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 One of the first things parents learn when they become parents is that children come with 

no instructions at all. If there were an instruction booklet, I suspect a large section of it would be 

devoted to the potential questions their little bundle of joy might ask. Unfortunately, no book in 

the world is large enough to answer all the questions children ask. I can tell my daughter why I 

use hot pads to take food out of the oven, but I have no idea what would happen if our dog 

caught a squirrel as big as our house. I can teach my son how to tie his shoes, but not how to fly 

a jet. 

 Questions are a normal and indeed necessary part of a child’s growth and learning. But 

sometimes the most important questions are the ones they may never ask. Parents must be able to 

teach their children the answers to several questions, whether or not their children ever ask them. 

These questions are found in the Bible and are as ageless and important today as they were when 

they were first asked. 

 What is truth? Pontius Pilate asked Jesus that question in John 18:38. Sadly, he didn’t 

wait for an answer. Pilate was looking Truth in the face and did not recognize it. Jesus said, “I 

am the Way, the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6). The world will tell our children that there is no 

such thing as truth, that it is all subjective and relative, and that truth, like beauty, is in the eye of 

the beholder. Even some of our congregations, caught up in the “emerging church movement,” 

do not insist that there is absolute truth. Parents, this is one question to which we dare not miss 

the answer. Fortunately, our God has not left us without help. Jesus in John 17:17 said that 

God’s Word is Truth. We need to instill God’s Word in our children early and instill it deeply. 

The world will do its best to shake our children’s faith. Schools are apathetic at best on this 

subject and more often hostile to truth.  

 Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice? This is another question that we, as 

parents, must get right. Pharaoh arrogantly asked it in his unbelief and his pride (Exodus 5:2). 

We should reverently and respectfully live the answer to this question every day of our lives. We 

must teach our children about the Creator of the universe, the One who holds our very breath in 



 

His hand (Daniel 5:23). We must teach them about the all-loving Father who gave His Son for a 

lost and dying world (John 3:16). To fail to answer this question is to fail completely. 

 What must I do to be saved? In fear and trembling, the Philippian jailer asked this 

question (Acts 16:30). It is one of the greatest questions ever asked. Our response to it can make 

an eternal difference. It has been well said that the home is the front line of evangelism. At best, 

our children get only a couple of hours of Bible instruction at church each week, and that is if 

they are there every time the doors are opened. The rest of the time they are either at school, 

where they likely will be taught nothing whatsoever of spiritual matters, or under our influence 

as parents. What are we doing with the time we have with our children? Are we teaching them 

how important sports, academics, and extracurricular activities are so they can get into college? 

Or are we teaching them how important the Church is so they can get into Heaven? Where are 

our priorities, and how are we teaching our children to set their own priorities? We must teach 

our children not only how to obey the Gospel, but how to live faithfully for Christ after 

they have been baptized. Of course, that means living that way ourselves.  

 Our children are the most important responsibility we will ever be given. They will ask 

many things of us, both materially and spiritually. Whether or not we can answer all of their 

many questions is not important. What is important is whether we can answer the questions that 

truly matter. What truly matters to you? 

 
 
 
 


