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Dept. / Life in American - Phil Sanders 

 

 

Is Life Cheap? 

 

 

 For many people today life is cheap. In some cases, it is one’s own life that is cheap; and 

in others, it is someone else’s life. Some people reason that it’s a “no-brainer” to take another’s 

life if it is to their benefit. Others reason that if life has no quality, then it is not worth living. In 

either case, life becomes cheapened. The current controversies over life issues in America seem 

strange to those who believe God is the One who holds our lives in His hands. Some are 

beginning to speak up about the value of life: 

 

 "We shouldn't use a weaker person for the benefit of a stronger person," Sen. Sam 

Brownback, R-Kansas, said during a debate. Embryonic stem cell research is the "use of human 

life as raw material and if we do that, raw material we will be. And we cheapen life." (Thomas 

Burr, “Hatch Pledges To Keep ‘Pressing’ For Stem Cell Bill,” The Salt Lake Tribune, July 31, 

2006). 

 

 “[T]he push for assisted suicide ignores the fact that a person’s worth is not contingent 

upon their ability to ‘do.’ What’s more, just because a person is infirm or suffering, this does not 

render their life as one not worth living. These people can and do make contributions to society 

in a variety of ways” (Assemblyman Chuck DeVore, California). 
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 "Sometimes it is hard to believe that the embryo that was only 4 cells when shipped here, 

grew into a 9 pound, 13 oz. newborn! What a miracle! . . . This opportunity has enriched our 

lives so much . . . Are we so blinded by the 'promise' of 'perfecting' life that we are willing to 

cheapen it? That is what we do when we sacrifice or destroy one life for the 'greater good,' we 

cheapen life itself" (Tina Harvey of Port Huron, Michigan, commenting on her adopted son 

Samuel who came from a frozen, in-vitro fertilized cell). 

 

Why are humans valuable? 

 

 they are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27) 

 children are regarded as God’s gift (Psalm 127:3) 

 a human before birth is regarded the same as a “baby” (Luke 1:41, 44; cf. Acts 7:19) 

 the development of a child in the womb is regarded as a work of God (Psalm 139:13-16) 

 God has made plans even for the unborn (Jer. 1:5; Luke 1:11-17) 

 killing innocent persons is regarded as sinful (Ex. 20:13; Prov. 6:16-19; Matt. 19:18) 

 the Law of God requires severe penalties to one who seriously injures or takes the life of 

an unborn child (Ex. 21:22-24) 

 

Why is life valuable? 

 

 because the decisions people make in this life affect their destiny in the next life (2 Cor. 

5:10; Rev. 20:11-15) 
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 because life is God’s gift to man (Gen. 2:7) 

 because one person’s soul (or life) is more valuable than the whole world (Mt. 16:26) 

 earthly life is dependent upon God; Jesus upholds all things (Col. 1:17) 

 because man is spiritual as well as physical, man does not live by bread alone but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God (Dt. 8:3; Mt. 4:4) 

 “Not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for 

the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; if therefore whether we live or die, we are the 

Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the 

dead and of the living.” (Rom. 14:7-9) 

 

 Life, as it is used in the Bible, has a much wider application than only to physical, bodily 

existence. Jesus came to give an abundant life (Jn. 10:10), which blesses the spirit and the heart 

as well as the body. Life also includes the emotions, the passions, the personality, and the mind. 

To cheapen life is to rob ourselves of the spiritual as well as the physical. 

 

Things that Cheapen Life 

 

 There is a variety of issues today that questions the value or need of life. The mother of 

an unwanted child may believe that the termination of her fetus will enhance her own life, but at 

the time there is little thought to the lost life of the child. The young person who wants to show 

his family and friends that he is not to be mistreated may harm himself, taking his life. The zealot 

who thinks that only aborted stem cells can aid medical research thinks nothing of supporting the 

pro-choice position. A patient, sensing she can’t get better may ask her doctor to assist her in 
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taking her own life. In each case human beings depreciate the magnificent gift of their Creator, 

who gives life and breath to all (Acts 17:24-25). 

