
Phil Sanders 1 Think, April 2007  

Life In America – April ‘07 

 

Get the Most out of Your Bible 

Phil Sanders 

 

 

  Solomon urges us to "Buy the truth and do not sell it, Get wisdom and instruction and 

understanding" (Prov. 23:23). Paul said "be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 

workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15).   

 

 1. Familiarize yourself with the sixty-six books of the Bible. The Bible is actually a library of 

books. Notice there is an Old Testament and a New Testament, which are written to different 

audiences. The Old Testament was addressed the nation of Israel or the Jews, while the New is 

addressed to Christians, both Jews and Gentiles. The books of the Bible are written in different 

styles of literature: history, narrative, poetry, wisdom, prophetic, exhortation, and apocalyptic. The 

Bible was written over a period of 1600 years by forty different authors who lived in a variety of 

places. Each book has its own historical and cultural setting. 

 

 2. Select good Bible study helps. It will help you greatly to acquire a Bible dictionary, a Bible 

atlas, and a concordance. These tools will help you define people, places and things that may be 

unfamiliar to you. The concordance will give you the passages, which have the key terms you are 

studying. A study Bible will provide an introduction to each book that will be valuable in putting 

the book into context. 

 

 3. Read each passage in its context. Each passage has a context in which it is to be understood. 

Many people misunderstand what they read because they never take time to explore the 

background of the particular book they are studying. To explore any book of the Bible, one should 

ask these questions: 

 

 Who is writing the passage? 

 To whom is the author writing? Not everything in the Bible is written to every person.   

 When was the passage written? 

 What was the author's intent and purpose in writing?   

 What circumstance may have prompted the writer to give rise to this story or lesson? 

 What kind of literature is he using to make his message known? 

 What are the historical and cultural circumstances that bear on this passage? 

 What would this message mean to its original recipients? 

 

 To interpret a passage without thought to its context is to misinterpret it; to interpret it contrary 

to its context is to teach falsehood for truth.   

 A person will likely miss some of the most important points of the Bible, if he does not think 

about the customs of the people and the historical circumstances of the time. Since the Old 

Testament was written originally in Hebrew and Aramaic and the New Testament was written in 

Greek, the sense of a sentence, and the relation of one sentence to another, must be determined 

according to the grammar of the language in which it is written.  
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 Because the whole Bible is the product of inspiration, no two passages of Scripture conflict or 

contradict one another. No two passages should be thought to teach contrary doctrines. When a 

Bible student encounters a conflict in the Bible, he usually needs to study a little more to see how 

the passages harmonize with each other.   

 Words and phrases sometimes take on a particular meaning whenever they are used often in 

the same book or by the same author. This particular meaning may not be normally understood if 

found used in another book or by another author. 

 The most important context for understanding any verse of Scripture is the verses before and 

after. The final determinate of the meaning of any word is the way that word is used in its 

immediate context. 

 

 4. Learn to draw out the meaning of a passage; do not read into the passage anything that was 

not originally there. Those who study the Bible must be careful not to read into it their own 

personal prejudices or concepts that they think ought to be in the Bible. One must read God's 

Word with an open mind to learn what it says for itself.  The Bible is always its own best 

interpreter. 

 Let the Bible explain itself. A plain, clear passage should always be used to make the dark and 

abstruse passages clear. A difficult passage never denies or contradicts the plain teaching of the 

Scripture. 

 

 5. Take all that the Scriptures teach on any subject. All the truth on any one subject is not 

usually found in one passage. There is a difference between a true statement and the whole truth 

of a matter. John 5:24 says, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him 

who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 

life." It is true that we are saved by faith, but that is not the whole truth. Faith apart from love, 

repentance or baptism will not save (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38). 

 

 6. Recognize figures of speech. "It may truly be said that most of the gigantic errors have their 

root and source, either in figuratively explaining away passages which should be taken literally, or 

in taking literally what has been thrown into a peculiar form or Figure of language: thus, not only 

falling into error, but losing the express teaching, and missing the special emphasis which the 

particular Figure was designed to impart to them." (E.W. Bullinger, Figures of Speech, p. xvi.).   

 

Some Important Figures of Speech: 

 Simile: a comparison of two things in one or more aspects, usually employing the words "like" 

or "as." Example: "Is not my word like a fire?" declares the Lord, "and like a hammer which 

shatters a rock?" (Jer. 23:29; cf. Isa. 53:6; Matt. 10:16; 17:2; 23:27).  

