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 Communication strategists are experts at getting people to listen. People spend hours 

each day listening to radios and digital players. Whatever they desire, they can easily download 

off the internet. I have about 300 songs on my iPod, including a cappella hymns, classical music, 

and easy listening songs. I can work at the office, solve a Sudoku puzzle, or read a favorite book 

while I’m listening to my favorite melodies. I am hearing but not listening. 

 My wife Jackie and I like to wake up to the morning news and weather on television. We 

want to know what’s going on in the world and how to dress for the day. We hear and see the 

forecast but don’t think much about it beyond deciding what to do for the day.  

 Communication experts say advertising is not usually effective until the viewer has seen 

it about a dozen times. Viewers, in fact, might tell you story line but not know what is being 

advertised even after watching the commercial several times. Hearing but not hearing. 

 When I went to graduate school, I had to learn to focus all my attention on what I was 

hearing or reading. To get the most out of my study, I had to block out everything and everyone 

else so that I could concentrate deeply. This helped me in school but hurt my relationships with 

my family. Even after twenty-five years, Jackie and my daughters still make fun of me. They 

know they must first get my attention and then speak to me. More than once, they have 

suggested I get a hearing aid, but the problem is not with my hearing. The problem is with my 

listening. Listening--paying close attention to loved ones--is a gift of love.  

 We generally think of listening as a passive act, but good listeners are never passive. 

They get involved with their listening. Trained listeners listen with their ears, their eyes, and 

their heart. They not only hear words, they hear tone of voice and see the body language. 

Listening means asking questions to clarify and understand. One simply cannot show love to 

another without active and involved listening. 

 Many nominal Christians describe themselves as Christians but live as if they had never 

heard the Gospel or knew there was such a thing as sin. They may have heard some teaching 



about Christianity but either forgot or distorted what they heard. What they profess and what 

they live often contradict each other. 

 For instance, about one third of Americans believe that getting drunk, smoking 

marijuana, and homosexual behavior should not even be considered as a moral issue. Three in 

eight believe sex between unmarried adults is not a moral issue. Forty-two percent say gambling 

shouldn’t even be questioned as a moral issue. 

 America no longer listens to God and has become an amoral society. When anyone 

speaks of sin, they quickly, loudly, and defensively tell the speaker to hush. America simply 

doesn’t want to hear it anymore. This country is content to live amorally. 

 Amorality is the state of being without moral standards; it is indifference to morals and 

questions whether we should be speaking of right and wrong. Amorality is not merely failure to 

hear God; it is the refusal to judge anything. It is not uncommon today to hear someone say there 

is no such thing as sin. 

 The best-known Scripture in America is Matthew 7:1, “Judge not, that you be not 

judged.” You can talk to a pagan, and he can quote this passage. One must wonder, however, if 

he has heard what Jesus say in this passage or if he has read into the passage what he wanted it to 

say. 

 Jesus gave this instruction at a time when Jewish leaders were judging others based on 

their human traditions. When the Pharisees and scribes accused Jesus of sin for not washing his 

hands according to the tradition of the elders, they were not judging him based on divine 

revelation but on their own rules. 

 If one only hears what Jesus said in Matthew 7:1 and misses many other relevant 

passages of Scripture, he will likely believe a lie. For instance, Jesus said in John 7:24, “Do not 

judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment” (ESV). Jesus was not telling His followers 

never to judge but to judge righteously. The Jews had unfairly condemned Him for healing a 

man on the Sabbath day. The Jews had gone far beyond the teaching of the fourth commandment 

to develop an elaborate tradition. Their judgment was based upon assumptions and appearances 

arising from their human traditions not the law of God. 



 Righteous judgment meant they must stop judging according to superficial standards but 

start judging honestly and objectively according to the revealed will of God. Objective and right 

judgment demands moral and biblical discernment in order to make a wise choice. 

 The Bible actually gives many instances of leaders judging those who sin. In 1 

Corinthians 5, for instance, Paul condemned the man who was living immorally with his father’s 

wife and rebuked the church at Corinth for becoming arrogant over him. Paul knew the urgency 

of the matter, because “a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Paul 

urged Timothy, “Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also 

will be fearful of sinning” (1 Timothy 5:20). 

 The Lord Jesus actually rebuked Thyatira for tolerating “that woman Jezebel, who calls 

herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and 

to eat food sacrificed to idols” (Revelation 2:20). The common belief Jesus would never rebuke 

or condemn anyone of anything is simply untrue. People who say such things aren’t listening to 

God. Such people are hearing the culture of our time masquerading as the voice of God. 

 When Paul wrote Titus, he confirmed the testimony of Epimedes, a man thought to be a 

prophet in Crete in the 6
th

 century B.C. This moral reformer said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 

beasts, lazy gluttons” (Titus 1:12). Paul’s remedy was to “rebuke them sharply, that they may be 

sound in the faith” (1:13). 

  When men fail to teach the Truth and speak out against sin, society becomes like these 

Cretans. They cannot be trusted to tell the truth; they live on the level of beasts that victimize 

others and cannot restrain their appetites for more. The more America shuts God up, the more 

amoral and beastly she will become. 

 Alex de Tocqueville, a French statesman, traveled to America in the 1830s to investigate 

what had caused the greatness of America. He concluded: 

I sought for the key to the greatness and genius of America in her harbors…; in her 

fertile fields and boundless forests; in her rich mines and vast world commerce; in her 

public school system and institutions of learning. I sought for it in her democratic 

Congress and in her matchless Constitution. Not until I went into the churches of 



America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of 

her genius and power. 

In the midst of this finding, de Tocqueville leaves us with a significant warning. 

America is great because America is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, 

America will cease to be great.  

We need to listen to de Tocqueville on this matter, and more importantly, we must listen 

once again to God. Let us listen with our ears and with our hearts. Let us do more than 

hear; let us live what we hear.  

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 

themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who 

looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he 

has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the 

perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but 

an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does (James 1:22-25, NASB). 

 


