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 I have more money than I have ever had in my life, but I would like to have more. You 

could put the house I grew up in into half of my current basement, but I still think about how 

much nicer the house up the street is. Our cars are nicer than any we have ever owned. They are 

relatively new, dependable, fuel efficient, and very comfortable, but for some reason I wish I had 

a car like the one my friend drives instead of mine. What is my problem? I have been caught up 

in the all-too-common attempt at “keeping up with the Joneses.” The Joneses are not real people, 

but we all know them. The Joneses represent everything that we don’t have but have convinced 

ourselves everyone else does have. It is a never-ending thirst that can never be quenched because 

it is an illusion. You can always have more money, bigger houses, faster computers, fancier cars, 

etc. Solomon warns us in Ecclesiastes 5:10 saying, “He who loves money will not be satisfied 

with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity” (ESV). Trying to 

keep up with the Joneses will only lead to discontentment and an inability to recognize God’s 

blessings for what they are. It not only hurts us emotionally, but it comes between God and us.  

The problem comes from defining ourselves based on a comparison with others. When I 

stand in the slums of a third world country or even in the inner cities of our country, there is 

never a problem with the Joneses. I feel so blessed and even compelled to share more of the 

many things with which God has blessed me. It is when I drive through the local country club 

estates and sit at a stoplight surrounded by luxury vehicles that I feel like I don’t have enough 

and want more. Even though I understand the fallacy of these feelings, they still present a real 

struggle with materialism on a day-to-day basis. 

The solution to keeping up with the Joneses is to define ourselves based upon the 

blessings and presence of God. Take a moment to understand that God is with us, and give Him 

glory for all the things that He has given to us. As a Christian, we have given to us everything we 

need by God (Matthew 6:33). Notice that I did not say He has given us everything we want. My 

children often want things that would be harmful to them. As their father it is part of my 

responsibility to make sure they don’t receive those harmful things even when they struggle to 



understand the rationale. That truth which is so obvious to any parent is no less true when it 

comes to our Heavenly Father and His children. If there is something I don’t have, it is possible 

that God has a reason even though I may not understand. For that which I do have, I must take 

the time to give Him glory for bringing into my life. James 1:27 reminds us, “Every good and 

perfect gift is from above….” When was the last time I thanked God for that car that is old but 

still transports me everywhere I want to go, or for that house that has not been remolded since 

the 1970s but still provides my family a comfortable and safe place to live? Counting your 

blessings may sound like a cliché answer, but it is a powerful tool in keeping our possessions in 

proper perspective. 

When we learn to recognize what God has done in our lives rather than constantly 

comparing ourselves to others, we will be able to stop the endless lie of keeping up with the 

Jones and begin a life of contentment that finds peace and satisfaction in the abundance we 

enjoy. It is that contentment that Paul enjoyed as he wrote in Philippians 4:11-12, “…For I have 

learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble 

means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned 

the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need” 

(NASB). Paul didn’t worry about keeping up with the Joneses because he was supported by the 

Lord. So I may or may not have that mansion on a hilltop in this life. If you do, I won’t begrudge 

you for your blessings or feel bad because I don’t have what you have. Instead I will know that 

God has given me what I need to be what He wants me to be at this moment in my life. I will 

praise Him for those things and find contentment in His divine hand. Easier said than done? 

Maybe, but Paul concluded his remarks on contentment in Philippians 4 with this reminder 

concerning our struggle to avoid keeping up with the Joneses: “I can do all things through Him 

who strengthens me” (NASB).  


