 

did not say, “I’ve been thinking about something I want to run by you . . . what would 

you say to Me giving you some children and you taking a shot at parenting?” God 

believed Abraham could and would do the job assigned to him. By way of consequence, 

Abraham believed that he could do it. Nowhere does God expect the impossible of 

mankind. Nowhere does God tell someone to do a job that is impossible for him to do. 

Would God assign us the responsibility of directing our children and our households after 

us if the whole thing rested upon chance? We must stop convincing ourselves that “you 

never know what you are going to get with children.” Put down the books written by the 

godless psychologists and pick up the Bible. The passages related to teaching can be 

trusted. We must get to the point that we not only believe that it can be done, but also that 

what we are doing is really getting it done.   

We have been duped by our society into thinking that we have very little 

influence over our children. Yet God commands us to direct our children and produce 

godly offspring. The sad reality is that many people have failed as parents. Because it is 

an emotionally sensitive issue, we tiptoe around it, making every excuse in the book for 

the sake of not hurting anyone’s feelings, and so we offer them consolation: “your kids 



are the exception.” It is not until we own up to our mistakes and take responsibility for 

our lack of involvement as parents, until we look our kids in the face and say, “I failed, 

but let me explain to you why I failed so you will not repeat the same mistakes,” until we 

as moms and dads look at ourselves and believe that we will not be producers of the 

problem, and until we see that the Bible speaks in encouraging words, not discouraging 

words, telling us that we can do the job given to us, that we will be in a position to make 

a difference in our families and our country.  We must believe that we can do the job God 

has called us to do.  

Focus On Your Own Home 

God spoke about Abraham and said he was to “direct his children and his 

household after him.” This prioritized the scope of the job. Abraham’s first and greatest 

responsibility was to his home. Consider the following: 

You don’t have to have the “ideal” home to produce faithful children and 

grandchildren. Grandparents rearing grandchildren, families where a mother or father 

has died, couples who have been divorced, single parents and step-children are all 

examples of homes that are not exactly “ideal.” Nevertheless, these homes are not to be 

looked down upon, or treated with scorn. Sometimes we convince ourselves that our 

homes must be “perfect” (meeting the ideal), but upon surface examination of the homes 

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, you can quickly see that these families did not meet our 

current definition of “ideal,” and yet God was still able to bring about His desired results. 

What was present in these “dysfunctional” families was a deep trust in the Lord and a 

commitment to doing things His way. 

It is not the job of the Church to direct your children.  Despite the fact that 

this truth has been repeatedly communicated from pulpits and Christian books, we 

continue to believe that if we bring our children to worship that somehow they will get 

the message of living in the way of the Lord. Please understand, if all you are doing is 

offering your child or grandchild a ride “to church” every time the doors are open, and 

you are convinced that you are “directing your children in the way of the Lord,” you are 

deluded. Such one-dimensional “directing” does not begin to meet the expectation of 

directing children in the way of the Lord anymore than taking them to the doctor’s office 



makes them a physician. Stop kidding yourself into believing that your children are 

“getting enough” because you have them in two 30-minute Bible classes. It is my job, not 

the job of the Church or the teachers there. My job happens in my home, not at the 

building. 

Focus on the Promise Factor 

At the close of God’s comments about Abraham, God reminds him of this fact: 

“My promises can be trusted.” God uses what He has promised to Abraham as a means of 

encouragement and motivation for Abraham and his children. If we are trying to direct 

our children in the ways of the Lord, then Heaven must be a constant part of our 

conversations. All instruction, with no talk of the incredible rewards of Heaven, will not 

be sufficient. The Bible speaks of the beauty of Heaven, the safety of Heaven, the glory 

of Heaven. These must be a permanent fixture in our correction and instruction. 

Teach your children to combat temptation with the promise of reward. Our 

children must see the promises of God as being of greater worth than the temporal 

pleasures of sin. Talk to them about faithful people who struggled with temptation by 

keeping their eyes fixed on “things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God” (Colossians 3:1). If Abraham and his children needed reminding of the promises 

God made, then surely we will also need to remind our children of God’s wonderful 

promises for them. 

Is there hope for America? What I can be sure of is this: If godly parents and 

grandparents will take upon themselves these principles, prayerfully calling upon God for 

strength and wisdom, then we will produce the kind of children and grandchildren that 

will bring blessing to this country. We cannot afford to be passive. If you are not really 

“directing” your family in the ways of the Lord, then make up your mind to bring about a 

change to your family, and consequently, to this country, by being more involved in this 

sober responsibility. What changes will you make that will better prepare your children 

for faithful service to our God in the midst of a “crooked and depraved generation, in 

which [they] shine like stars in the universe as [they] hold out the word of life” 

(Philippians 2:15-16)? 