 In 1900 the life expectancy in the U.S. was 47 years; today it 77.9 years. A century ago 

people typically died quickly from infectious disease or infections following injury; now most 

Americans live long enough to develop degenerative diseases: heart disease, diabetes, stroke, or 

cancer. In fact, 70-80 percent of us will die of something we have had for months or even years. 

Four out of five Americans now die in an institution: hospital, nursing home, or other extended-

care facility. We don’t die as quickly as we used to. 

 "Euthanasia" is the intentional ending of a patient's life by a physician, usually by lethal 

injection. While euthanasia is illegal, physician-assisted suicide is legal in Oregon. "Physician-

assisted suicide" refers to the ending of life through the voluntary self-administration of lethal 

medications, expressly prescribed by a physician for that purpose. Since the Oregon Death with 

Dignity Act became law in 1997, there have been 246 physician-assisted suicides and doctors 

have written 390 lethal prescriptions. The Death with Dignity Act legalizes physician-assisted 

suicide but prohibits euthanasia (http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/pas/ar-index.shtml). 

 According to the National Mental Health Association, suicide is still a serious problem 

(http://www.nmha.org/infoctr/factsheets/81.cfm). 

 Suicide is the eighth leading cause of death in the United States, accounting for more than 

1% of all deaths.  

 More years of life are lost to suicide than to any other single cause except heart disease 

and cancer.  

 30,000 Americans commit suicide annually; an additional 500,000 Americans attempt 

suicide annually.  



Phil Sanders 5 Think Magazine Sept 2006 

 The actual ratio of attempts to completed suicides is probably 10 to 1.  

 30% to 40% of persons who commit suicide have made a previous attempt.  

 The risk of completed suicide is more than 100 times greater than average in the first year 

after an attempt - 80 times greater for women, 200 times greater for men, 200 times 

greater for people over 45, and 300 times greater for white men over 65.  

 Suicide rates are highest in old age: 20% of the population and 40% of suicide victims are 

over 60. After age 75, the rate is three times higher than average, and among white men 

over 80, it is six times higher than average.  

 Substance abuse may be involved in half of all suicide cases. About 20% of suicides are 

alcohol abusers, and the lifetime rate of suicide among alcoholics is at least three or four 

times the average. Completed suicides are more likely to be men over 45 who are 

depressed or alcoholic.  

 Throughout history, suicide has been both condemned and permitted by various societies. 

It is generally condemned by Islam, Judaism, and Christianity; and suicide attempts are crimes 

punishable by law in many countries. The Brahmans of India, however, permit suicide; and 

suttee, the theoretically voluntary suicide of an Indian widow, now outlawed, was highly praised 

at one time. In ancient Greece, convicted criminals were permitted to take their own lives.  

 Jews committed suicide rather than submit to ancient Roman conquerors at Masada or 

Crusading knights who intended to force their conversion. Buddhist monks and nuns have 

committed sacrificial suicide as a form of social protest. The Japanese custom of hara-kiri, or 

self-disembowelment, was long practiced as a ceremonial rite among the samurai. Japan's use of 

kamikaze suicide bombers during World War II became a model to the suicide bombing that 

emerged in the late 20th century as a form of terrorism, particularly among Islamic extremists. 

http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9065252
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9044483
http://www.britannica.com/eb/topic?idxStructId=736115&typeId=13
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9071797
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Americans have also witnessed the Peoples Temple (Jonestown, Guyana, 1978) and Heaven's 

Gate (San Diego, California, U.S., 1997), commit mass suicide.  

 The cheapening of life ignores the coming and the sacrifice of Jesus so that we might 

have life (Jn. 10:10; 1 Pet. 2:21-24). If life is cheap, then his gift is cheap.  

 If life is cheap, then everyone’s life is cheap. The consequences of such thinking hold no 

hope and less promise. The answer to such despair is always the same—Jesus Christ. 

 

http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9126423
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9126072
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9126072

