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“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 

searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 

indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to 

them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to 

you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 

into which angels long to look.” 1 Peter 1:10-12 

 

The saying is, “Hindsight is 20/20.” The ability to look to the past and make a decision (knowing 

now what we didn’t know then) or cast judgment as a “Monday morning quarterback” is a luxury 

that is reserved for many who are usually not engaged in the battle. However, there is one major bit 

of “hindsight” that is extremely valuable, yet we take it for granted on a routine basis—a bit of 

hindsight that many who came before us would have loved to have had. 

 

When we consider men such as Jacob or David, or prophets such as Elijah or Isaiah, we recognize 

the valuable role they played in the overall plan of redemption and the establishment of the Church. 

However, these men were without the knowledge that we possess today. With their limited 

knowledge and understanding they could only see a small portion of the beautiful plan God had put 

into place.  

 

Even those men who penned the Gospel accounts did not fully comprehend the total picture. For 

them, it was like staring at a magnificent picture from only a few inches away. They had only a 

limited visual scope. What they could see was wonderful—but imagine what they would have felt 

had they been able to take 2-3 steps back. 

 

Today, we are afforded the luxury of seeing the big picture—a piece of handiwork that is 

unparalleled in beauty and significance. We have the complete story at our fingertips. It is the 

subject of much controversy, and is the all-time best seller: The Bible. The inspired, literally “God-

breathed” Word. 

 

Never has a volume received as much attention or criticism—and rightly so. If it is truly God-

breathed, it holds the key to an eternity in heaven. If not, it will reign as the biggest lie in human 

history. 

 

Sadly, as society progresses boldly into the 21
st
 century, the attitude and general opinion on this 

book have changed. Many now refer to it simply as a “good book” with some “good teachings,” and 

fewer and fewer recognize it to be literal. When once Christians were able to quote verses from 

memory, today many have trouble even comprehending the contents of The Book. “Intellectual” 

professors and media elites have planted seeds of doubt as they assert that the Bible is not inerrant 

or to be taken literally.  And some among us have allowed those seeds to germinate within their 

hearts and minds. 

 

Given the direction our society seems determined to pursue, it is no surprise that many have 

attacked the validity of God’s Word. Many who profess the name Christian have—either 

consciously or subconsciously—deleted Scriptures that do not fit their lifestyle. Our culture wants 

to take a buffet approach to the Bible—we take what we want, and leave the rest. Within our 



lifetime Bibles have been stripped from school classrooms, challenged in the courtroom and now 

have even been cast aside as American politicians choose to be sworn into office using the Koran. 

 

So where does the Bible stand in 2007? Is it still relevant today? Can we prove the Bible is inspired 

of God—and is it the only book on the planet to hold that position? This month we invite you to not 

only study The Book, but we also hope you will enjoy increasing your knowledge about the Bible 

itself—how it was edited and how we indeed know it is from God. The first step in teaching a 

friend, neighbor, or family member the Truth regarding Christianity is to make sure they accept the 

Bible as the inspired Word of God. If they do not, our efforts will be fruitless. 

 

When one recognizes the Bible for what it truly is—God’s Word revealed to us today—then the 

magnitude of the situation becomes apparent. If we really desire a relationship with God, we must 

know what He expects of us. The way in which He communicates with us today is through His 

Word. For the Bible, there are no shortcuts; there are no “Cliffsnotes.” It is simply a matter of 

digging deeply into His Word to discern which direction we should proceed. Today, we do have the 

luxury of hindsight. So, what direction are you going? Is His Word a lamp to your feet – guiding 

your path of life? We hope that you will take some time to think on these things. 

 

Jim and Brad 


