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Having looked into the tearful eyes of parents whose children have abandoned the Faith, 

I have learned there are a million miles between our children “going through the motions” in 

reference to their spiritual lives versus our children possessing hearts that dictate their actions. 

In this column, I plan to share with you what I hope to instill in the hearts of my own children 

and those whom I love. 

The word itself has been cheapened by overuse and confusion today—that word is 

miracle. Headlines make bold declarations such as “Miracle on the Hudson River” or “Miracle 

Child Born” on a fairly regular basis. Being altruistic human beings who love a happy ending, 

we tend to gravitate toward these “good news” human interests stories. Hollywood has tried its 

best to cash in on this appeal by using the word miracle in some of the shows they produce. But 

are miracles really still happening today? 

Rare is the individual who has not heard of a person who recovered from what was 

believed to be a deadly injury or terminal sickness. Occasionally, someone will even claim to be 

the recipient of a miraculous event or assert that he/she possesses miraculous gifts such as 

speaking in tongues or the power to heal or foretell the future. All of this attention has caused a 

tremendous amount of confusion and turmoil within Christianity. 

Here’s what I intend on teaching my children on miracles. 

You will meet individuals who laugh at the very notion of miracles. These are individuals 

who have been trained by the scientific method to believe that if you can’t measure it with your 

five senses then it is not real. As a result of this scorn, many Christians try to steer clear of 

miracles for fear that they can’t adequately defend them. Make know mistake about it, miracles 

did occur. If one were to remove all of the miraculous events from God’s Word, then the entire 

message would ultimately be watered down and lost. A God that cannot perform miracles is no 

god at all. For many, Jesus walking on water or raising individuals from the dead represents the 

classic “textbook example” of a miracle, but understand that none of these miracles would have 



been possible had it not been for a significant miracle that occurred many years before. When 

Moses wrote in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” he 

summarized in a single sentence one of the most important miracles of all—the miracle of 

creation. 

Before discussing whether miracles happen today, we need to make sure we completely 

understand the true definition of miracle. A real miracle is something that is not only abnormal 

or unexplainable, but it is also outside the natural forces of nature. The purpose of miracles 

has always been the same: to demonstrate the existence and power of God. With this in mind, we 

can look through God’s Word and see countless examples of miracles such as Moses talking to 

the burning bush (Exodus 3:2), his parting the Red Sea (Exodus 14), Jonah being swallowed by a 

fish (Jonah 1:7-17), Balaam’s mule speaking (Numbers 22:28); Jesus raising Lazarus from the 

dead, (John 11) Jesus walking on water (Matthew 14; Mark 6) and Jesus feeding the five 

thousand (Matthew 14). 

After Jesus’ resurrection, miraculous gifts were used by the Apostles to bring non-

Christians to a full knowledge of the truth regarding God and Jesus Christ. For instance, on the 

day the very first Gospel sermon was preached (Pentecost), the Apostles were able to speak 

foreign languages of which they had no prior knowledge (Acts 2:4). They were also given the 

ability to heal people (Acts 3; Acts 14:8-11), raise the dead (Acts 9:36-42; 20:9ff), and could 

even confer miraculous gifts on to others (Acts 8:19; 19:1-6). Given that these men were 

working during a time when the Bible was not yet in a completed form as we have it today, those 

miraculous gifts were useful tools to help reveal and confirm what would one day become the 

written Word (see Hebrews 2:3-4). 

But are miracles still happening today? Paul wrote that they would cease (1 Corinthians 

13:8). In fact, Paul described their purpose and went on to give a timeline of expiration for them 

in Ephesians 4:11-13. With the death of the Apostles (and those individuals upon whom they had 

conferred special gifts), miracles ceased. Simply put, we don’t need miracles to help confirm the 

truths of God today because we have the Bible. This won’t stop individuals from claiming to 

possess miraculous gifts today, but the Bible warns us of these false teachers (2 Thessalonians 

2:3ff; 1 John 4:1). When people make claims of miraculous events today, remember to stop and 

ask yourself, “Are these truly outside the laws of nature?” Was anyone raised from the dead or 



was sight restored to a blind person? Have arms or legs been regenerated for someone who was 

lame? Before casually tossing around that word miracle, remember what and Whom it 

represented in the past. 

Love, Dad 


