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Find – and Keep – Your Balance 

Stewardship Theology 
 
What does God want from me? 
 

Over the last two months we’ve addressed two questions that seem to 
dog the Christian:  Does God want me to be rich? Or does God 

want me to be poor?  After considering the virtues and 
consequences of each viewpoint – each theology – hopefully you, the 

reader, came away with the understanding that an unqualified ‘yes’ to 
either question is an inappropriate response.  Hopefully, you came 

away wondering if the questions themselves are even appropriate!  My 
prayer is that you came away convinced that some virtues upheld by 

each viewpoint are interwoven in the Truth of God’s Word and when 
taken along with the rest - the whole counsel of God – one can find his 

balance. 

 
Ultimately, our eternal destiny is not dependent upon our 

accumulation – or shunning - of earthly/material/financial assets.  No, 
God is not interested in the appraisal of our real estate, the balance in 

our checking or savings, the value of our portfolio, or even our net 
worth.  Remember, it is all His already.  God is most interested in 

our hearts, our attitudes, our motivations and the resulting 
manner in which we view financial blessings and use them.  Of 

course, could one’s financial statement – one that shows “riches kept 
for their owner to his hurt” (Ecclesiastes 5:13) or one that reveals 

servitude to debt (Proverbs 22:7) - indicate an underlying heart 
problem?  Indeed!  But, the underlying heart problem is what needs to 

be diagnosed and remedied.  And, here’s the key:  the required 
diagnosis comes from a self examination under the light of God’s 

Word.  Let’s spend the next few minutes shedding His light on our 

lives. 
 

God’s Word says God Wants My Best 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a 

few things…” 
“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much…” 

“And whatever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord and not to men…” 
 



In the famous parable of the talents we read that the master at his 

own discretion gave to “each according to his ability.”  The servants 
were then to make use of the talents to produce more talents.  Those 

who did so were rewarded as faithful. Likewise we are required, as 
faithful stewards, to do our best, be our best, and make the most out 

of the gifts He supplies. 
 

One who aspires to live a life of faithful stewardship makes the 
decision that using biblical principles, he or she will faithfully manage 

and administer the gifts God has provided.  This means he or she will 
throw off any self image of insignificance and go to work for God to 

serve His purpose.  Like Gideon of old, many today have a poor self 
image and as a result fall short of the good they could be doing.  They 

know their weaknesses, compare themselves with others and instead 
of recognizing they have innate value as a child of the Creator and 

Sustainer they, like Gideon, proclaim, “My family history is one of 

weakness, and I am the weakest and most unworthy of them all!”  
Please understand God’s disappointment when we choose to see only 

the problems and weaknesses in our lives rather the bountiful good He 
has supplied! 

 
As faithful stewards we also will recognize those abilities God has 

entrusted into our care.  In other words, if one has the ability to 
produce large sums of income ethically and while keeping God first 

place in life, then by all means labor in the vocation that allows for 
that particular income level.  On the other hand, if one’s skill set does 

not lend itself to what he believes is a “substantial” income, he must 
still do his best and provide the first fruits back to God.  In all, one 

should always strive to accomplish and never shy away from whatever 
one’s abilities allow him or her to achieve. 

 

Let us resolve to acknowledge that God is bigger than any difficulty, 
challenge, or weakness we face and let us stop fretting over whether 

or not we will have what we need.  He has always provided for His 
people. As Christians we would do well to measure our days not by the 

harvest we bring in but by the seeds we sow.  God requires us to offer 
Him our best by consistently doing our best.  We can do better. 

 
God’s Word says God Wants My Best, II 

So, what does it mean to be rich?  Does buying a $300k house make 
one rich financially?  Ask a family struggling to find a $300k house in 

southern California if they consider themselves rich.  And what does it 
mean to be poor?  According to the Department of Health and Human 

Services, the “poverty line” for a family of four living in the United 



States is an annual income of ~$20,000.  But, wouldn’t $20,000 in a 

third world country be quite the windfall? 
 

The point is that attempting to measure one’s wealth with dollar 
figures is a very subjective practice.  In fact, God does not measure 

our prosperity in dollars.  Rather than focus our efforts on determining 
whether our neighbors are rich or poor and rather than spending our 

time comparing ourselves with others, let us each one ensure that as 
individuals we are exercising faithful stewardship. 

 
God’s faithful steward leads a life of balance.  The balanced life is one 

that realizes that it is acceptable to enjoy the bountiful blessings that 
come from a life of utilizing one’s talents to the fullest.  The balanced 

life also understands the divine responsibility to support the work of 
the Church and provide for the needs of others. 

 

The proper perspective with regard to handling monetary blessings 
(our personal finances) is one of “stewardship.”  We must understand 

our roles as stewards of the blessings of God.  Should a Christian be 
rich?  Absolutely – rich toward God!  Someone once said, “A lot of 

people are willing to give God the credit, but not too many are willing 
to give Him the cash.”  Those who follow that line of thinking do not 

understand that God will be given the credit (He will be glorified) when 
one stops serving money and starts serving God with his money – by 

becoming a generous steward. 
 

As you examine yourself to begin 2007 and you consider the way you 
handle the financial blessings you have profited by obediently laboring, 

consider the following golf analogy.  I’ve heard it said that when 
holding a golf club one should treat the grip as if it were a small bird.  

One must hold on tightly enough that the bird does not squirm free 

and fly away.  On the other hand, one must not hold on too tightly and 
crush and kill the bird.  So it goes with money.  Faithful stewardship 

requires that we exercise discretion when making financial decisions 
(both large and small).  On the one hand it means not wasting our 

blessings.  And on the other hand, not holding on so tightly and 
miserly that we die with money in our bank accounts and estates that 

should’ve already been contributed to the Lord’s work or used to 
provide for our families. 

 
See, as Christians we are to understand our role as stewards of God’s 

gifts.  We may choose to hoard them up to our detriment (see the rich 
fool in Luke 12:15-21) or become greedy for gain (cf. Proverbs 1:19, 

23:4-5).  We may choose to shun all forms of material blessings 
(including the industrious sowing (a job) that would lead to reaping a 



financial harvest) and become a burden to others because of our 

“righteousness” - despite scriptural direction to the contrary (cf. 
Proverbs 22:4; Ephesians 4:28; Deuteronomy 8:18). Or we may 

choose to: 
 

 excel with the talents and abilities God has given (Matthew 
25:15ff)  

 be industrious and seek ways to work effectively with our skill 
set (Proverbs 6:6-8; 14:23)  

 trust God to always give us what we need - even when we can’t 
see how we could possibly make it (Hebrews 11:1; Philippians 

4:13) 
 keep Him first - even in financial decisions (Matthew 6:33; 

Philippians 2:21) 
 provide for the needs of others (Psalm 112:9a; Proverbs 21:26b)  

 support the work of the Church (2 Corinthians 8:1-8; 9:6-9) 

 in doing so, glorify God in our hearts by our faithful actions (1 
Timothy 6:17-19; 2 Corinthians 9:12-14) 

 
The Bible is clear in teaching that the Lord wants what’s best for each 

of us both now and in eternity.  And to the extent that we have 
prepared the right heart and mind to receive God’s blessings of 

prosperity - whether financially, intellectually, physically, or spiritually 
- the increase God gives will be used by Christians to further glorify 

Him. God will be glorified both in the life of the recipient (as a faithful 
steward) and the lives he or she touches while utilizing God’s gifts.  

Successful stewardship is using what you have to do the most good 
you can.  Let us resolve to be faithful stewards in 2007 and beyond! 

 
 


