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The Psalmist declared, “The sum of your word is truth; and every one of your righteous 

rules endures forever” (Psalm 119:160, ESV). Another translation says, "The entirety of 

your word is truth” (NKJV). Tragically, the truth of this passage has been assaulted in the 

past, and is even now assailed by both modernists and "Bible believing" people alike. 

 

Is Some of God’s Word Inspired; or, is the Sum of God’s Word Inspired? 

The modernist asserts that parts of Scripture are inspired and tells us that the Bible 

contains the Word of God in certain places. Such an assertion ignores the affirmation of 

the Psalmist that the entirety of God's Word is truth. Furthermore, "All Scripture is given 

by inspiration of God" (2 Timothy 3:16, emphasis mine). If only parts of the Bible are 

inspired, how does one determine which sections are and which segments are not 

inspired?  Liberal theologians suggest that some of the Bible is God's truth. But again, the 

Psalmist declared that the sum of God's Word is truth. 

 

Do I Accept Some of God’s Word or the Sum of God’s Word? 

On the other hand, some claim to believe that the Bible is inspired in all of its parts. Yet, 

some of these same individuals will preach and practice only some of what it requires. 

They adopt a "cafeteria-style" approach to the Bible in which they pick out the parts they 

like and put them on their theological tray while rejecting other portions that fail to tickle 

their fancy. They are reminiscent of Jehoiakim who listened to Jehudi read the Word of 

God as recorded by Jeremiah. Upon hearing the prophecy of the coming Babylonian 

captivity, Jehoiakim took the scroll, cut it with his penknife and cast it into the fire 

(Jeremiah 36:23). Jehoiakim wanted only some of God's Word instead of the sum of 

God's Word. Sadly, the spirit of Jehoiakim is still alive today. 

 

Many religious people believe in preaching and yet suggest that women are authorized to 

preach as well as men. They ignore Paul's prohibition of this in 1 Timothy 2:11-12. Are 

they taking some or sum? Some religions preach morality while forming policies at their 

conventions to allow homosexuals to be "ordained" as ministers in their churches. This is 

contrary to Romans 1:26-27 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. Is it some of God’s Word that they 

want or the sum of God’s Word? 

 

In the religious world today, millions pledge allegiance to passages on faith while 

rejecting the ones that require water baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 

Peter 3:21). They take some and not the sum. There are others who laud Paul’s epistles 

and yet reject Christ as the sole head and legislator of the Church (Colossians 1:18). They 

further ignore God’s arrangement for qualified elders to lead the Church and substitute a 

board of deacons with a “pastor” as head in it's place. Are they taking some of God’s 

Word or the sum of God’s Word? Many observe the Lord's Supper but ignore the pattern 

of frequency set forth in Acts 20:7. Is this approach some or sum? 

        



 

 

Does My Preacher Preach Some of God’s Word or the Sum of God’s Word? 

When preachers preach on first principles but fail to preach on moral issues, they are 

preaching some, but not the sum of God’s Word. When preachers preach on the love, 

grace, and mercy of God, while never bothering to mention His holiness and severity 

(Romans 11:22), they are preaching some of God’s Word but not the sum of God’s 

Word. Likewise, when preachers focus exclusively on “doctrinal” preaching while failing 

to address the subjects of brotherly love, grief, overcoming discouragement, joy in Christ, 

security in Christ, grace, mercy and forgiveness, etc., they are preachers of some of 

God’s Word, but not the sum of God’s Word. And finally, when Church leaders muzzle 

the preacher from preaching on certain controversial issues they are showing respect for 

some of God’s Word, but not the sum of God’s Word. 

 

Paul did not shrink from declaring the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27; 2 Tim. 4:2-4, 

ESV). We are to do no less! Are you embracing just some of the Word, or the sum of 

God’s Word?  The only way to live, love, preach, and teach is to do so while adhering to 

the sum of God’s Word.  Every bit of it is Truth.  May we never be a Jehoiakim and take 

only part; but instead, like the Psalmist, declare our love for its sum.   

 
 


