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Having looked in the tearful eyes of parents whose children have abandoned the Faith, I 

have learned there are a million miles between our children “going through the motions” in 

reference to their spiritual lives versus our children possessing hearts that dictate their actions. 

In this column, I plan to share with you what I hope to instill in the hearts of my children and 

those whom I love. 

There was not a precise date that it occurred, like 9/11, but we have all watched it happen, 

gradually through the years. It wasn’t something that we could immediately place our finger on 

and take corrective action, but rather it slowly leached out of society—the lack of common 

courtesy and civility. Gone are the days when people stop to speak to one another on the street or 

hold doors for strangers. In fact, gone are the days when you can count on getting good service at 

restaurants or places of business. These have been replaced by individuals who are bustling 

about and are only considerate of themselves. Words like “thank you” and “please” have been 

heaped onto the relic pile of history. 

While courtesy and civility can still be found within a church family, the fact remains that 

both are leaching out in the church as well. (“As the home goes, so goes the church.”) We 

hurriedly walk past one another, sometimes without ever saying hello. In some ways we have 

sterilized and mechanized our courtesy. Things that individuals use to do out of the kindness of 

their hearts are now “expected,” as we set up committees and groups to handle various acts of 

kindness. Christians rarely take the time to weep and rejoice with one another as Paul 

admonished (Romans 12:15). Often our patience and tempers are shorter whereas our excuses to 

fellowship and care for one another are longer. 

Here’s what I intend on teaching my children about courtesy and civility. 

I’m not sure how your feet can get so dirty! There have been several occasions in which 

your feet are literally brown from dirt. Now consider for a moment how it felt when Mom would 

take you (carry you) upstairs and wash those dirty feet in the bathtub. While you probably never 

considered it, your mother was mimicking the Master Teacher. Never forget the example Jesus 



gave His disciples by washing their feet (John 13:1-17). Picture the Son of God reaching into a 

basin and washing all of the grime off of their feet. Jesus was demonstrating, through His actions, 

how we should treat one another. Jesus said, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you 

should do as I have done to you” (John 13:14-15). I hope that you never reach the point in your 

life that you believe others should serve you. While this may be commonplace in society, it is not 

commonplace in Christian homes. 

A society in which people don’t look out for one another is not a fun place to live. And 

yet sadly, I’m afraid this in the society in which you are growing up. The Golden Rule (Luke 

6:31) has been forgotten as many people seek to serve themselves. Carefully consider these 

words: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Much of what we observe in 

people today is from a selfish “I-Me” attitude. I pray that your heart will be pricked anytime you 

exhibit such an attitude. 

Your mom and I have tried very hard to mold you in areas such as politeness, respect, 

and graciousness. I recognize that there will be times you forget or times in which courtesy slips 

your mind. But let me encourage you to make it a life-long habit. Your efforts will not go 

unnoticed. Just like your mom and I frequent specific restaurants because of their good service, 

likewise people will want to be around you if you take the time to show them they are important. 

And they are. Never forget that each person you come into contact with has a soul that 

will one day spend eternity somewhere. Never forget that everyone you meet was made in the 

image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26-27)! A servant attitude will look for ways to be 

courteous. Reach out and open the door. Help someone pick up things they dropped. Help 

someone carry groceries to the car. Help your neighbor with a backyard project. Live your life in 

such a way that people witness the Golden Rule in action. 

Love  

Dad 

 


