
Nursing Home Offering 

 The second Sunday of the month I am in charge of leading the worship service at our 

local nursing home.   Our goal is to give those Christians who are not able to leave the facility an 

opportunity to worship God with other Christians.  Our worship services are very much like the 

worship service that takes place every Sunday morning at the church building.  There is prayer, 

singing, teaching, the Lord’s Supper, and even an offering that is collected.  When I first started 

attending these services I must admit I felt a little uncomfortable about “passing the plate” to 

these elderly Christians who quite obviously did not have many material things.  Over the last 

few years those initial feelings of hesitancy have diminished as I have taken on a great 

appreciation for the offering that is made to God on the first day of every week at our local 

nursing home.  There are many lessons we all could learn as individuals and congregations from 

these senior saints. 

 First, their offering is planned.  There is no last minute digging around for a few dollars 

or scrambling to fill out a check.   Most that come to the assembly come with their contribution 

clutched firmly in their arthritis ridden hands.  They hold it tightly until the appropriate time.  As 

with everything they do, it is done purposefully or it does not get done.  Paul writes in 2 

Corinthians 9:7, “Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart;…”  I often wonder how 

much more meaningful the contribution would be to many people if they would simply give it 

some forethought.  To give is great, but to give intentionally draws us closer to God and keeps 

us from offering him the leftovers of our material lives.   



 Second, their offering is sacrificial.  We often hear people speaking about giving the 

widow’s two mites, but at the local nursing home you get to see it.  Most of these people have 

nothing.  What they did have is being consumed by their time in extended health care.  Yet, 

they find a few dollars every week to give to God.  While their offering may appear very small to 

us it represents a great deal of their worldly possessions.  Jesus said in Mark 12:43-44, “Truly I 

say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all 

put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live 

on.”  As they turn loose of those wadded up dollar bills they have been clutching in their hands, 

we are reminded that giving is not the just the responsibility of the rich, but it is the privilege of 

the poor.  Many people have gone and are going through hard times, but we would do well to 

remember that God never expects us to honor him with more than He has already blessed us 

with.  Whether rich or poor, let us find a way to sacrifice for God. 

 Third, their offering is meaningful.  It is probably never more than $20 total on any given 

Sunday.   That is less than most of us spend on Sunday lunch at our favorite restaurant.  Yet, 

those seemingly insignificant dollars enable these men and women of God to have an impact in 

our community and across the world for the glory of God.  Their offering is a part of our 

congregation’s whole offering that preaches the gospel to the lost in our community and sees 

to the needs of hurting families.  Their offering helps spread the gospel in Bangladesh, Brazil, 

India, Ireland, and even Africa.   They are able to do this from their wheel chair and the confines 

of a nursing home.  The amazing thing is that the impact of their offering not only reaches to 

the four corners of the globe; it reaches all the way to Heaven.  Paul wrote a word of thanks to 

the church in Philippi for the offering that enabled him to preach the gospel in many different 



places.  He says that through their offering they had shared with him in his affliction (Phil. 4:14).  

He goes on to say that they had done much more though.  He writes of their offering in 

Philippians 4:18, “But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply 

supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an 

acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.”  The next time the plate is passed, don’t merely 

think that it is your turn to put something in the plate.  Realize that you are being given an 

opportunity to touch the world and honor your God. 

 Take a little time out of your life to visit your local nursing home and worship with some 

wonderful men and women of God.  If you will watch and listen you will learn something about 

life and godliness.  You will learn lessons from their acts of worship that can magnify the power 

of your own worship.  There is no vain repetition, but a group of Christians who look forward 

and plan all week for their opportunity to make an offering before God that will reach all the 

way to Heaven.   That is what worship is supposed to be.  


