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I am the product of the American public school system. My wife and I were classmates in 

the same high school in the Nashville area (no, we were not high school sweethearts—just 

friends). I share that only so that you will know my own history and background.  

Much has changed in the school system since I was handed that piece of parchment—so 

much so that my wife and I would never consider allowing our children to attend the high school 

we graduated from. While drugs and bullying were present during our tenure there, times have 

gotten exponentially worse! 

As the “no child left behind” era was ushered in, it seemed like our common sense in this 

country was ushered out. Children are no longer encouraged to think critically, reflect, or 

discuss—but rather they are expected to master the art of memorization in order to become 

expert test takers. We have produced at least one generation (probably two) of standardized test 

takers. If we are honest with ourselves, we admit that our children are mastering the art of 

regurgitating factoids. 

Allow me to preface the following comment by telling you I have met many wonderful 

Christian educators. In fact, I am friends with several people who are faithful teachers. I 

appreciate Christian educators! Having said that, however, I don't think anyone can deny the fact 

that the system is broken. Children are graduating less “educated” than previous years. Violence 

and drug use are commonplace. (We no longer think about whether there will ever be a school 

shooting, but rather we just ask “where” and “when” it will occur.) Discipline and respect have 

gone out the window in many classrooms. Add to this that much of what is found in modern 

textbooks is framed on a skeleton of humanism and anti-God tenets, and an honest person 

recognizes the recipe for spiritual disaster. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the public education system has greatly influenced the 

church. And in most cases, we have never even stopped to question or evaluate the efficacy of 

this influence. Now stop and think about this: Public education, which is currently a failing and 

broken system, is influencing the church! Want an example? Consider for a moment our Bible 



classes. Age-grouping, booklets, chalk boards (or dry-erase boards), and often classroom seating 

mirrors what is found in the school classroom.  

I recognize the following example will stretch your mind—and may cause many to 

question my sanity—but consider, as just one illustration, the common practice of age-grouping. 

In Bible classes we separate out our children away from their families just like we do in the 

public school system. We even construct our buildings to mimic this arrangement, where 

children never see Mom or Dad in Bible class. However, few congregations are aware that the 

origin of “age-grouping” comes from Prussia—and was employed as an inexpensive social-

control device. Originally, it was used to divide the young and convert them. It also initiated an 

artificial hierarchy and made differing grades rivals based on seniority. It purposefully separated 

family members (siblings) and took parents completely out of the picture. It had nothing to do 

with education. Let me restate that: age-grouping children had nothing to do with 

developing smarter children. Prior to this, many classrooms held multiple grades, and the older 

children often helped teach the younger. Ironically, the old system worked rather well…but it did 

not allow the control the government desired. 

And that is just one example. There are many areas that the church has adopted secular 

techniques—much to our detriment. Many Bible classrooms (or teachers) have become hallowed 

shrines—pillars—in our church buildings. With all due respect to those sacred pillars, let me ask: 

“How’s that working for the Lord’s church?” Notice I didn’t ask how it is working for the 

teachers, as many have settled comfortably in a rut. I also didn’t ask how it is working for the 

students, as they are comfortable in an environment that is similar to schoolrooms. I asked: 

“How’s that working for the Lord’s church?” In other words, is our effort to educate our young 

people in the Bible building strong and vibrant congregations?  

The system we are mirroring is broke. I believe it is time Christian leaders step up and 

reevaluate their Bible class program and make some much-needed changes. Notice I said change 

the program and not the Word! 

An honest evaluation reveals we have some serious work to do—and to be quite honest, 

I’m not 100% what the answer is. I do know our current approach is failing miserably.  Our 

children are welcomed into Bible classes where watered-down material is purchased with little 

thought to a long-term vision or goal. They “color, cut, and paste” and have little sheets to take 



home—sheets that oftentimes are quickly thrown away. When they hit the jr. high years, we 

begin filling their minds with facts—and having mastered the art of memorizing factoids our 

children respond beautifully. As long as our children are baptized by age 15 (or so), no one 

becomes worried or concerned about what actual Bible “knowledge” they possess. High school 

classes add more factoids and topical studies, and add some “entertainment” to try to keep the 

kids, and then we pat ourselves on the back for a job well done. 

But is it? Really? Ask a young person what is reason for the hope that is in them (1 Peter 

3:15) and be prepared to hear the crickets. After all, you did not ask them a “factoid” question. 

Ask a young person about their relationship with God and Christ and listen closely to what you 

hear. Ask a young person to defend their faith or ask why they believe what they believe. In 

other words, ask a young person something besides superficial trivia and see what response you 

get. 

The public school system is a failed model. Maybe it is time the church stop trying to 

mirror this failed model and, instead, adopt a true “No Child Left Behind” program. Maybe it is 

time we stimulate our children with real learning and make God’s Word real to them. 


