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 The brilliant French historian Alexis de Tocqueville once said, “The greatness of 

America lies not in being more enlightened than any other nation, but rather in her ability to 

repair her faults.” The fact that America is the most enlightened nation in the world cannot be 

gainsaid. Today, America’s eyes have been opened as wide as ever in its history—capable of 

seeing what appears to be an endless ocean of opportunities—as she proudly gazes across the 

horizon. 

 There is a sense in which an enlightened culture can be quite beneficial to its occupants. 

Who among us is not impressed with some of the vast array of medical advancements and 

scientific breakthroughs that have occurred within the last fifty years? Surely the recipients of 

such achievements are impressed, not to mention grateful—at least they should be. And what can 

be said of those who discovered and initiated such advancements? We gratefully tip our hats 

toward these highly sophisticated minds for some of their great discoveries and achievements, 

while at the same time we cry and shudder at some of the ideas that are being propagated within 

the medical and scientific field, e.g., embryonic stem cell research. Truly, in one sense, it is a 

blessing to live in such an enlightened age as ours.  

 Unfortunately, our nation proudly bathes herself in the swelling tub of her 

accomplishments. And like those misguided humanistic nations that descended from Noah, 

enlightened America is trying to “make a name” for herself (Genesis 11:4), while at the same 

time leaving the name of God out of the picture. As George Orwell has well stated, “Enlightened 

people seldom or never possess a sense of responsibility.” When responsibility is eradicated from 

the human heart, a godless society is immediately conceived. 

 It is without question that with every virtue, there is a corresponding vice that Satan has 

strategically and deceptively placed nearby. We find clear and convincing evidence of this truth 

very early in Scripture. When God created Adam and Even and placed them in the garden 

paradise, they were surrounded by a virtuous atmosphere. “And the Lord God commanded the 

man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat [virtue] but of the tree of the 



knowledge of good and evil [vice] you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 

surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17, emp. added). Adam and Even could not have been given a better 

environment in which to live and serve their Creator. Virtue could be seen everywhere, except 

one place—the place where the forbidden fruit lay. Satan, the great deceiver, had blinded the 

eyes of mother Eve—promising her great enlightenment if she would simply taste the forbidden 

fruit (Genesis 2:5).  

 Do we even need to raise the question as to whether or not Satan has blinded the eyes of 

our enlightened nation? It is important to remember that being an enlightened nation doesn’t 

necessarily mean that the nation is spiritual and living in fellowship with God. A nation can be 

extremely spiritual, intellectually enlightened, and sincerely think she is walking with God, when 

in reality she may not even be aware that she is walking in spiritual darkness. The famed writer 

and poet Thomas Merton astutely observed, “We stumble and fall constantly even when we are 

most enlightened. But when we are in true spiritual darkness, we do not even know that we have 

fallen.”  

 In spite of America’s greatness, she has fallen. In fact, “truth has fallen in the street” 

(Jeremiah 5:1). A nation that falls spiritually, can rise again, but not without God’s assistance 

and compliance to His will. The faults of America are many. And most of the solutions that are 

being offered to correct them are about as effective as one repositioning the chairs on the deck of 

the Titanic when she slammed into that massive iceberg. The truth is that solutions for America’s 

failures are as available as the nearest copy of a Bible. To this sacred Book we now turn our 

attention, as we highlight just one of many solutions that can assist in repairing the spiritual 

foundation of our nation, which seems to be crumbling at an alarming rate. 

The Elimination of Pride 

 To say that Satan has thrown the sinful garment of pride across the shoulders of our 

nation would be an understatement. Unwittingly, America proudly displays the work of her 

archenemy’s hands, while the great deceiver continues to slowly warm the soul of our nation. 

 The Lord has always had a holy hatred toward the sin of pride. The first of the seven 

things that Solomon declared were an abomination to Jehovah was “a proud look” (Proverbs 

6:17). Just about every Christian can quote Proverbs 16:18, but not all of us heed it: “Pride goes 

before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” God “will bring down haughty looks” 



(Psalm 18:27). God’s judgment of the Edomites for cursing Israel, as depicted in the book of 

Obadiah, well illustrates this truth. The sin of pride invaded the hearts of these ruthless 

descendants of Esau, and this same sin would eventually seal the nation’s doom. The prophet 

said: 

“Behold, I will make you small among the nations; You shall be greatly despised. 

The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, 

Whose habitation is high; you who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to 

the ground?’ Though you ascend as high as the eagle, And though you set your 

nest among the stars, From there I will bring you down,” says the LORD 

(Obadiah 2-4).  

 History tells us that the Edomites applauded the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (cf. 

Psalm 137:7) but died trying to defend it in 70 A.D. After that time, they were never heard of 

again. As Obadiah predicted, they would be “cut off forever” (Obadiah 10), “and no survivor 

shall remain of the house of Esau” (Obadiah 18). Out of the dust of antiquity, the voices of the 

Edomites are crying out to America with a sobering message. That message is this: The absence 

of a nation’s humility incurs the disfavor of Jehovah, and the prolonging of their pride—with no 

repentance—will eventually cause Him to unleash His wrath upon that nation. Here is a question 

worth pondering: Does America think she is impregnable as the Edomites thought they were? 

Agur’s wise words may very well describe the heart of our nation, “There is a generation—oh, 

how lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are lifted up” (Proverbs 30:13). Wise is the nation that 

is not too proud to admit her mistakes and then seeks God for its spiritual healing. 

 When Solomon finished dedicating the temple, God appeared to him at night and said: 

I have heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of 

sacrifice. When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to 

devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, if My people who are 

called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:12-14, emp. added). 

 Under the Old Testament system, this was God’s method for His people to return to Him. 

It is important to remember that the New Testament law (under which all men today are 



amenable) reveals the pathway back to God for any rebellious nation or any person for that 

matter (John 8:24; Acts 17:30; Romans 10:9-10; Acts 2:38). However, the principles contained 

in 2 Chronicles 7:14—though confined to that time period—are very much applicable to our 

modern culture. That being the case, when we as a nation humble ourselves and become holy, 

then (and only then), will we be heard! 

Conclusion 

 America has cultivated many sins. Perhaps the sin of pride is what gives birth to so many 

other sins that we see affecting the heart of our nation. As William Barclay observed, “Pride is 

the ground in which all other sins grow, and the parent from which all the other sins come.”  

 One of the premiere dangers of pride is the fact that it feeds on goodness. David Rhodes 

expresses this very truth in these telling words, “Pride is the dandelion of the soul. Its root goes 

deep; only a little left behind sprouts again. Its seeds lodge in the tiniest encouraging cracks. And 

it flourishes in good soil: The danger of pride is that it feeds on goodness” (emp. added). 

 America is good; and that being the case, Satan knows the soil of our nation is ripe to 

plant the seed of pride within her. He has planted it, and America continues to carelessly water 

the devil’s work, completely unaware that even with our enlightened eyes we have become blind 

to the spiritual harvest that inevitably awaits us (Galatians 6:7–8). 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true….think on these things” (Philippians 4:8). 

 

 

 

 
 


