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 Deuteronomy 6:4-9, known as the Shemah, was a memory verse for the Israelite children. 

When Christ states the greatest command, He is quoting the first part of this Deuteronomy 

passage to love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength. When this was quoted, 

there is no doubt that all who heard knew of the passage in its entirety as they had memorized it 

by age five. Our modern-day thought leaves out what came to the Jewish mind when they heard 

the first part of this passage. The entire Shemah, begins with the greatest command but also 

involves confessing the Lord, loving the Lord, memorizing His Word, and teaching His Word to 

our own children. The greatest command is more than just the heart, mind, soul, and strength 

portion. 

 I am sure we all have heard numerous lessons on this passage spoken by Christ in 

Matthew 22:37. But when we look further as the passage in Deuteronomy, we see what it means 

to love God and how we as his people––Christians––can carry this out to His satisfaction and 

glory. 

 The perpetuation of the knowledge of God was intended to be primarily home-based. 

That is, parent- (specifically father-) based. This is contrary to how the majority of Christian 

households ensure there is proper godly teaching of their children. Only their Sunday school 

teachers and youth ministers teach most Christian children.  

 The divine arrangement of how children are to be taught was meant, I believe, to 

conserve and perpetuate the home, family relationships, and the knowledge of the great I AM.  In 

other words, the Israelites were going to rise or fall based upon how well this command was 

carried out to its fullest. We can easily see in the book of Judges how this was not carried out to 

God’s design, and the consequences that arose on the following generations.  

 The way that we are to live out the greatest command involves diligence. We are to 

“teach diligently” to our children God’s Truth. This literally means in the Hebrew to sharpen by 

repeatedly rubbing over and over, much like a pocketknife is sharpened once it becomes dull. 



This begs the question, “How sharp can a knife be?” If you were to ask most young boys, they 

would answer that it can never be sharp enough.  

 Let’s not forget that sharpening the child sharpens the parents also. As the children 

mature and are in need of meat and not milk, those teaching are required to be ready to have an 

answer for tougher questions. It does no good to teach and train our children until the topics get 

too hard to discuss and then tell them to go look elsewhere. When an answer is not given due to 

our own lack of knowledge and Bible study, the seed of doubt about the Truth of God’s Word is 

planted. 

 So what can the present-day followers of Jehovah God learn from the previous followers 

of Jehovah God? There are a few conclusions we can draw which are accurate and time tested 

because the basic of nature of God, and what He expects from those who desire to live their lives 

completely and wholly to His bidding does not change. 

 The main conclusion I draw from this passage is that parents and parents alone are 

commanded to and given the role and responsibility of teaching their own children. Nowhere in 

Scripture do we ever see God commanding any adult to teach just any child. God does not 

command or even suggest that the governments, the church, or school supersede the role and 

responsibility of the parents to their child. Yet somehow that is what has become the accepted 

norm for Christians. God, in His wisdom, says that it takes a parent to rear a child, not a village. 

When the village rears the children, we get the previous Roman, Greek, or Spartan culture as 

well as the present-day American culture. 

 I firmly believe parent-to-child teaching is the way God intended for His children to rear 

their children. I also see the example in Scripture of grandmother Eunice helping teach/train her 

grandson but only due to a derelict Greek father.  

 I also believe we are so far removed from this thought that it is completely foreign to us.  

We can see that an immediate change to a more Biblical way of rearing children would be, to 

many families, a detriment in so many ways. But that fear should not sway us from pressing on 

toward this goal, which may not culminate in our lifetime. This goal beginning at home leads to 

a cultural and societal change. 

     


