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 Intergenerational classes? What is that you ask? Simply put, it is the very opposite of age-

segregated classes where congregations are divided up by dates of birth into Bible class settings 

to learn. In intergenerational classes people of all ages participate as a group. 

 At just the thought of this, many Christians will cringe when thinking about being in a 

class that is multigenerational. Many of our youth may not want to be in class with the old folks, 

older than 35 that is. Several of the elderly in the church hesitate to be in a class like this as they 

are in their comfortable auditorium class seating. 

  Thinking about having a class with those from age 1 day to 100 years or a class 

composed of Christians with different faith maturity levels, will make many in church leadership 

positions wary. Yet, this is the very reason the church needs to have intergenerational classes. 

The fear of those potential problems and not addressing them are part of what has kept the 

Lord’s church from growing and what contributes to the falling away of our youth. 

 We all know that it is the job of those who are “older” to teach the “younger.” Note as 

you read through Titus 2, that it does not delineate between different “older” people. What I 

mean is that a 30-year old is older than the 20-year old even though he is younger that a 55-year 

old. Every older person has some knowledge or wisdom on a particular topic to help those who 

are younger as they are commanded to teach. The younger then in turn listen. Part of listening 

however is telling about what you understand to be true and correct; in other word––teach. 

 But here is where the problem lies in the Lord’s church: tradition. In denominational and 

non-denominational churches, we have separated classes and learning by age just like the school 

systems. Let’s face it, the Lord’s church is copying a failed pattern. We see throughout history 

where people are grouped based on age to learn from an “expert.” While some good teaching and 

learning may happen and knowledge is passed on, keeping ages separate does not allow for the 

multigenerational vision, plan, or goal of the church to be carried forward for future generations.  

 The Lord’s people have only begun age-segregated learning in the past century, and have 

been doing so with virtually no Biblical authority, only human authority. In our finite minds we 



see this as the only way to be a part of culture in order to reach out to society. For 6000 years, the 

followers of God were taught and educated not just His word and commands intergenerationally, 

but in also the “3 R’s.” There is not a period of time in the history of the church where families 

have been separated for learning based solely on age.  

 If age-segregated learning were to be the standard from Scripture, then why do we see 

such a different account given to us? In Nehemiah 8:3 we see that men, women, and the children 

were together, standing to hear the reading of God’s Word. This passage tells us the entire 

assembly was simply listening to the Word of God being read. We do not see the children carted 

off somewhere so they can learn separately on their “level.” Yes, I will admit the little ones were 

likely squirming and rambunctious, but that is a time to teach the children that there is a time and 

place to play, learn, be loud, be reverent, etc. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8). 

 In an intergenerational class setting, children see their parents and others struggle with 

doctrine, problems, and issues. In doing so, they learn how to interact in a proper, mature way to 

those who hold a different doctrine or interpretation of Scripture. 

 Hopefully we can easily see why God in His providence would prefer intergenerational 

classes to age-segregated classes in Christ’s church. So then what are some potential benefits and 

problems that could handled/avoided by combining ages? 

 The easiest to see is the fact that the church would not be split. Let’s be realistic. Every 

group of Christians that worships together has clicques based on numerous things, including age. 

We may all take the Lord’s Supper on Sunday together in a worship assembly that lasts 60 

minutes or so, but that is really the extent of our intergenerational fellowship. Even at the old 

“potluck” dinners, look around. There is age segregation going on. The church has let culture 

dictate how it acts. We have let our culture become so much a part of the Lord’s church that we 

have created segregation not based on race, sex, or nationality, but upon age.  

 I have even heard from some Christians older than myself say that we need to keep the 

children separated based upon passages like Leviticus 19:32 or 1 Peter 5:5 where we are told, 

“You younger people, submit yourselves to your elders.” They go on to state that the children are 

disruptive to them during class and/or worship service to the point that they cannot worship as 

they want, so the kids have to go.   



 Having Bible classes together where all ages including cradle roll, junior high, high 

school, young adults, on up through the auditorium class meet together to discuss real world 

issues, life, death, faith, Christ through the ages, etc. brings generations together because we all 

deal with these and many other things. As stated above, the older are responsible for teaching the 

younger, but it is foolish for the older to say they have learned all they can and have no need to 

learn from the younger. Multigenerational classes help the age groups to see life and Scripture 

through each other’s eyes. It allows them to share their faith from a personal standpoint. 

 When the church brings in experts to do all the teaching, then what we have are clones of 

that expert who learn to think and act just like them. Everybody, both the old and young, look to 

that person for answers instead of searching to find the best answer as the Berean Jews did in 

Acts 17:11. With multiple humble men leading a class, different ideas are brought out––both the 

good and the bad. Both need to be discussed. Otherwise, how will the good be confirmed and the 

bad ideas be extinguished? 

 Here is how I would envision a class where several generations come together to open 

God’s Word and learn: 

1.  Groups of households totaling about 40-50 meet together for Bible study based not 

upon age. This allows not only for multigenerational teaching, but allows for parent-child 

teaching.  

2.  The head of the household, i.e. father/husband/grandfather, would make known a 

week in advance what would be discussed from Scripture on the day he is going to lead the class. 

Those in that class can then discuss that topic, passage, etc. at home the week before with their 

family which allows the kids to understand some of what is going on.  

3.  The class would be a mixture of singles, young married with both older and younger 

children, young adults, and older adults whose children have moved out from their households. 

4. The groups would be small enough so that intimate discussion could take place, but 

large enough so that ample discussion would happen when one class leader has a lack of skill. 

How better to develop those skills than in a small group on individuals whom you know is going 

to support and help? 



5. Infants are included. What better way to help teenage daughters learn how to handle 

and care for infants while during a class should a single mother become overwhelmed with her 

children. 

 But what about the kids that are coming who don’t have a family that attend, you say? 

Well, where we attend, at the end of every school year, there is a get together to honor those who 

have finished their high school years. At one point, all the 18-year-olds stand to introduce their 

family. One year there was a young man who had been attending regularly for a few years whose 

family was not there and had never been at worship. When he said his family was not there, the 

entire room of 200 Christians stood up! You see in a since he was physically an orphan, but not 

spiritually. He could look around and see his “grandparents,” “parents,” and “siblings” all 

standing! Intergenerational classes cultivate these types of relationship in the church. For the 

children who don’t have believing parents, then the entire church becomes their guide for what is 

good and right. 

 Intergenerational Bible classes are a way to incorporate the fellowship and like-

mindedness of Christians. With all that Satan has at his disposal to split the church and families, 

we should be willing to think “out of the box” while still holding true to the Gospel to combat his 

darts. Intergenerational classes, I believe, are one way of accomplishing this. 


