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God and Evil, Why? 

Phil Sanders, Ph.D. 

 

 

Is he willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is impotent. 

Is he able, but not willing? Then is he malevolent. 

Is he both able and willing? Whence then is evil? 

-Epicurus 

 

 The problem of believing in God while the world lives in pain and evil has led many to 

doubt the existence of God. They wonder why a good God could permit the moral and natural 

pain of our lives. If God hates war and sin, why doesn’t He stop it? If God loves us, why does He 

allow horrible diseases and natural disasters? Why do the innocent suffer? 

 First, let us acknowledge that God is not responsible for the moral evil caused by the 

freewill of men. That man is free to decide his path means that all face the risk of morally corrupt 

choices and all the pain that comes from them. The alternative to freedom is that man would 

become a mindless robot rather than a person made in God’s image with knowledge and choice. 

As long as man has free choice, there will be disasters like what happened on September 11, 

2001. 

 Second, let us acknowledge our own imperfections. We cannot fault God for our 

limitations. We are neither perfect in knowledge, perfect in discretion, nor perfect in our actions. 

We cannot blame God for our mistakes, misjudgments, or misunderstandings. Unfortunately, we 

must live with the imperfections of others, whose mistakes may cost even the innocent greatly. If 

man himself is responsible for the pain he causes himself or others, surely we cannot fault God 

for that. Whether we deserve it or not, we must live with the consequences of moral evil and 

imperfection. 

 This is all well and good, but why do the innocent suffer diseases and natural disasters 

like tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, lightning, and tsunamis? How can a powerful and good God 
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ignore these terrible events? If He is good, why doesn’t He act? If He can do something, why 

does He ignore us? 

 The moment of pain often blinds us to a larger picture, one only time can paint. What 

seems cruel today may be perceived very differently in time, because God’s plan is not finished. 

It is an assumption that ease and happiness are the greatest good in life. Our greatest good may 

not always be found in the absence of pain or trial. Solomon said,  

It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is 

the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart. Sorrow is better than laughter, 

for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. The heart of the wise is in the house of 

mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth (Ecclesiastes 7:2-4 ESV). 

 If suffering proves valuable and can lead to good in a person's life, then its presence does 

not argue against the existence of a good God. God sees what we cannot see and knows what we 

cannot know. Before we decide He has not been good to us, perhaps we should think again. The 

story may not be over. Obviously, many things are not good; but what if God can make good out 

of the events and circumstances of our lives? 

 If we are questioning the power of God, why should we think that the only way He can 

display His loving power is by preventing any evil or suffering from happening? Could He not 

demonstrate His power just as greatly by helping us overcome the pain and limitations of our 

lives? So much good in our lives arises from the overcoming of obstacles that it seems absurd to 

claim obstacles have no merit or value.  

 Paul said in Romans 8:28, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (NASV emp. 

added). Not all things are good, but God can take evil and painful things and make good from 

them. Neither Hurricane Katrina nor 9/11 was good. Innocent people died, lives were ruined, and 

the pain was as great as the flood. But God mattered at such a time! It was the goodness of God 

and the power of the Cross that opened people’s hearts to act with compassion. In the name of 

Christ, Americans gave hundreds of millions of dollars to ease the pain, to repair the broken, and 

to comfort the mourning.  
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 The argument that a good God cannot co-exist with suffering fails if one realizes that 

God can make good out of suffering or there is value to suffering. If all one sees is the pain in 

suffering, one may miss the blessings. 

 

The Values of Suffering 

 

 Are there values to suffering? Of course there are; one can find value even in the hardest 

circumstance. For instance, some "good things" can only be brought about in our character by 

suffering. Athletes abuse their bodies through persistent practice in order to improve them. No 

pain, no gain. The same discipline is found in every college and university. Without the painful 

discipline of study, we would have no scholars.  

 Pearls come as the result of suffering. A tiny copepod crustacean accidentally becomes 

wedged between the oyster’s shell and fleshy mantle. The copepod actually imbeds itself in the 

tissue. The tissue continues to grow, and soon it surrounds the intruder’s body, forming a pocket 

called the pearl sack. The remains of the little intruder, now covered in mantle tissue, will 

eventually become the center of a pearl. To protect the pearl oyster’s tissue from the foreign 

body, the cells of the pearl sack secrete layer upon layer of a substance called nacre. Eventually 

this results in a natural pearl. 

 In the same way, suffering can bless people. Suffering can help a person know his inner 

strength and character. The test of suffering can open his eyes to the plight of others and can be 

done to bless the lives of others. The hurting person often makes the best minister to those who 

suffer the same way. Paul praised God in 2 Corinthians 1:4-6:  

Who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we will be able to comfort those who are in 

any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For just 

as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through 

Christ. But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, 

it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings 

which we also suffer (NASV). 
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The God of the Bible is the God of the Cross 

 Jesus Christ knows what it is to suffer in many forms: pain, injury, insult, punishment, 

rejection, prejudice, jealousy, hatred, hunger, and weakness. He suffered through no fault or sin 

of His own. No one can accuse Jesus of not understanding suffering. The God of Heaven is the 

same God who became vulnerable to all the pain people face. Jesus, as the suffering Messiah, 

was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). 

 His suffering on the Cross forcefully argues that love and suffering are not incompatible. 

Jesus never once questioned His Father's love. When He found that He could not escape the 

Cross, Jesus prayed the will of the Father be done (Luke 22:42). God's love in the sacrifice of 

His Son and Christ’s love in dying are dramatically shown through the suffering and crucifixion 

of Jesus. No one can accuse God of not caring for men. No one can say that He doesn’t 

understand or care that humans suffer. 

 His death teaches us that suffering is not always punishment for our sins. Jesus was 

sinless (1 Peter 2:22; Hebrews 4:14-16); yet, because of His love for us, He was willing to die for 

our sins. The Cross undeniably declares that suffering can accomplish good purposes for others. 

The suffering of one may bless the lives of many others. 

      The rugged Cross symbolized shame, but Jesus transformed the instrument of death into a 

message of love. When God's people suffer, the Father is near them, sharing their pain, and 

holding them in His hands. Jesus yielded His spirit into the hands of His Father at death. We too 

have the assurance that we can entrust our souls to the faithful Father in times of suffering (1 

Peter 2:21-24; 4:19). 

 

  