 Metaphor: the comparison of two things without the use of "like" or "as." Example: "You are 

the salt of the earth" (Matt. 5:13; cf. Gen. 49:27; Matt. 5:14; 7:15; Jude 12,13). 

 Parable: a comparison, an extended simile; a short, supposed story from real life that points to 

a moral or spiritual truth. Examples: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37); The Prodigal Son 

(Luke 15:11-32); The Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-13). 

 Allegory: an extended metaphor. An allegory differs from a parable, in that a parable typically 

keeps the story distinct from its interpretation, while an allegory intertwines the story and its 

meaning. Examples of allegories: the Christian armor (Eph. 6:10-20); the true vine (John 15:1-

17); and Paul's allegory of Ishmael and Isaac (Galatians 4). 
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 Personification: representing an inanimate object or abstract idea as endowed with the 

personal attributes of a human being. Example: "tomorrow will be anxious for itself" (Matt. 6:34; 

cf. Num. 16:32; Prov. 8:1; Psalm 19:1; Isa. 55:12). 

 Anthropomorphism: the representation or conception of God as having human attributes.  

Example: the Lord God "walking in the garden in the cool of the day" (Gen. 3:8; cf. Gen. 11:5; 

Psalm 8:3; Prov. 15:3; Isa. 59:1). God, of course, is spirit (John 4:24) and should not be 

considered as made of matter (Acts 17:22-30). 

 Irony: a method of criticizing or judging by seeming to praise or congratulate. Example: 

Elijah's mockery of the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:27; cf. 1 Cor. 4:8-13). 

 Hyperbole: the intentional use of exaggeration for effect.  Example: "it is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 19:24; 

cf. John 21:25; Psalm 6:6,7; Judg. 7:12). 

 Paradox: the assertion of two propositions as true which seem to be contradictory, but in fact 

are not contradictory. For example: "but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away that 

which he hath" (Matt. 13:12; cf. Matt. 5:5). 

 Metonymy: the use of one noun for another that it suggests. For example, 1 Cor. 11:27 speaks 

of drinking "the cup," a reference to the contents not the container. Or "they have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them hear them," the writings of Moses and the prophets not the men (Luke 16:29). 

John turned to see a voice speaking, a reference to the speaker (Rev. 1:12). God so loved the 

world, not the earth but the people who live in it (John 3:16). 

 Synecdoche: a form of expression where a part represents the whole or a whole represents a 

part. For example, "preach the gospel to every creature" would not include dogs and cows (Mark. 

16:15). In Matt. 12:40 Jesus is to spend "three days and three nights in the heart of the earth," yet 

he remains buried only about 37 hours, not 72. The apparent discrepancy is solved when one 

recognizes that in Jewish thought, any part of a day is counted as if it were a whole day. 

 

How can we know the language is figurative?   

 

 The sense of the context will indicate it. 

 When the literal meaning of a word or sentence involves impossibility. 

 If the literal sense makes a contradiction. 

 When the Scriptures are made to demand that which is wrong. 

 When it is said to be figurative. 

 By the use of common sense. 

 

 7. One must come to the Word of God with the right attitude. Open-mindedness and humility 

are essential to good Bible study. One must have a good and honest heart if one is to bring forth 

fruit with patience (Luke 8:15). Christians are to "buy the truth and not sell it" (Prov. 23:23) and 

so hold a high view of the truth. Christians must also come with a willingness to apply what they 

learn to themselves. 

 

 8. Apply the message of the Bible to your life. We ought to bring the message of the Bible 

home by responding to the passage with our hearts and lives. Here are some questions we can ask 

the Scriptures that will help us apply them to our lives: 

 

 Does this suggest a change in my behavior? 
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 Does this reflect a spirit or an attitude I'm not manifesting? 

 Does this confirm a belief I already hold? 

 Does this suggest further study or a change in my beliefs? 

 Have I accepted this promise and trusted God to fulfill it? 

 Have I seen this promise fulfilled in my life? 

 How would it change matters if everyone obeyed this command? 

 What would Jesus do in my place? 

 

One has failed to bring home a passage if one has applied the truths of the Scripture to 

everyone else and neglected to apply them to oneself (Matt. 7:1-5).

 

 


