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“For whoever is ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 

him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy 

angels” (Mark 8:38). 

 

 A recent Barna survey noted that most Christians do not believe that the Holy Spirit is a 

living force. Overall, 58 percent said the Holy Spirit is “a symbol of God’s power or presence 

but is not a living entity.” Just one third of Christians understood that the Holy Spirit is a living 

force, while nine percent were not sure. 

 The Scriptures, however, are clear that the Holy Spirit is a person. The Lord Jesus said, 

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:26, ESV). This does 

not sound like a symbol but sounds exactly like a person. In Acts 5:1-11 Ananias and Sapphira 

lied to the Holy Spirit, who is understood in this context as divine. In Ephesians 4:30, the apostle 

Paul urged Christians not to “grieve the Holy Spirit of God.” One does not grieve a symbol; one 

grieves a person.  

 Paul explained in Romans 8:26-27 that the Holy Spirit “intercedes for us with groaning 

too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, 

because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God” (ESV). Such language must be 

speaking of a living person not a symbol. 

 When asked about Satan, 59 percent of American Christians said he “is not a living being 

but is a symbol of evil.” Thirty-five percent said Satan was a living being, and eight percent were 

unsure. The Scriptures are not unclear about the devil as a person. Satan tempted Jesus in the 

wilderness and had a conversation (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). John told the Jews, “You are 

of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 

speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44, ESV). 



 Interestingly, nearly three out of four agree with the statement that the Bible is accurate in 

all the principles it teaches (Most American Christians Do Not Believe Satan or the Holy Spirit 

Exist,” http://www.barna.org).
 
 In spite of the fact that the Bible teaches the personality of the 

Holy Spirit and Satan, many obviously question this as reality.  

 The Bible clearly teaches the sinless nature of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:14-16; 1 Peter 

2:21-24), yet only forty percent of American Christians believe this. This inconsistency calls for 

us to question what it means to believe. If one believes Jesus, does one also believe what He 

teaches? If one believes Jesus, does one also believe what is taught about Him in the New 

Testament? Faith in Christ as Lord and the Son of God should mean that one takes His words to 

be divine and authoritative. Jesus once asked, “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do 

what I tell you?” (Luke 6:46, ESV). Those who identify Jesus as Lord should not only believe 

what He says but also live it out in their lives. To suggest that one believes in Jesus but doesn’t 

need to accept His teaching and obey it is absurd. What we believe is inherently tied to 

obedience. 

 If I claim Jesus is the Son of God, divine and trustworthy, then I ought to trust what He 

tells me. Wearing the name “Christian” ought to mean more than something social. To trust 

Christ means to rely on the integrity, strength, promises, truthfulness, and surety of Christ’s 

words. How can I say I believe in Christ as Divine and claim that He has not told me the truth? If 

I trust Him as one who speaks for God, then I trust every word He speaks. 

 Beyond that, the words of Jesus affect my salvation. Jesus said He received His words 

from the Father and delivered them to the apostles (John 17:8, 14). That “Word is truth” (17:17). 

The words Jesus spoke “are spirit and are life” (6:63). His words distinguish the person who 

thinks he is a disciple and one who is “truly” His disciple (8:31). It is this truth that makes one 

free (8:32). The Lord Jesus warned, “The one who rejects Me and does not receive My words 

has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day” (12:48, ESV). The 

apostle John observed the weakness of people in his day to live up to their faith in John 12:42-

43. “Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees 

they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the 

glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God” (ESV). 



 The temptation to listen to the world or our peers remains with us. Whether we listen to 

the world or listen to the words of Jesus will make a difference in our future. The Lord ended the 

Sermon on the Mount with these words: 

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of My Father who is in Heaven. On that day many will say to Me, 

“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and cast out demons in Your name, and 

do many mighty works in Your name?” And then will I declare to them, “I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness.” 

Everyone then who hears these words of Mine and does them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the 

rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a 

foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 

the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it 

(Matthew 7:21-27, ESV). 

 Postmodern Christianity, which has rejected absolutes, claims that what a person 

believes is insignificant as long he believes and loves Jesus. Nothing, however, could be further 

from the truth. To believe in Jesus as the Son of God means that we trust what He says is true 

and authoritative. To suggest otherwise is absurd; it is logically contradictory.  

 Jesus is Lord. Let’s acknowledge that fact, trust it, live it, and share it. We can do no less. 


