
What is the Purpose of Education? 

 

Darlene Bobo 

 

Take a close look at the three cultures that are the pillars of our Western Civilization and 

you will see that these three societies had different underlying values. The Israel of the 

Old Testament, ancient Greece and ancient Rome each had a different value system and 

societal goal.  The Hebrew society was built on the premise and goal of service to God, 

clearly laid out in the Law given by God to Moses.  Greek society was very interested in 

building their culture as evidenced in their contributions to art, drama, and sports.  The 

goal of the Roman society was to build the Roman state into a dominant world power, 

thus a strong state was of utmost importance. 

 

What does this abbreviated history lesson have to do with the purpose of education?  The 

purpose of education is ultimately determined by the goal of the entity providing the 

education.  The educational system of a society will be designed to ensure that the 

educated follow the goal.  Closer investigation into these three societies reveals just how 

closely these fundamental goals were tied to the educational systems.  The Hebrew 

educational system educated for service to God, the ancient Greeks educated for the 

development of their culture, and the ancient Romans educated for the purpose of a 

stronger state.  And these educational systems started teaching children at early ages. 

God clearly underscored His goal for Israel and the educational outline in Deuteronomy 

6:4-7.  "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  
5
" You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  
6
"

 

These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  
7
"You shall 

teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and 

when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.”  Certainly 

God intended His people to be constant and consistent in educating towards His goal. 

The ancient Greeks knew the importance of capturing a child’s heart and mind early.  

Plato said, “You know that the beginning is the most important part of any work 

especially in the case of a young and tender thing:  for that is the time at which the 

character is being formed and the desired impression is more readily taken.  Shall we 

carelessly allow children to hear any casual tales which may be devised by casual 

persons, and to receive into their minds ideas for the most part the very opposite of those 

which we should wish them to have when they are grown up?  We cannot . . . anything 

received into the mind at that age is likely to become indelible and unalterable; and 

therefore it is most important that the tales which the young first hear should be models 

of virtuous thoughts . . . ‘  

 

Societies of our present day have learned and applied these principles of early, constant 

and consistent education.  Sadly, many societies around the globe have adopted an 

educational goal that is far removed from Godly principles.  Indeed, if the ungodly are 

following a plan to gain hearts and minds early, how much more vigilant should 

Christians be in securing hearts and minds for God.   



 

 

Clearly the purpose of education for the Christian is to educate with the ultimate purpose 

of serving God.  And Christian parents have a non-transferable responsibility to see that 

their children are founded in God’s word and in His ways.  What is a Christian parent to 

do, when in many locations they find themselves faced with difficult and unsuitable 

educational choices for their children?   

 

Focus Press is committed to helping families in the battle for the hearts and minds of their 

children for God.  We have developed a long range plan to offer parents sound, effective 

tools to aid them in fulfilling God’s goals for education. Our plan is built on ensuring an 

educational philosophy that is in keeping with God’s purpose for education and on 

preparing our children to fully live out His will in our culture.  We want to be mindful 

that the development of the heart and soul are of eternal importance and to provide an 

education that will allow every child to develop their God-given abilities.  We want to 

strive for excellence in academics so that our children are prepared to take a productive 

place in their country.  We want our combined efforts to bring glory and honor to the God 

we serve.   

 

In many locals, the goal of education is far removed from Godly principles.  We propose 

an alternative.  What is the purpose of the education of your children?   

 

 


