
Stones 

  

            Throughout Sacred Script we read where stones were often employed to destroy. For 

example, David chose five smooth stones out of the brook to be used to bring down the 

Philistine giant (1 Sam. 17:40ff). The stone that was used at the tomb where the body of Jesus 

was laid was set in place and secured for the purpose of utterly destroying the hope of the 

Christian faith, but to no avail (Mat. 27:62ff). Then there are the stones that the scribes and 

Pharisees undoubtedly intended to use on the woman they had caught in the very act of 

adultery, but later put down when Jesus said, “He that is without sin among you, let him first 

cast a stone at her” (John 8:1ff). From this last example, let us see what we can do to use 

stones (figuratively speaking) constructively, not destructively. 

  

            It would do us well to begin by recognizing that there are some people, even religiously-

minded individuals, who would rather hurt than help a poor lost sinner. In His parable of the 

Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus made reference to this truth by sharing the lack of 

concern shown by the priest and Levite to the man who was in need. Again, in His parable of 

the Prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), the response of the son who had stayed toward his brother 

who had left but returned demonstrates the hateful attitude some have toward those guilty of 

sin. It’s sad to think that some would rather stone than save! 

  

            If folks would first consider their own faults, fewer stones would be cast. These men who 

had brought this adulteress woman to Jesus were as guilty as she was, and the only thing they 

could do after Jesus said what He said was to lay down their stones and walk away. None of us 

are perfect- “There is none righteous, no, not one” (cf. Rom. 3:10, 23). Before removing that 

mote within our brother’s eye, it would do us well to remove the beam that is within our own 

eye (Mat. 7:1-5). 

  

            A Christ-like response toward a sinner goes a long way in positively affecting the destiny 

of that poor sinner’s soul. The men who had brought this woman to Jesus were eager to stone 



her while He was ready to save her. Jesus Himself said, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 

and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 

more abundantly” (John 10:10).  Approaching a sinner with the hopes of converting instead of 

condemning will go a long way in positively affecting their eternal destiny (cf. Jam. 5:19-20; Gal. 

6:1-2; 1 The. 5:14). 

  

                Let’s not be guilty of using stones to destroy; let’s employ them constructively by 

building up, not tearing down! 
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