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The dilemma for the atheist (sifted from the camouflaged language of academic 

respectability) is that there is no sound reasoning or objectively verifiable evidence to prove the 

position that “I know that God does not exist.” When atheists are pressed to defend the 

philosophical validity of their core belief that God does not exist, they will inevitably retreat into 

agnosticism. However, agnostics themselves fare little better, having to admit that they really 

cannot know for sure what it is that they positivistically affirm. Such a path is circular and has no 

definite end and no absolute answers. Only questions remain. 

Paul wrote the book of Romans to believers who were struggling in the imperial city of 

Rome—home to the political elite, socially advantaged, and intellectually viable of their day. 

After an amazing introduction and affirmation of the Christian faith (Rom 1:1-17), Paul 

presented a passionate warning (Rom. 1:18-23) concerning the subtle and seductive qualities of 

substituting faith in God for a humanistic ideal. 

In Romans 1:18, Paul warned that the undiluted wrath of God is stored up to be 

unleashed from Heaven against all men, who, because of their ungodly attitude and actions, have 

hindered the truth by unrighteous means. In Romans 1:19 Paul explains the rationale for such 

Divine wrath, noting that God is vindicated in His judgment because He has manifested Himself 

by Self-revelation in creation. Therefore, mankind has the ability to know of the presence and 

existence of God. It may be asked, “How has God demonstrated His existence to mankind? That 

is the proposition of Paul’s next statement in Romans 1:20. Using the specific Greek word for 

God’s manifestation in nature (THEIOTES), Paul argues that certain of God’s attributes can be 

clearly seen and understood by the evidence of material creation itself. As such, he pronounces 

that all are inexcusable in adopting atheism for theism, because God has revealed Himself to man 

(v. 18).  How? By the evidence for God’s power, which can be perceived from creation. Then 

based upon such a perception of the evidence, the individual can soundly reason that God is. 

Further, in Romans 1:20-21, mankind is without excuse in rejecting the evidence for God. 

Why? Because at one time men were aware of the personal presence of God, and as such, they 

knew God. However, even with God in their knowledge, mankind gradually began to focus more 



on their external environment, while adopting a secular attitude in the process. Thus, God was no 

longer held in awe and prestige, as He had been in former generations. This collapse of high 

regard for God caused many to give glory to the creature (man himself) rather than to the 

Creator. Next, as Paul argues, when man’s capacity for having awe for God shifted to awe for 

self, mankind lost appreciation (literally, “grace”) for God. Such a lack of esteem for God 

gradually impacted the development of humanity on every level. This rebellion left a moral 

vacuum, which man then filled with hubris, vanity, and pride. Mankind gradually became self-

deified and suffered the spiritual and moral effects that always accompany such toxic poisoning. 

The symptomatology of this infirmity is always the same regardless of time or culture. Paul aptly 

described their condition, “professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 

glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man…” (Rom. 1:22-

23). Because of their impertinence and stubbornness, it is said that God gave them up to 

uncleanness (v. 24), God gave them up unto vile passions (v. 26); and, because they refused to 

have God in their knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind (v. 28). 

The meaning of Romans 1:18-23 is clear. When God is rejected, man is respected (Rom. 

1:18-20), as sound evidence, perception, and reasoning are ignored. Then, the truth of God is 

exchanged for a lie (e.g., theism is forfeited for either moral or practical atheism). In Romans 

1:21-23, Paul argues convincingly that when the God of creation is dishonored, there exists a 

vacuum that man himself will soon fill with himself. Such is the predicted collapse of all human 

efforts built on the quicksand foundation of materialism in all of its forms, including atheism and 

secular humanism (Mat. 7:24-27). 

 

 


