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In his “Farewell Address”, President George Washington, declared, “Of all the 

dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are 

indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim that tribute of patriotism who 

should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness.” 

 

The battle over the importance of these two pillars, especially religion, to the health of 

our nation and our government has intensified from being nearly nonexistent at the time 

of the Founding Fathers to a raging inferno today. Perhaps nowhere has this been more 

evident than in our nation’s court system.   

 

Rarely does a year go by in which the U.S. Supreme Court and certainly a state Supreme 

Court does not take a case in which religion and government have seemingly clashed to 

some extent. No doubt this will occur numerous times in 2007, but consider for a moment 

how far we’ve moved from the founding and early years of our nation.   

 

Justice Joseph Story, considered the “Father of American Jurisprudence”, once stated, 

“We are not to attribute this [First Amendment] prohibition of a national religious 

establishment to an indifference to religion in general, and especially to Christianity 

(which none could hold in more reverence, than the framers of the Constitution)…An 

attempt to level all religions and to make it a matter of state policy to hold all in utter 

indifference would have created universal disapprobation [disapproval] if not universal 

indignation [anger].” 

 

The second President of the United States, John Adams, echoed the words of Story and 

Washington when he stated, “We have no government armed with power capable of 

contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our Constitution 

was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 

government of any other.” (emphasis added) 

 

John Hancock, member of the Continental Congress and perhaps the most famous signer 

of the Declaration of Independence, said of the importance of religion and government, 

“Sensible of the importance of Christian piety and virtue to the order and happiness of a 

state, I cannot but earnestly commend to you every measure for their support and 

encouragement…Manners, by which not only the freedom but the very existence of the 

republics are greatly affected, depend much upon the public institutions of religion.” 

   

Not only do we find religion as vital in the words of the Founding Fathers, but also 

evident in a plethora of 19
th

 century court cases.   

 



 People v. Ruggles, 1811—“Whatever strikes at the root of Christianity tends 

manifestly to the dissolution of civil government…because it tends to corrupt the 

morals of the people, and to destroy good order.” 

 Church of the Holy Trinity v. U.S., 1892 -- “The happiness of a people and the 

good order and preservation of civil government essentially depend upon piety, 

religion, and morality.” 

 Charleston v. Benjamin, 1846 – “What constitutes the standard of good morals?  

Is it not Christianity?..The day of moral virtue in which we live would, in an 

instant, if that standard were abolished, lapse into the dark and murky night of 

pagan immorality.” 

 

 

These words in support of religion, its free practice, and its vital importance to society are 

but a small sample from years ago. However, down through the years, we have seen the 

erosion of this emphasis on religion in numerous court cases, most notably Everson v. 

Board of Education, 1947. The Everson case is critical in that it was the first time that the 

phrase “separation of church and state”, penned by Thomas Jefferson in a letter to the 

Danbury Baptist Association, was cited in a legal ruling and it is this case that is 

considered the beginning of the present day church-state debate. 

 

More recently, we have seen lawsuits brought for a host of issues related to religion and 

government. Attempts have been made to eliminate “under God” from the Pledge of 

Allegiance, remove The Ten Commandments from courthouses, and there was the 

landmark 1992 Supreme Court ruling in Lee v. Weisman, which resulted in the 

elimination of school-sponsored prayers at public-school graduation ceremonies.    

 

These attempts to remove God from government and society will no doubt continue 

indefinitely. While often overlooked in the arena of politics, the election of judges who 

will uphold the traditional view of religion in society is of the utmost importance. 

Therefore, we can see the necessity in voting for political candidates who are likely to 

support these same types of judges for confirmation. All that is necessary for more 

assaults on the role of religion in society and government is for those believe in the 

importance of religion to do nothing.    


