
 

Media Bias -- Where to Find the Truth 

By Mark McWhorter 

 

“The first one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor comes and examines 

him” (Proverbs 18:17). 

 
In 1988, more than three out of four ‘elite journalists’ voted for Michael Dukakis, while 

only 46% of the general public voted for Dukakis. In 1992, 91% of top journalists cast votes for 

Bill Clinton, while only 43% of the populace voted for him. In a 1985 survey of journalists 

(reporters and editors) from 621 papers across the country by the Los Angeles Times, 82 percent 

favored abortion, 67 percent opposed prayer in public schools, and 78 percent wanted strict gun 

control. Again, these numbers do not represent the general public.  

In 1988, Marvin Olasky published Prodigal Press: The Anti-Christian Bias of the 

American News Media. In that book, he gives some of the history of the slide toward anti-Biblical 

leanings in the media. He also gives some pointers on how to deal with the media. George Barna 

and William Paul McKay published Vital Signs: Emerging Social Trends and the Future of 

American Christianity in 1984. They report from a 1983 study, which showed that 75 percent of 

television executives claimed to be politically “liberal.” Only 7 percent attended church regularly 

and 44 percent stated that they had no religious affiliation. Eighty percent stated that 

homosexuality was not wrong. Fifty-one percent did not think adultery was wrong. A whopping 

97 percent approved of abortion. One can only wonder if those statistics are even worse 22 years 

later. 

 

Consider the following quotes found on the website of Media Bias Basics: 

 

“I worked for the New York Times for 25 years. I could probably count on one hand, in the 

Washington bureau of the New York Times, people who would describe themselves as people of 

faith....I think one of the real built-in biases in the media is towards secularism....You want 

diversity in the newsroom, not because of some quota, but because you have to have diversity to 

cover the story well and cover all aspects of a society. And you don’t have religious people 

making the decisions about where coverage is focused. And I think that’s one of the faults.” 

— Former New York Times reporter Steve Roberts, now a journalism professor at George 

Washington University, on CNN’s Reliable Sources, March 27, 2005. 

 

“Of course it is....These are the social issues: gay rights, gun control, abortion and environmental 

regulation, among others. And if you think The Times plays it down the middle on any of them, 

you’ve been reading the paper with your eyes closed.” 

— New York Times Public Editor Daniel Okrent in a July 25, 2004 column which appeared 

under a headline asking, “Is The New York Times a Liberal Newspaper?” 

 

“Where I work at ABC, people say ‘conservative’ the way people say ‘child molester.’” 

— ABC 20/20 co-anchor John Stossel to CNSNews.com reporter Robert Bluey, in a story 

posted January 28, 2004. 

 

“There are lots of reasons fewer people are watching network news, and one of them, I’m more 

convinced than ever, is that our viewers simply don’t trust us. And for good reason. The old 

argument that the networks and other `media elites’ have a liberal bias is so blatantly true that it’s 

hardly worth discussing anymore. No, we don’t sit around in dark corners and plan strategies on 



how we’re going to slant the news. We don’t have to. It comes naturally to most reporters.....Mr. 

Engberg’s report set new standards for bias.... 

— CBS reporter Bernard Goldberg on an anti-flat tax story by CBS reporter Eric Engberg, 

February 13, 1996 Wall Street Journal op-ed. 

 
From the statistics and quotes it is obvious that there is a bias by those who report the news. 
With the advent of cable and satellite there are more alternatives than ever before. This does give 

people a better chance of getting the proper balance, but it is still difficult to know where to go. 

Many Christians consider the Fox Network as a good viable alternative to the longer standing 

major media outlets. The following sites are given to as good places to find truth on various 

issues (These do not address creation / evolution issues.) 

 

Media Research Center 

http://www.mediaresearch.org/ 

 

World Congress of Families 

http://www.worldcongress.org/ 

 

The Mises Institute 

http://www.mises.org/content/elist.asp 

 

Covenant News 

http://www.covenantnews.com/ 

 

The Patriot Post 

http://patriotpost.us/ 

 

The John Birch Society 

http://www.jbs.org/ 

 

News With Views 

http://www.newswithviews.com/ 

 

Christian Medical and Dental Associations 

http://www.cmda.org/index.cgi?CONTEXT=cat&cat=341 

 

The Coalition of Americans for Research Ethics 

http://www.stemcellresearch.org/index.html 

 

World Magazine 

http://www.worldmag.com/ 

 

Accuracy in Academia 

http://www.academia.org/ 

 

America’s Future 

http://www.americasfuture.net/ 

 

Parents Television Council 

http://www.parentstv.org/ 
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The American Conservative Union 

http://www.conservative.org/ 

 

Judicial Watch 

http://www.judicialwatch.org/ 
 

As the internet gets larger and more individuals obtain access, there is a better chance of 

obtaining the truth. One must, however, be careful when researching on the internet. There are 

plenty of fanciful sites that make up information. (And there are plenty of sites that Christians 

must avoid.) 

 

The Christian believes in truth. The Christian should desire to have the truth in all matters. It must 

be remembered that “conservatives” can also be biased in their reporting. They can leave out 

information, or present information in a way that misleads the reader or listener. It is important to 

consider all information. Just because information comes from a “liberal” does not mean that 

information is wrong or should be dismissed. 

 

It is imperative that Christians become informed regarding issues in government, politics, 

economics, education, and social issues. They should do what they can in order to know the facts. 

But, there is even something more important than knowing the facts.  

 

The Christian should understand what the Bible has to say on those areas of life. Many New 

Testament Christians have the false idea that the Bible has nothing to say regarding government, 

economics, education and a host of other subjects. They have allowed themselves to be convinced 

that these are not areas of concern by God; and therefore, should not really be an area of concern 

by them. 

 

God set up the very existence of government. Government is supposed to be the servant of God in 

dealing with evil doers (Romans 13). God desires that all those in rule should use biblical 

principles in their decisions. Proper biblical economics should be instituted and allowed to 

prosper. 

 

There is nothing wrong with teaching these principles in the Bible class or from the pulpit. If this 

is not done future generations will also be convinced that God has nothing to say regarding such. 

As Franky Schaeffer points out in his book, Bad News for Modern Man: An Agenda for Christian 

Activism, the secular world is untouched by a pietistic and retreating church. The secular world 

will pay no attention to a church bankrupt of biblical foundation and convinced of the concept of 

ideological pluralism. 

 

The world is distraught and hungry for answers to life’s problems. Only by Christians getting and 

disseminating truth on all issues, and then applying biblical teaching to that information, can the 

church expect to make an impact in those areas of life. This is not to overshadow the teaching of 

the biblical plan of salvation. But Bible principles in these areas of life are important and play a 

part in the overall scheme of salvation. The entire Word of God is given to us to furnish us “unto 

all good works” (2 Timothy 3:17). 
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