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Little by little we move closer to God or closer toward sin (Psalm 1). 

Little by little we grow more spiritually mature or flounder more and more as babes (2 

Peter 3:18; Hebrew 5:12-14). 

Little by little we store up for ourselves a “good foundation for the time to come” (1 

Timothy 6:19) or we “lay up treasure only for ourselves” (Luke 12:21). 

 

“Little by little” is the way life works. Be it spiritually or materially, in areas of growth or 

degeneration, life, by and large, can be summed up as “little by little.” 

 

But, as a society, we want it today - if not yesterday. We’re the “instant” society. And we 

get a little bit twitchy when things don’t move as quickly as we think they should. That’s 

why “get-rich quick” schemes are so alluring and why many, even Christians, find 

themselves falling victim to them. But notice carefully, if you will, how you don’t see our 

society offering “get Bible knowledge quick” courses, or become a “servant leader” in 

one week schemes, or “be the steward you’ve always wanted to be” plans. Maybe it’s 

because the mantra, “the best of life isn’t quick or easy” is so true. The “little by little” 

principle has advantages that “quick and easy” will never be able to replicate. 



 

Regarding faith and finances, little by little needs to be our pace. Despite what the world 

might tell us, the Bible counters with Proverbs 13:11: “Wealth gained hastily will 

dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it (ESV).” It sometimes goes 

against the grain of American thinking but it doesn’t make the principle false. When we 

apply the biblical principles of “sowing and reaping” (2 Cor. 9:6, Gal. 6:7, Eccl. 11:6), 

“laboring” for our income (Proverbs 14:23; Eccl. 2:24; 1 Tim. 5:18), “saving” (Proverbs 

21:20; Gen. 41:33-36), and investing (Luke 19:12-17), little by little we will achieve 

healthy financial goals. Not only will be better for it financially, but our character will be 

stronger and we will be more adept at teaching and upholding God’s eternal truth. 

 

Work, earn, give to God, save, invest, repeat. Work, earn, give to God, save, invest, 

repeat. And repeat. And repeat. And repeat. The principles of financial success are 

biblical and have nothing to do with this world’s status symbols. Nice new cars, beautiful 

homes and mansions, toys, art, and gadgets are not God’s measures of success. While we 

are free to enjoy the abundant blessings we have gained by working (taking out a loan to 

buy a “want” is NOT earning it) according to Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 and other passages, 

with God, the success is truly in the doing. A financial life that honors God is the one that 

follows His guidance regarding having a mind to work (Proverbs 18:9), keeps Him first 

always (Proverbs 3:9-10), provides for family next (1 Timothy 5:8), and practices wise 

stewardship over the remainder (cf. John 6:12). It is a process of “little by little.” 

 

Leroy Brownlow in his book, Living on the Plus Side, offers a list of ten thoughts for us 

to consider as we strive for financial success: 



 

1. What is not needed is high at any price. 

2. Many purchases actually hurt more than they help, give you more to tend to and 

worry over.  Much fretting is found in many “unnecessaries.” 

3. The habit of saving can be just as enjoyable as the habit of spending. 

4. If one increases his expenses as much as he increases his income, there is no way 

to have a surplus. 

5. Do I need this or just think I do? 

6. If I buy it, how much good will I get from it? 

7. Will something else that costs less do just as well? 

8. Is it priced right? 

9. Will there be a better time at a cheaper price to buy it? 

10. Debts take what otherwise could be savings. Debts made for luxuries are a loss of 

money and its compounding power to increase. 

 

God wants us to succeed financially. Material wealth can be an incredible blessing – 

when it is earned, when it is shared (not kept to its owners hurt), and when it is spent, 

saved and invested wisely. As Christians, we have a definite responsibility when it comes 

to wise stewardship of that which comes as a gift from God (including money, 1 Timothy 

6:17-19). Without money provided by faithful, committed Christians, many good works 

would remain undone. Isn’t it logical to conclude that God wants His people to be blessed 

– and to bless by wise use of His abundance?     

 



When we give ourselves to God (2 Cor. 8) and His Divine precepts, we will be more 

content with our possessions, more interested in contributing to the church and good 

works, and more willing to buy into the concept of “little by little.” 

 

 

 


