
Winning Teams (Part 2) 

 

Last month we looked at two characteristics that all winning teams have in common 

- coaching and chemistry. As November comes around and the contenders in the 

football world start to separate themselves from the pack, we can observe two more 

traits of winning teams in order to help us understand how we can be successful 

(both as congregations and individuals).  

 

Winning teams have mastered the fundamentals. 

Sadly, as a “fan” of Colorado sports teams I’ve seen some pretty pitiful teams over 

the last few years. One thing that all of these teams have had in common is a neglect 

of the fundamentals. Of course, the opposite is nearly always true of good teams. 

Winning baseball teams don’t make errors in the field or on the basepaths. Winning 

football teams minimize their turnovers and fulfill their assignments. However, this 

doesn’t just happen. Mastery of fundamentals requires dedication, practice, and 

focus. It will not be achieved without concerted effort. In applying this idea to the 

church, each of us must ask ourselves; “how diligent am I in my studies of the 

Scriptures?” Do I challenge my beliefs, or do you I go off of what I’ve always been 

taught? For every last idea we have that pertains to the Bible, we must ask the 

question “Can I find this in God’s Word?” The Scriptures teach that we should be 

willing to put time and effort into studying and memorizing God’s Word.  

- “Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You” 

(Psalm 119:11 NASB). 



- “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 

need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

- “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a 

defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 

you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15).  

As individuals and as the church, we must make the commitment to study the Bible 

and make sure our beliefs are in accordance with the truth. Elders and preachers, 

the Lord’s congregations must be led back to a deep knowledge and conviction of 

the truth. What foundation are we building on if not the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

Christians, we must strengthen ourselves in the Scriptures and help lead others to 

the truth of God’s Word. Just like the teams mentioned above don’t make mistakes 

on the basics, we must have the fundamentals of our faith set in stone. As the church, 

we should not be tripping over fundamentals like baptism, instrumental music, 

women’s roles, and other basic beliefs any more. It’s time we got back to a solid 

foundation in the fundamentals so we can dig deep and grow into God’s plans for us. 

Winning churches master the fundamentals. 

 

Winning teams know their opponent. 

Film study has long been an integral part of sports. Why? Because teams need to 

know who and what they’ll be facing. It would be ridiculous and foolish for a team to 

step on the field without any idea about the other team’s players and style of play. 

Why, then, do we sometimes try to do the same in our spiritual warfare? We know 

that Satan is actively pursuing us (James 4:8), but it seems that we have buried our 



heads in the sand with regard to some sins instead of making ourselves aware of his 

attacks. In this culture, temptation comes at us from all sides. We can be exposed to 

sinful ideas, images, and attitudes at the store, at work or school, on television, 

through our computers, and in a number of other ways and places. Are you actively 

fighting it and protecting your family? Churches, are you preaching the truth and 

offering help to those caught up in various temptations (including drugs, alcohol, 

pornography/lust, anger, and the list goes on…)? Consider the ways that Satan is 

trying to infiltrate your life, your family, and your church. Do whatever it takes to 

remove those worldly influences. We have plenty of “film” with which we can study 

Satan and his ways, both in the Bible and the culture we live in. The church must 

understand these threats and stand up to them as one, with each member 

supporting each other. Winning churches know their opponent.  

 

We’ve been placed here to glorify God and edify one another that we may spend 

eternity together with Him in heaven. If we want to accomplish that ultimate goal, 

we must work towards these characteristics of winning teams. Let us strive for good 

coaching (encouragement/teaching), chemistry (unity), mastery of the 

fundamentals (a Scriptural foundation), and knowledge of our opponent (awareness 

of worldly influences).  


