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God created our brain to learn.  

Simple statement with great impact.  

By Ginger Young 

 

How then is it best to learn? The Scripture quotes Jesus as saying “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 

and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Matthew 22: 37-40.  

The research on how the brain learns now suggests that emotions and reason are 

so interlinked because of the circuitry of emotion is so widely distributed throughout the 

brain that all cognitive processes are affected. The research suggests that because of the 

strong link, even attention to detail and problem solving occurs most effectively with 

when the emotions are aroused (Jensen, Eric, Brain Based Learning, Second Edition, 

2000). 

 What does all these mean for the educator in a classroom setting - both for Bible 

study and academic areas? For learning to occur, we must provide an emotional link to 

the information being addressed in the lesson. It is important for us to engage the 

student’s heart, soul and mind. Character education needs to be linked to a love of the 

Lord, both in instruction and action. It’s not enough any longer to tell our students what 



to do, we have to immerse them in it. We must allow them to experience the joy of 

serving our neighbor, link it to the Bible command, and then allow them to logically 

understand the gains from making these types of wise choices. After they are moved 

through the learning process with total engagement of the heart, soul, and mind, then lead 

them to think critically about new ways to meet the goal and generalize it to other 

settings. When a student is able to explain how to find other ways to meet the same goal, 

then true learning has taken place and the full cycle of learning with heart, soul, and mind 

has occurred. The added advantage of feeling good about oneself is also experienced, and 

the student takes another step on the path to loving self. This provides an additional 

emotional link to the learning experience. 

 In truth, the latest research has once again confirmed the scriptural method set out 

from the beginning of time. 


