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The Question: 

“Who is the smartest person who has ever lived?” Having just asked this question to a 

ballroom overflowing with graduate students and professors, the speaker, a noted author 

and Professor of Philosophy paused. He then expounded on the question by asking, “Who 

is the most prolific biologist, the best writer, the best physicist, most creative artist, or the 

most brilliant mathematician of all time?” By this time my mind was racing engaged in a 

futile struggle trying to devise appropriate answers to these questions. Could he be 

talking about Watson, Crick, Einstein, Newton, Euclid, DeCartes, Shakespeare, Picasso, 

or maybe Da Vinci?  Eight years later, I confess that I am still convicted as I think back 

to the words he spoke next. Looking directly at all of the so-called “educated” people in 

the room he said, “If you did not think of Jesus, why not? And, if you do not believe this, 

how is he LORD? How unintelligent can a LORD be?” Stunned, I sat there wondering 

why I had not thought of Jesus. Why would I have not considered that having been 

intimately involved in designing and creating the entire universe1,2
, Jesus was and is 

indeed the most prolific biologist as well as the most creative artist to ever live? As a 

devoted Christian, why did I feel hesitant to place Jesus in a group of intellectual 

heavyweights and why did I really shy away from placing Him at the top of this group 

almost as if He could not hold His own? Further, why did I feel that belief in God 

precluded and even excluded reason? At that moment, I knew that if I were going to 

profess that Jesus was LORD of my life, I needed to believe it and quit tiptoeing around 

Him with my questions and doubts. Almost with a sense of freedom, I decided that it was 

time for me, a trained scientist, to apply the reasoning abilities that God had given me to 

ask questions and to find answers. I will briefly discuss two of the many issues I set out 

to address. 

 

Doubting—Right or Wrong? 

The first question that I needed to address was whether questioning, in and of itself, was 

wrong. From a young age, I had somehow gotten the impression that having questions or 

expressing doubts was wrong. Perhaps this viewpoint was fueled by an experience that I 

had as a child when I asked a Sunday school teacher where God had come from. She 

became very agitated and chastised me in front of the entire class for asking “such” a 

question. Other times I had seen teachers become flustered and even angry when 

questions were brought up. Does Jesus become flustered or agitated by questioning? As I 

started exploring what the Bible had to say about Jesus’s response to questioning and 

doubting, I immediately was drawn to the Gospel of John in his account of “Doubting 

Thomas.” While many people scoff at Thomas belittling him for his lack of faith, I relate 

to him and am extremely grateful to the Holy Spirit for including Thomas’s story. 

Thomas wanted to see the nail prints in Jesus’s hands and put his hand into Jesus’s side
3
 

and rather defiantly told the other disciples that unless he saw this evidence, he would not 

believe Jesus had risen. Jesus appeared and instead of chastising Thomas for his lack of 
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faith, allowed him to examine the evidence and believe based on this evidence
4
. From 

this interaction, Jesus made the statement that shows his empathy for people such as 

Thomas and myself when he said, “ Thomas because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.
5
” Based on this 

example as well as the loving patience that Jesus displayed to His disciples when 

answering their questions, it seems as though questions brought forth from a sincere heart 

are accepted and welcomed. However, as evidenced by the harsh rebukes that Jesus 

rained down upon the religious leaders of His time, He does not tolerate questioning 

arising from insincere motives
6
. Furthermore, unintimidated by their knowledge, Jesus 

stood his ground against these “intelligent” leaders always answering their questions 

decisively and powerfully.  

 

Faith—The Antithesis of Reason? 

Another question that I quickly encountered is whether or not it is possible to be a 

scientist and still have faith in God. Is science opposed to faith? The unbelieving world 

and many in the scientific community are anxious to perpetuate the notion that no true 

scientist would believe in God. Stephen Jay Gould, an educator at Harvard University 

and leading spokesperson for evolutionary theory, backs this notion by commenting that,  

“professionally trained scientists virtually to a person, understand the factual basis of 

evolution and don’t dispute it.” However, experimental data simply does not support this 

viewpoint or his assertion.  In fact, in 1997, the leading science journal Nature published 

a survey of religious belief among scientists in the United States
7
 showing nearly 40% of 

the 1,000 scientists surveyed said they believed in a personal God—“a God in intellectual 

and effective communication with humankind, i.e., a God to whom one may pray in 

expectation of receiving an answer.” Further, many of these great thinkers actually find 

the pursuit of scientific knowledge as an extension of their spiritual lives
8
. Why is this 

so? Francis Collins, a noted human geneticist who headed a multinational group of 2,400 

scientists leading the publicly funded human genome project (one of the greatest 

scientific achievements of all time), represents many believing scientists well in his 

recent debate with noted atheist Richard Dawkins by answering whether or not science is 

compatible with faith by asserting that indeed science and faith can coexist. In this 

debate, Collins states that, “God's existence is either true or not. But calling it a scientific 

question implies that the tools of science can provide the answer. From my perspective, 

God cannot be completely contained within nature, and therefore God's existence is 

outside of science's ability to really weigh in
9
.” Additionally, Collins explains in his book 

that while science is the only reliable way to understand the natural world, it is powerless 

to answer questions why things happened and still happen
10

. Therefore, science can 

explain the “what” and “how” questions but it cannot answer the most important “why” 

questions. As he says, “One of the strongest motivations of humankind is to seek answers 

to profound questions, and we need to bring all the power of both the scientific and 
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spiritual perspectives to bear on understanding what is both seen and unseen.” As I 

strongly agree with these statements, I find my observations of scientific phenomenon 

humbling and exhilarating inviting me to glimpse just a small part of God’s work in 

creation. Having studied human genetics for many years, I find the evidence for a 

designer and creator incredibly strong. For example, genes, sequences of DNA that give 

instructions for making the building blocks of all organisms, can be combined in various 

ways to produce everything from a human to a hippopotamus to a hydrangea. How did all 

these combinations come to be and why, if they occurred by chance do we not see more 

“mistakes”? Also, although the genetic code is about the best possible for protecting 

against errors, if an error does occur (even changing one letter or small group of letters in 

the 3 billion-letter sequence), devastating effects and diseases are observed (ie., Cystic 

Fibrosis, Huntington’s Disease, Fragile X Syndrome). Again, how did such a system arise 

just by chance and how does it work so effectively for the vast majority of humans, 

animals, and plants if not designed? For many more convincing arguments for God’s 

existence from scientific perspectives, I have found both Michael Behe’s book, Darwin’s 

Black Box
11

, and Francis Collin’s book, The Language of God
10

, to be particularly 

compelling in comparison to many others. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, as I am now convinced that Jesus was and is the greatest scientist of all 

time, it is comforting to know when I go to work that no matter what I find or observe, 

He knows what is in front of me and has already observed it. Thus, now He is allowing 

me to share in the beauty and majesty of creation’s complexity and observe the necessary 

attention to detail that was employed. These thoughts lead me to agree with the 

statements that Nobel research laureate biologist Komfield made over 40 years ago 

commenting that, “while laboring among the intricacies and definitely minute particles in 

a laboratory, I frequently have been overwhelmed by a sense of the infinite wisdom of 

God…one is rather amazed that a mechanism of such intricacy could ever function 

properly at all…the simplest man-made mechanism requires a planner and a maker; how 

a mechanism ten times more involved and intricate can be conceived as self-constructed 

and self-developed is completely beyond me
12

.” 
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