
Stirred Up 

  

“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that 

he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, 

which is in Judah” (Ezra 1:1-2). 

  

            Soon after Babylon fell (539 B.C.), Cyrus, king of Persia, issued a decree 

liberating those Jews who had been exiled from their homeland for nearly seventy 

years. Both Cyrus, and the seventy years of captivity, were a fulfillment of the 

prophecies uttered by Isaiah and Jeremiah decades before (cf. Isa. 44:28; 45:1; Jer. 

25:12; 29:10). In the case of Cyrus, Isaiah had given the very name of the one who 

would free God’s people, and he did so nearly 200 years prior to his birth. Two centuries 

later, with Cyrus on the throne, the Lord stirred up the spirit of this heathen king, 

prompting him to act in accordance to God’s will. But how did the Lord stir up the spirit 

of Cyrus without interfering with his free will? Many would argue that such a question 

cannot be answered, thus any attempt to do so would be merely speculative. Indeed, no 

man can fully answer questions relative to Divine providence, but I believe in this 

particular case, we can come to some reasonable conclusion as to the method 

employed by God to stir up the spirit of Cyrus. In my humble opinion God used the 

same method then that He uses now to prompt people to act; that is, His people and His 

Word! In all probability, Daniel, soon after Cyrus and his Medo-Persian counterparts 

defeated Babylon, showed Cyrus the prophecies that were thus fulfilled. Thus, if this be 

the case, it would be reasonable to conclude that the spirit of Cyrus was stirred up after 

a proclamation of God’s Word was heard! 

  

            And so it is today! When God’s people proclaim God’s Word to a lost and dying 

world, the possibility of the sinners spirit/heart being stirred up to the point of 



action/obedience exists (cf. Acts 2:37ff). Let’s stir up the spirits of those around us by 

showing them the way of salvation (Acts 16:17). 
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