
Faith and Finance - November 

 

Prosperity Theology 

Jim Palmer  

 

The September 18, 2006 Time magazine cover depicting a Rolls Royce complete with 

a crucifix as hood ornament asks the question, “Does God Want You to be Rich?”  

Inside, the question is answered by a number of well known protestant evangelists 

including Joel Osteen, Rick Warren, Kirbyjon Caldwell, and Joyce Meyer.  The debate 

centers on the appropriateness of the so-called Prosperity Gospel. As one might 

expect, the answers are varied and leave the impression that the Bible is too 

complicated to know for sure, so why not just let each decide for himself?  Sounds 

eerily similar to the formula being used in Judges 17:6 and 21:25 (“everyone did 

what was right in his own eyes”), does it not? 

 

But can we know the answer?  Over the course of the next three issues, let’s explore 

God’s Word and investigate three very different answers to the question, “Does God 

Want You to be Rich?”  And at the risk of ruining the suspense, let me assure you, 

two of the three answers are wrong! 

 

Let’s begin by considering this theology of Prosperity.  Sometimes referred to as 

Name it and Claim it, Health and Wealth, or The Prosperity Gospel, by any 

name this doctrine is not good news!  It is a theology that places too much value 

on the here and now, things, and temporal, earthly blessings.  As a result it activates 

such heart problems as envy, covetousness, greed, and discontent. 

 



Its promoters will point to John 10:10 and quote Jesus, who said, “I have come that 

they may have life, and have it more abundantly.”  Or they will look to Matthew 7:7-

8, and hone in on “Ask and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 

and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks 

finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”  Or maybe they will point  out that it 

seems blessings come in return for giving according to Luke 6:38 or Malachi 3:10. 

 

However, they will struggle with passages which seem to mitigate their stance.  

Passages such as Matthew 6:19-21, which begins, “Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal…”  Or Proverbs 23:4-5, “Do not overwork to be rich…” Or Revelation 3:17, 

“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and 

do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked…” 

 

“Prosperity’s defenders claim to be able to match their critics chapter and verse,” 

continues the Time article.  And maybe that’s part of the problem.  For the Bible is 

not a collection of differing thoughts and ideologies.  It is one book, composing one 

theme from cover to cover, therefore, rather than pitting one verse against another 

one must take it as a whole and reason together. 

 

Instead, proponents of Prosperity cherry pick the verses that place a seeming 

emphasis on worldly wealth while steering clear of the verses that balance the view.  

They mistreat verses and hold them up as some sort of spiritual contract with God: a 

“give more to get more” philosophy that replaces God (The True and Living God) 

with an almost mythological god who casts his favor toward those who would keep 

him appeased. 

 



The problems with the Prosperity Gospel are many.  The danger in adopting this 

“other gospel” is that we no longer focus on eternal blessings and instead favor 

blessings which will not last. During the remainder of this column, let’s consider 

some of the difficulties and counter them with God’s Word. 

 

Harmful Seeds Sown by “Prosperity” 

The Prosperity gospel tells its listeners that God will materially bless one’s spiritual 

faithfulness.  It promotes the thought that the abundant life Christ referred to in 

John 10:10 is one of abundant material blessing while here on earth.  In effect, it 

says, “Aspire to achieve the American Dream of financial prosperity, it’s okay, God 

wants you to be rich and if you aren’t, well, there’s something wrong with you!” 

 

Therefore, those who are not blessed financially must have something amiss in their 

spiritual lives.  Or, they don’t have enough faith.  Similar thinking was employed by 

the Pharisees in the first century.  Ironically, those same Pharisees turned up their 

noses (Luke 16:14) when Jesus taught the people that one could not serve both God 

and Mammon, for they were lovers of money. 

 

The very purveyors of “freedom” through a life of financial prosperity are ultimately 

selling themselves and their followers into a life of bondage to the god of this fallen 

world.  As they do, they are sowing seeds of discontent, covetousness, greed and 

envy. 

