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The devil is no beginner when it comes to deceiving those who seek after the Truth of 

God’s Word. In Genesis 3, we learn the scheme and the plan just as if we were holding the 

playbook from an opposing team. As Eve is approached by the wily serpent, we see the first 

attack: the question. “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’” (vs. 

1). Eve corrects the serpent in his “misunderstanding” by saying that they can eat from any tree 

in the garden they would like to, except the one in the middle of the garden, which they can’t 

even touch or they would die (vs. 3). It’s at this point we see Satan unleashing the second attack: 

the contradiction—“You will not surely die” (vs. 4). The Devil, not wasting any time and 

striking while the question is rolling inside Eve’s mind, immediately hits her with the third and 

final wave: the alternative. “For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (vs. 5).  

This same plan of attack has been used ever since. Some of the names have changed, and 

the scenery has moved out of the garden of Eden to the four corners of the globe; however, the 

use of first the question, then the contradiction, and lastly the alternative is alive and thriving in 

the ideology known as postmodernism that is infecting the Church through movements such as 

the Emergent Church movement. The Emergent Church movement questions our ability to know 

the truth of the Word of God, contradicts the fact that the truth is objective while claiming it’s 

subjective, and offers as an alternative that truth is really not knowable, so all beliefs are equal as 

we “grow” in our understanding.  

Those who write the books professing this view and leading this movement (Brian 

McLaren, Stanley Grenz, Rob Bell, Donald Miller, and many more) expose the pillars of their 

conclusions when they say things such as, “Arguments that pit absolutism versus relativism, and 

objectivism versus subjectivism, prove meaningless or absurd to postmodern people” (McClaren, 

“The Broadened Gospel, in Emergent Evangelism,” Christianity Today 48 [Nov., 2004], 43). 

McLaren goes on to expose the sand this house is built upon when he writes in his book A 

Generous Orthodoxy, “Missional Christian faith asserts that Jesus did not come to make some 

people saved and others condemned. Jesus did not come to help some people be right while 



leaving everyone else to be wrong. Jesus did not come to create another exclusive religion” (p. 

109).  

While Jesus certainly did not come to establish a new religion in the sense of 

denominational names today that hang on the outside of multi-million dollar buildings, He did 

come with an exclusive message of there being only one way, and that being through Him (John 

14:6). Jesus also taught in Matthew 7:13,14 that there are only two ways, one that leads to eternal 

life and one that the masses are on today leading to destruction. It’s not that the blood of Jesus 

has lost power to save those on the wide path, but rather that they refuse to be shackled to 

righteousness, therefore, choosing to remain enslaved to sin (Romans 6). 

Aside from the many blatant contradictions of the Emergent movement with the Word of 

God, the inconsistency within their own logic also serves as devastating wind and rains. They 

argue that we can’t know absolute truth, all the while claiming that they absolutely know this to 

be true. They’ll say there are no good reasons for what we believe while saying there are good 

reasons to believe this. They also profess that true knowledge is out of our reach while claiming 

they have the knowledge to know that true knowledge is out of our reach. This house is truly 

man’s frail attempt to build a house without the Rock being the foundation. The sand just doesn’t 

hold up! 

This ancient attack plan that Satan uses to deceive is still effective. Movements like the 

Emergent Church as well as others come and go with “new” approaches to how we are supposed 

to live our lives. The absolute truth is, no matter how interesting the questions are, or how strong 

the contradictions might be, or even how good the alternatives might sound, they are all houses 

built on sand. The wind and the waves come and the houses just won’t stand because they are not 

founded on the Rock. 


