
OLD SHOES ARE HARD TO THROW AWAY 

  

   Six years ago my wife surprised me with a new pair of black Rockport dress shoes. She found 

them on ebay for an exceptionally low price and immediately purchased them. I have worn that 

same pair of Rockport's almost everyday since they arrived. They have been, without question, 

the best pair of shoes my feet have ever known. They're comfortable and durable. However, 

the mileage on that old pair of shoes is beginning to take its toll. They're not as shiny as they 

once were and the soles are beginning to wear out. They need to be thrown away, but it's hard 

because those old shoes have become part of me. They've been there to support me through 

good times and bad. They've kept my feet warm and dry on wet wintery days. They've given me 

support when I carried my children on my back across the front lawn on warm summer days. 

Indeed, those old shoes are going to be hard to throw away, but I know it'll be for my good 

physically in the long run. 

  

   It's often difficult for us to get rid of things that we've grown accustomed to. This is especially 

true relative to SIN. Like that old pair of shoes, SIN, at first glance, appears quite pleasurable 

and comfortable; however, it's pleasures and comforts are temporary (cf. Heb. 11:24-25). In 

time SIN, if left unforgiven, will methodically erode the human soul (cf. Jam. 1:14-15). SIN's 

price tag may seem reasonable enough, but ultimately, if not thrown away, it will cost us our 

eternal joy (Rom. 6:23). 

  

   Let's throw away the old life of sin that leads to death and put on the new which leads to life 

eternal (Eph. 4:22ff; Col. 3:8ff; Gal. 3:26ff). 

  

-Terry R. Townsend 

 


