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Sometimes a country has to “hit bottom” before drastic changes are made. If righteousness exalts a nation (Prov. 

14:34), unrestrained sin will destroy it. Jehovah has a moral standard by which he judges nations, and when they 

reach a certain depth of depravity, He will bring them down (Gen. 15:16; 18:22ff). God gave Nineveh, of 

Assyria, forty days to renounce their evil (Jonah 3:4). When they repented, Heaven relented, and they prospered 

for another 150 years. But in time, the Assyrians degenerated again, and Nahum was sent to proclaim their “full 

end” (Nah. 1:9). Nineveh was permanently destroyed in 612 B.C. 

 

What makes America labor under the illusion that she is an eternal empire? This country is on a collision course 

with oblivion. It may not come in our day, but the indications are painfully obvious that serious decay is 

underway. America needs to come home to the foundation principles upon which she was established. Let us 

reflect upon four areas of concern.  

 

Economic Irresponsibility 

America is on a spending binge unlike anything we have ever known; our citizens are materialistic. Our 

National Debt is in excess of $8.5 trillion. We are a people out of control in terms of our spending. Economists 

suggest that within a few years many of our social programs will be bankrupt. 

 

In addition to the National Debt, many Americans are head-over-heels in personal debt. Some have multiple 

credit cards “maxed out.” Who is going to pay for all of your expenditures? Declaring bankruptcy almost has 

become a national past time. Seventy percent of those who file for bankruptcy never pay back a dime of what 

they owe. How does the Lord view this matter? “The wicked borrows and pays not again” (Psa. 37:21). 

Indebtedness lends itself to servitude (Prov. 22:7).  

 

The Educational System 

Another segment of our society out of control is the educational system. There are three major problems with 

the modern school system. (1) It does not educate. (2) It is a propagandizing tool with a humanistic agenda. (3) 

It has become an environment of extreme danger. Let us consider each of these areas. 

 

Journalist Charles Sykes has produced a bombshell volume titled: Dumbing Down Our Kids (St. Martin’s 

Griffin, 1995). The book is subtitled: Why American Children Feel Good About Themselves But Can’t Read, 

Write, or Add. 

  

Here is but a sampling of some of the startling data Sykes presents. Twenty-five percent of high school seniors 

can barely read their diplomas. A standardized test, given to 26,000 Americans (sixteen and older), concluded 

that 80 million Americans are deficient in the basic reading and mathematical skills needed to perform the 

rudimentary tasks of today’s society. When America’s finest students (the top 1%) are compared to the best 

foreign students, our youth come in dead last!  

 

There is absolutely no doubt but that the national educational system has a subversive agenda, the design of 

which is to proselyte children to materialistic humanism. This motive is no longer even concealed. A recently 

published book, Darwin’s Dangerous Idea (Simon & Schuster, 1995), urges teachers to admit that evolution 

refutes religion. The author, Daniel Dennett, said: “We will attempt to teach this [doctrine of organic evolution] 

to your children at our earliest opportunity.” Our young people are brainwashed with evolutionary propaganda in 

a variety of classes – astronomy, anatomy, anthropology, biology, geology, psychology, sociology, and history. 

 

Aside from the foregoing factors, the American schoolroom has become one of the most dangerous 



environments in which your children try to survive. Is it any wonder – when teachers are advocating the notion 

that there is no such thing as “absolute truth,” and there are no objective “rights” and “wrongs”? 

 

Children and teachers alike are in danger on campus. Handguns and knives are common among students. Drugs 

are freely circulated, condoms are provided, and sexual promiscuity is rampant. Is this the sort of “socialization” 

that some parents are fearful their youngsters will miss if they are educated in private Christian schools, or in a 

Christian home environment? 

 

The Judicial System 

Another symptom of a sick nation is the manner in which our judicial system has eroded over the past half-

century. A very significant book arrested the public’s attention not long ago. It is titled, Guilty: The Collapse of 

Criminal Justice (1996, Random House). The author was the late Harold J. Rothwax, a judge who presided 

over criminal cases in New York City for more than a quarter of a century, who, in his younger years, was a 

member of the radical American Civil Liberties Union.  

