
The Instrumental Music Issue 

 

The issue of instrumental music verses vocal music in worship to God has been a widely 

debated and controversial subject down through the years. Those in favor of the mechanical 

instrument cite passages like Psalm 33:2-3, where David specifically said to play. But who was 

he writing to, and what Law were they under? In addition, if one basis his/her decision to play a 

mechanical instrument in their worship to God from the Old Law, would they not also be 

obligated to keep all other commandments found therein (Sacrifices, Sabbath, Tithing, 

Circumcision, Burning of incense, etc.)? Last time I checked, the Old Law had been abolished (cf. 

Eph. 2:15), and thus, no longer in effect (cf. Gal. 3:19, 24-25; 5:4). We're under the New Law, 

the Law of Christ, today. The question then is, "What does the New Testament authorize 

relative to the music that's to be used in our worship to God?" 

 

     Interestingly, nowhere in the N.T. is the employment of mechanical instruments in worship 

to God ever authorized. I do, however, find the authority to sing/vocal music (cf. 1 Cor. 14:15; 

Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 13:15; Jam. 5:13; Acts 16:25). These passages make it clear who is to 

sing (everyone, which eliminates solo's and choirs), what we're to sing (psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs), where and when we're to sing (within the assembly - anywhere), why we're to 

sing (to teach and admonish one another - praise God - joy), and how we're to sing (vocally - 

making melody in our hearts to the Lord). 



     Centuries after the apostolic age (1st century), Christian's joined together in singing praises 

to God, and they did so by employing the only instrument authorized by God; that is, the mouth 

and the heart. Chrysostom (347-407) made the following observation: 

"It was the ancient custom, as it is still with us, for all to come together, and unitedly to join in 

singing. The young and the old, rich and poor, male and female, bond and free, all join in one 

song... All worldly distinctions here cease, and the whole congregation form one general 

chorus." 

     It is worth noting that the music employed in worship to God didn't become an issue until 

around the 7th century. That's when man began abandoning inspiration for innovation. 

"The organ is said to have been first employed in the church during the time of Pope Vitalian I 

(666 A.D.). Pepin placed the Constantine organ in the church of St. Corneille at Compiegne in 

755 A.D" (The New International Encyclopedia). 

     In my studies on the subject, I found the statements and practices made by renown leaders 

within various denominations most interesting: 

-"Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than the 

burning of incense, the lighting up of lamps, the restoration of other shadows of the Law" (John 

Calvin- Presbyterian). 

-"Music as a science, I esteem and admire: but instruments of music in the House of God I 

abominate and abhor. This is the abuse of music; and here I register my protest against all such 

corruption's in the worship of the author of Christianity" (Adam Clarke- Methodist). 

-"I have no objection to instruments of music, in our chapels, provided they are neither heard 

nor seen" (John Wesley- Methodist). 



-"The organ is an ensign of Baal" (Martin Luther- distinguished reformer). 

-Charles Spurgeon (Baptist) preached for 20 years to thousands of people weekly in the 

Metropolitan Baptist in London, England, and they did not have musical instruments in the 

worship. 

     God gave us our voices and then commanded us to use them to praise Him! We must come 

before His presence with singing (Psa. 100:1-2). Any other way He will reject. 
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