
The Peace of the Cloth 

  

“…see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and 

killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, 

and I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it” (1 Sam. 24:11). 

  

   King Saul was on an expedition to eliminate, once and for all, David, a man who was 

undeserving of such misfortune. Undoubtedly King Saul’s optimism grew as he and his select 

group of elite fighting forces made their way through the strongholds at Engedi. Knowing for 

certain that David and his small army of misfits were just ahead, Saul stopped momentarily to 

rest. He entered into a dark cave unaware that hiding out within it were David and his mighty 

men. News quickly reached David that Saul was there and alone. The opportunity to strike was 

now! But instead of killing the one who had come to kill him, David chose to spare his life. In a 

stealth-like manner, David cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe without the king’s knowledge. Soon 

thereafter, Saul arose and left the cave. David followed Saul out unawares, and then, outside 

for all to see, he revealed to the king what had transpired. The proof of his innocence he now 

held within his hand, the piece (or should I say, Peace) of the cloth he had cut from Saul’s 

garment. Consider some other things that peace of the cloth proved. 

  

1.       It was evidence of reconciliation (24:1-4). A relationship that once was strong and united 

had been severed because of one man’s sin- King Saul’s. Reminds me a bit of the separation 

that takes place when man sins today (cf. Isa. 59:1-2). Fortunately for us, Christ, through His 

death, has made reconciliation possible (cf. Eph. 2:13-19; Heb. 2:17; 2 Cor. 5:18). 

2.       It was evidence of restraint (24:4). How easy it could have been for David to have taken 

Saul’s life, but he didn’t. He exercised restraint. This should remind us all of the restraint Christ 

exercised on our behalf at Calvary. He could’ve easily called upon His Father to send twelve 

legions of angels to rescue Him, but He didn’t(cf. Mat. 26:53). 



3.       It was evidence of remorse (24:5). It troubled David’s heart to know that things had 

digressed to this point. Likewise, Jesus was saddened over the precarious condition of sinful 

man (cf. Mat. 23:37). 

4.       It was evidence of respect (24:6-15). David, despite how Saul had mistreated him, had the 

utmost respect for God’s anointed. Reminds me of the respect Jesus had for His Father, “being 

found in the fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 

death of the cross” (Phi. 2:8). 

5.       It was evidence of righteousness (24:16-17). Saul could no more deny David’s righteous 

deeds than Pilate and the centurion deny the righteousness of Christ (cf. John 18:38; Luke 

23:47). 

6.       It was evidence of royalty (24:18-22). Saul now understands that the throne would be 

taken from him and given to David. And we, like Saul, would do well to acknowledge Jesus as 

the King of kings, and Lord of lords (1 Tim. 6:15).    
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