 

The thesis of the Judge’s book is this: The American justice system is in a state of moral collapse. He writes: 

“We have formalism and technicalities but little common sense. It’s about time America wakes up to the fact 

that we’re in the fight of our lives.” He further stressed: “The bottom line is that criminals are going free.” He 

notes: “There is no respect for the truth, and without truth, there can be no justice.” Rothwax charged: “our 

system is a carefully crafted maze, constructed of elaborate and impenetrable barriers to the truth.” 

 

There are many cases that illustrate the growing abuse of justice. We summarize one of these. 

 

At 2 a.m. on November 20, 1990, two state troopers stopped Leonardo Turriago for speeding in New York. The 

officers asked if they could look into his van; Turriago said they could. Inside, the troopers saw a trunk and 

inquired about it. He sprang open its lock, and then ran away. Opening the trunk, the troopers found the body of 

a man who had been shot five times. Turriago was quickly apprehended. In his apartment, police found eleven 

pounds of cocaine and several guns. The suspect told them where to find the murder weapon. Turriago was 

convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to forty-five years to life. The defense appealed, arguing that 

the troopers had no right to search the van. On June 6, 1996, Turriago’s conviction was overturned. A New 

York appellate court ruled that the police search had been coercive. 

 

There are hundreds of similar examples. It is difficult to fathom how anyone could be so obtuse as to be unable 

to see that America has flung truth and justice to the wind in deference to the criminals. Is it any wonder that 

respect for the judicial system is at an all-time low?  

 

American Family Life 

President James A. Garfield once said: “The sanctity of marriage and the family relation make the corner-stone 

of our American society and civilization.”  

 

Materialistic parents are placing economic prosperity ahead of their children. The phrase “latch-key child” is too 

well known to need elaboration. Frequently both parents work long hours while children spend countless hours 

watching TV or playing video games without parental supervision.  

 

A large segment of our society has abandoned the concept that God designed the marriage ordinances, and that 

such are not subject to human revision. For instance, the Bible clearly teaches that sexual activity is an integral 

privilege of marriage. Sexual gratification was never intended as an end within itself. Sexual union outside of a 

legitimate marriage is fornication (cf. 1 Cor. 7:2). At one time even Hollywood stars kept such liaisons under 

the cloak of secrecy. Now, fornicating relationships are common and flouted.   

 



Add to this the fact that divorce has become a national disgrace. In an earlier era, a divorced person was not a 

viable political candidate. Now, divorce does not raise an eyebrow. Not only is society out of control in terms of 

the divorce evil, the church is virtually to that point as well. In recent years bizarre theories, one after another, 

have surfaced, the design of which is to justify those who have divorced their mates in a non-biblical fashion 

(contra Matthew 5:32; 19:9), and then remarried.  

 

The homosexual trend in this country is one of the most dramatic indicators that we are a nation on the brink of 

utter immoral irrationality. Several political movements have attempted to legitimize homosexual “marriages,” 

contending that discrimination against “legal” homosexual and lesbian unions is unconstitutional. It certainly is 

no secret that many politicians are pro-homosexual in their political agenda. If there were no other reason, that 

ought disqualify a man from public office.  

 

Conclusion 

Do nations turn around, once they have started a slide toward moral chaos? Tragically, they almost never do. 

Not even the great nation of Israel could be salvaged by the persuasion of the prophets. It took an Assyrian 

conquest and a Babylonian captivity (of seventy years) to bring the Hebrews to their knees. Even then a terminal 

judgment finally came in the form of the Roman destruction of Judaism in A.D. 70 (cf. Mt. 22:7). 

 

Christians must commit themselves to lives of personal goodness as a savoring influence among our peers. We 

must teach forcefully the positive truths of moral conduct. And we must oppose the teachings of the corrupt 

vermin who would destroy this nation.  

 


