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One of the reasons skeptics reject the validity of the biblical account of Creation is because 

they find it impossible to believe that one man could name every single species of animal on the 

Earth in a single day. Considering there are only 86,400 seconds in a 24-hour period, we are told 

it is ridiculous to believe that an individual (who had never seen animals before the day he named 

them) could name several million species of animals in one day. Perhaps over a period of a few 

weeks he could accomplish such a gargantuan task, but certainly not in a single day—right?  

The problem with such objections to Genesis 2:18-20 is that they are based on assumptions. 

The question that skeptics sometimes ask, “Could Adam have gathered and named all of the 

animals on the Earth in one day?,” is misleading because the Bible places certain limitations on 

the animals that Adam named. Consider the following: 

 Adam’s task did not include searching for and gathering all of God’s creatures. 

Rather, God “brought them” to him (Genesis 2:19). Likely this was in some sort of 

orderly fashion (similar to how the animals in Noah’s day went into the ark 

systematically—Genesis 7:9,15) in order to reduce the amount of time and human 

energy necessary to complete the process.  

 Genesis 2:20 does not say that Adam named “all” of the animals on the Earth. The 

text actually says, “Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to 

every beast of the field.” The fish and other sea life created on day five (Genesis 

1:21), as well as the creeping things created on day six (1:25) are excluded from this 

naming process. [NOTE: The term “every,” which modifies “living creature” in 

Genesis 2:19 in the KJV, ASV, and RSV is not in the original, and should not leave 

one with the impression (as it has some, cf. McKinsey, p. 84) that Adam named 

“every” animal alive on the Earth. The phrase is translated more precisely in the 

NASB as “a living creature.”] 

 Skeptic Dennis McKinsey asked in his book Biblical Errancy, “Could Adam have 

named millions of different animals…in the time available [one day—EL]” (p. 84)? 

The truth is, Adam did not have to name millions of species of animals on day six. 

Genesis 1 states that the animals were created “according to their kind(s)” (vs. 21), 

not species. The Bible was written long before man invented the modern Linnaean 

classification system. The “kinds” (Hebrew min) of animals Adam named on the 

sixth day of Creation were probably very broad—more like groups of birds and land 



animals rather than specific genera and species. Adam would have given animals 

general names like “turtle,” “dog,” or “elephant,” not special names like “pig-nosed 

soft-shell turtle” or “Alaskan Husky.” As Dr. Henry Morris pointed out,  

…the created kinds undoubtedly represented broader categories than our modern 

species or genera, quite possibly approximating in most cases the taxonomic family. 

Just how many kinds were actually there to be named is unknown, of course, but it 

could hardly have been as many as a thousand (p. 129). 

The events of day six could have been accomplished easily within a 24-hour period. Adam 

did not have to spend a great deal of time pondering what he would call each animal; he was 

created with the ability to speak and reason. If a three-year-old child could look at picture books 

and call the names of 60 different kinds of animals in 60 seconds, I have no problem believing 

that Adam, having been created directly by the hand of God and made in His image, had the 

ability to name hundreds of birds and land animals in just one hour.  

 

*NOTE: Some Bible believers may answer the question regarding the length of day six by simply saying, 

“We don’t know how long the days of creation were. They could have been long periods of time, thus 

giving Adam all the time he needed to name the animals.” However, the available evidence (of which the 

skeptic is very aware) reveals several reasons why we can know that the days mentioned in Genesis 1 are 

the same kind of days we experience in the present age, and were not eons of time. The Bible states that the 

heavens, the Earth, the sea and all that is in them were created in six days (Exodus 20:8-11; 31:17; Genesis 

1). Genesis 1:5 states that each of these days was a period of “evening and morning.” Additionally, we are 

told in Genesis 1:14 that the lights in the heavens were “for signs, for seasons, and for days, and years.” If 

the days that are described by “evening and morning” were long epochs of time, then what were the 

“years”? Indeed, God could have created the Universe in any amount of time He chose. The point is, 

however, He said He did it in six days, not six long periods of indefinite time. 
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