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Recently a sixth grade science class was set to view the film The Right Stuff while 

studying a unit on the American Space Program. The movie follows the seven astronauts that 

were involved in the Mercury Project that was the first stage in America’s quest for the moon. 

The picture was produced in 1983 and carried a “PG” rating. Furthermore, it was highly 

recommended by a website known for examining the content of films and determining if they are 

suitable for student’s viewing. The Right Stuff was deemed to be acceptable for students ten years 

and older. Imagine the shock and dismay of the teachers when it became necessary to cease the 

viewing after less than one hour because of language and innuendo that was inappropriate for 

any class, much less a sixth grade class. During this entire scenario, the most disturbing factor 

was the absence of any reaction, shocked or otherwise, from the students themselves. 

      Welcome to the world of a public school classroom. Over the past forty-plus years, our 

society has been experiencing a desensitzation process that has found its way into our public 

schools in epidemic proportions. Gone are the days when chewing gum and talking were the 

major offenses. These have been replaced with sexual promiscuity (as young as 11 or 12 years 

old), profanity, blatant disrespect for authority, and the list goes on and on. Unfortunately we are 

at a point in time now when our children are making life-changing decisions at a very tender age.  

      With this environment in mind, the question becomes, “What can a Christian educator do 

to break the trends of the world today and bring students back to a more Christ-centered 

lifestyle?” No small feat considering that the church, and Christianity in general, has had a bulls-

eye painted on its back since the early sixties by evolutionists and other atheistic institutions. The 

misrepresentation of the Founding Fathers’ meaning of the separation of church and state has 

further exasperated the situation and tied the hands of Christian educators for years. 

      Although this paints a pretty grim picture, the challenge of purity in the classroom is not 

a lost cause. The apostle Paul states it best in Philippians 4:13 when he reminds us that all things 

are possible through Christ who gives us strength. Following are four areas that I believe 

Christian teachers need to focus on for there to be a turning of the tide back toward God in our 

public classrooms. 



1. Lead by example 

Romans 12:1 – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of 

worship.” 

In becoming living sacrifices for God there is no more effective way to teach than the 

example we set forth in our own lives. The truth of the matter is, how can we bring 

students out of a worldly existence unless we demonstrate the beauty of Christ in our 

own lives? 

2. Always be compassionate. 

Colossians 3:12 – “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.” 

There is an old saying that you attract more bees with sugar rather than vinegar. To 

reach students, as well as others, we must be sincere in our love for their souls. 

Students are masterful at identifying when someone is not being genuine with them. 

Once the trust is lost between the students and an educator, it may never be 

recovered. Jesus came to earth out of love and compassion for us. If we are to follow 

His example, we must show this same compassion to others. 

3. Set classroom rules around good moral practices. 

1 Corinthians 15:33 – “Do not be misled:  ‘Bad company corrupts good character.’” 

For the past five years I have been practicing the martial art of Tae Kwon Do. 

Although the physical aspect of the art is very beneficial, the moral characteristics 

stand out the most. Included in Tae Kwon Do are five tenets that every student is 

required to practice. These tenets are courtesy, integrity, perseverance, self-control, 

and indomitable spirit and were actually taught by Jesus long before Tae Kwon Do 

was even in existence. The tenets are posted in my classroom as a constant reminder 

to the students of the type of behavior that is expected. Christ is the perfect example 

of these, and by teaching students to follow them, we are guiding them to be Christ-

like. 

4. Students must be held accountable for their actions. 

Proverbs 23:13 – “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the 

rod, he will not die.” 



In a “politically correct” world, consequences for one’s actions have become a relic 

of the past. Unfortunately, we live in a society where no one takes responsibility for 

himself. This has filtered into the classroom resulting in a generation of students, and 

their parents, that are quick to play the victim card even to the point of litigation. To 

combat this, a discipline plan must be in place from the very beginning that the 

students understand will not be wavered on. For any plan to be successful, the 

students must be aware that they will be held accountable, and that there are 

consequences for breaking the rules. 

      In conclusion, the task set before us as Christian educators is monumental. It has been 

said that it takes a village to raise a child. Well, the village is broken and in disarray, denying 

God every step of the way. Until God returns as the focal point in our society, there will be a 

struggle to implement purity in our world as well as the classroom. We are at war for the souls of 

our children, but we can take heart because we know we have the Almighty God in our corner. 

As Paul stated in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

 

     