 

Tommy “can’t keep his eyes off” Calvin’s new car.  Calvin broods over Lori’s new 

home.  Lori “can’t help” but feel a little green (with envy) when Katie walks by with 

her fancy new bag and shoes.  Katie just “can’t bring herself” to be happy about the 



land Tommy just bought. They all wonder, “Why can’t I have that?  After all, I’m a 

faithful Christian!” 

 

Meanwhile, Larry has lost his job.  Suzy lost a fortune in the stock market.  Renee’s 

washer and dryer went out – on the same day.  And Ken’s car is back in the shop.  

They all wonder, “Why can’t I seem to get ahead?  Why won’t the Lord bless me?  

After all, I’m a faithful Christian!” 

 

Every one of them has missed the point and been blinded to the truth because they 

bought into the deception that is the prosperity gospel.  And the seeds of discontent, 

covetousness, greed, and envy have grown like thorns and thistles such that “the 

cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things 

entering in” have managed to choke out the Truth of God’s Word.  Beware the seeds 

of deception. 

 

Giving to Get 

The Prosperity Gospel also fosters a mindset where its followers begin to think of 

God as their own personal investment account.  The thought is a mutation of Luke 

6:38, which reads, “Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom.  For with the same 

measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”  So is the verse true or is it 

false?  Of course it’s true – but just like any other false doctrine it takes a nugget of 

truth and morphs it into something ungodly. 

 

As faithful Christians, we are called to give, ourselves first, then of our material 

blessings (2 Corinthians 8).  We cannot outgive God (2 Corinthians 9:7-8; Philippians 

4:18-19).  God will reward one who is faithful in stewardship (Luke 19:12-24).   



However, the manner in which we approach the command to give of our means 

makes all the difference.  Giving because of a sincere love for God, His church, 

our fellow man, and out of a generous heart is right and good but giving out 

of a desire to profit from our relationship with God is a improper motivation 

and heretical to the core.   

 

May we reject any message which would ultimately mislead our thinking and cause 

us to grow hearts which conform to a society that promotes materialism.  May we 

instead give as we have been prospered motivated by the ultimate gift God gave in 

the person of His only begotten Son and the eternal hope available to His obedient 

children. 

 

God’s view of prosperity 

Is there anyone out there who has read this article and is still thinking, “So which is 

it?  Does He or does He not want me to be rich?”  Friend, is that really the question 

which needs to be asked?  Or should we instead ask the question, “Why do I want to 

be rich?”  Is it so you can use it for self or is it so you can glorify God?  Whether 

you consider yourself rich or not, what are you doing right now with what 

you have? 

 

Simply put, God is not opposed to financial prosperity.  It is He who gives us the 

power and ability to obtain wealth (Ecclesiastes 5:19).  The blessings He provides 

come from Him and are given to us to enjoy (James 1:17; 1 Timothy 6:17).  And 

wealth is good and proper when we understand we are but stewards or possessors – 

not owners, for it is all God’s (1 Chronicles 29:11-6).  And it is also beneficial to 

those who possess it when they also use it to provide for the needs of others 

(Hebrews 13:15-16). 



 

He is, however, keenly aware of the slippery slope one will encounter when one gives 

himself over to the unbridled pursuit of “more.”  As such, throughout the Scripture, 

He has supplied us with myriad warnings regarding the pursuit of the material 

(Proverbs 23:4; 28:20; 1 Timothy 6:7-10; et al). 

 

In the end, it matters not whether one is rich or poor - all will face the judgment.  

Ultimately, one’s relationship with God will not be measured a success by the size of 

one’s bank account or estate.  Rather, the relationship will be measured by the 

faithfulness with which one used that which he was given.  Some are given to be 

stewards over much and some are to be stewards over little (Matthew 25:14-30).   

 

The Prosperity Gospel is false doctrine. May we look to God’s Word every day and 

learn the truth so that we can see clearly the repackaged lies that Satan sells.  May 

we “let our conduct be without covetousness” and “be content with such things as we 

have” and in doing so measure our prosperity not by our riches, but by the richness 

of our faith in “Jehovah-Jireh” (The-Lord-Will-Provide: Genesis 22:14). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


