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 We live in a world saturated with electronic media. We have hundreds of channels on our 

televisions, full DVRs with all the shows we do not have time to watch, thousands of songs, 

movies, videos, podcasts, and eBooks on our iPods, hundreds of friends on our Facebook or 

Myspace pages, hundreds of apps on our iPhones and iPads, theaters with upwards of twenty 

different movies playing, Xboxes, Wiis, Playstations, blu-ray players, HD televisions, and more. 

There are few areas of our lives where electronic media does not have an influence. Therefore, 

the question becomes, “What kind of influence is it having on my life and the lives of my 

children?”  

 Having grown up in the 1980s, I am a child of the electronic age. I grew up watching TV, 

listening to my Walkman, and playing Atari, Nintendo, and Sega. Today, there is an Xbox 360, a 

Wii, HD television, iPods, and Macbooks in my house. I will readily admit that I am an 

electronic media junkie who is never far from his iPhone and has a deep desire to own an iPad 

one day. My fourteen-year-old son has followed in my footsteps and probably has greater 

knowledge and more of a natural ability to use these things than I do. That fact is every parent’s 

dilemma. Our children have never known a world without these forms of media and using them 

is as natural and as easy as breathing.  

 Let’s face the facts about the impact electronics will have on our present and future. 

Paper currency is rapidly being replaced with various forms electronic fund transfer (debit cards, 

Paypal, etc.). Catalogues and stores are slowly losing ground to Internet shopping. CDs that 

replaced records and cassette tapes are now being made obsolete by online song purchasing 

through entities like iTunes. Television can be streamed to players the size of an iPod. Many 

people no longer have landline phones; they simply use their cell phones. Regular postal mail 

(snail mail) is being supplanted by email. Our world is changing rapidly today as it has for 

thousands of years. Whatever the changes, it is clear that electronic media will be a part of our 

lives to some degree. We cannot close our eyes to it or ignore it. Therefore, we must deal with it. 



 The first step in dealing with media is to understand that it is not inherently good or bad. 

Like an automobile, the way in which we use it ultimately makes such a determination. You can 

save people or recklessly put lives in danger with an automobile. We spend long, nerve-wracking 

hours with our children in a car teaching them how to drive in order to make certain that they 

operate it properly. This is done because parents have a great fear for the physical safety of their 

children. Too often though, we hand our children items that are equally dangerous to them 

spiritually without so much as a word of instruction. Allow me to give a few examples:   

 Parents give their children iPods, yet never monitor what songs their children are 

buying and listening to every day. Some songs that are popular today can contain as 

many curse words in 3 minutes as a 2-hour movie. 

 Children are given computers and/or Internet access that without guidance can lead 

them into a dark world of immorality, pornography, and child predators. 

 Video games are bought without thought or research, simply because it is what the 

child wanted. Many video games have heinous and disgusting content including sex, 

drugs, prostitution, and highly profane language.  

 We have many channels in our cable/satellite packages that glorify sex, 

homosexuality, alcohol, drugs, and immorality all throughout the day. Yet, many parents 

hand over the controller to their children so that they may watch who knows what while 

they are not even home.  

 Our children are blindly led into the world of sexting and lewd pictures when they are 

given cell phones with no guidance.   

 Last, but in no way least, parents allow their children onto social networks such as 

Facebook and Myspace without any supervision, not realizing that these “social 

networks” are filled with immorality and evil influence.  

 These are a few of the dangers that we send our children into blindly because we have never 

taken the time to open their eyes. If we are not careful, we could be guilty of casting our 

children into the modern-day, spiritual equivalent of the fires of Molech (Jeremiah 32:35) 

by just letting our children loose into this world of electronic media influence. Parents must 

take responsibility for what they allow their children to consume from these many forms of 

electronic media. The following are ways in which parents can be more engaged: 



 The first action that must be taken to pave the road toward teaching your children 

how to responsibly use media is to dispel the notion of a child’s right to privacy. Such a 

right does not exist. Parents have the responsibility to know the activities in which their 

children are engaging. I saw the Facebook page of a 14-year-old young person whose 

mother I knew very well. On the child’s Facebook, along with suggestive and lewd 

language, was a questionnaire entitled, “How Good are You in Bed?” His mother knew 

nothing about these things because she had never seen his Facebook page.  

 Second, we need to expand our skill sets to protect our children. If our child had 

special physical needs, we would not hesitate to learn the necessary skills to care for 

them. When we consider the spiritual dangers of media today, many parents excuse 

themselves by saying that they are just not electronically savvy enough to understand 

what their children are doing. Such an excuse will not help save your children from the 

dangers of media. Parents must apply themselves to know and understand how to guide 

their children through this perilous area of life. Read books and even have your children 

teach you how to use these different forms of media in order that you might fulfill your 

responsibility to protect your children. 

 Third, parents should investigate and control the media that their children are using. 

You need to use the parental controls that are available through your television sets and 

your cable service. You can lock out the channels that your children do not need to be 

watching when you are not at home. It is important to pay attention to the ratings on 

video games. If a game is rated “M” (mature), you should not purchase that game for 

your child or allow your child to play that game. Video games can also be investigated by 

using a search engine (Google, Yahoo, etc) to find and read reviews. YouTube will also 

have videos of actual game play that will sometimes graphically show you what is in a 

particular video game. Use of the Internet should be managed by parental control 

programs or parental supervision (even better) in order to protect your children. Be 

proactive and teach your children about the dangers of the Internet. Know the password 

for their Facebook/Myspace account so that you can monitor what is taking place on their 

social network pages. Pick up their mp3 players and listen to their music. Many of these 

players have a list of the most listened to songs; that would be a great place to start.  

 



 I simply do not have enough time to list all the dangers and ways in which you can 

prevent them from affecting the lives of your children. I do not. Once again though, I remind 

you that media is not inherently bad. Television programs such as “In Search of the Lord’s 

Way” with Mac Lyon has done immeasurable good. There are podcasts for mp3 players that 

contain Bible lessons and daily devotionals. Internet search engines do over 3 million 

searches for God each day. Social networks connect Christians and form powerful groups of 

encouragement. These are all good uses of media that serve the purposes of God in this 

world.  

  We must remember that we cannot successfully remove media from our children’s lives. 

Therefore, we must take seriously our responsibility to guard the spiritual lives of our 

children by teaching them how to use media in a godly and right way.  

 

 

  


