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“The foundation stone of national life is, and ever must be, the high individual character 

of the average citizen.” ~ Theodore Roosevelt, 1906 

 

When you pause to think about America and her citizens, what comes to mind? Do your 

thoughts center on America’s problems, her shortcomings, and her negatives? How much 

consideration do you give to her strengths, opportunities, and achievements? It seems there is 

plenty wrong with America today. Based on most news reports, her citizens’ morality is 

declining rapidly, the broader economy is weakened dramatically, her politicians often lack 

integrity, and her foundation based in principled adherence to a strict code of discipline and 

honor has been eroded by secular humanism and atheism. Are you actually going to do anything 

about it? Is there anything left to like about America? 

A little over 100 years ago in a speech presented to the House of Representatives in 1906, 

Theodore Roosevelt spoke about the “Man with the Muck-Rake” from Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 

Progress. Roosevelt praised the “Man with the Muck-Rake” as representing those who focused 

their attention on all that is vile and debasing in society, calling it out, and seeking to rectify the 

evils being done. He continued,   

…the men with the muck-rakes are often indispensable to the well-being of society; 

but only if they know when to stop raking the muck, and to look upward to the 

celestial crown above them, to the crown of worthy endeavor. There are beautiful 

things above and round about them; and if they gradually grow to feel that the 

whole world is nothing but muck, their power of usefulness is gone.  

…there is any amount of good in the world, and there never was a time when loftier 

and more disinterested work for the betterment of mankind was being done than 

now. The forces that tend for evil are great and terrible but the forces of truth and 



love and courage and honesty and generosity and sympathy are also stronger than 

ever before. It is a foolish and timid, no less than wicked, thing to blink the fact that 

the forces of evil are strong, but it is even worse to fail to take into account the 

strength of the forces that tell for good. 

Yes, in America (and truthfully, all across the world) there are negatives on which we can 

center our thoughts and claim that things are bad, getting worse, and perhaps are maybe worse 

than ever. Face it: we live in a fallen world. But is it possible that we think things are so bad 

because that is all we think about? Put another way: Is it possible that we take for granted so 

much good that is available to America’s citizenry that we forget the good only to concentrate on 

the bad? Put yet another way, the truth is that America (good or bad) is what we make of it. 

America can and will be great when and where Christians are being the positive leavening 

influence they should be. 

Recently, a missionary to a violence-marred country commented on the state of things in 

America. After a one week visit to the States, he observed, “Your elderly drive to worship, walk 

inside the building, worship, then return to their cars and drive themselves home—with no one to 

watch after them or take care of them! In my country this could not happen.” Why? Because of 

the tremendous amount of violent crime in his land. Do we take for granted the level of freedom 

and relative peace we enjoy? 

Christians practicing righteousness within the environment provided by liberty is what 

makes America great. Religious freedom allows people to assemble to study the Bible, worship 

freely, teach others the Truth, and exercise compassionate benevolence to the truly poor. Today’s 

increasing hostility toward Christianity notwithstanding, political freedom means men and 

women of high moral integrity have the opportunity to shape policies that are beneficent toward 

America’s citizens (and that enhance a positive environment for Christianity to flourish). The 

daily freedoms we enjoy, whether it is to go to a place of employment to earn a living for our 

families, start a business that helps others and earns income, obtain an education, or pursue 

varying courses of interest are blessings we often take for granted.  

In America, we have tremendous blessings at our fingertips. In America, we are blessed 

with rights, privileges, and opportunities unseen in past generations and most countries even 

today. However, along with the rights and blessings come responsibilities. Christians are 



responsible for taking the Gospel into all the world. This includes our own communities. If 

America is not what she should be, it is high time for Christians to shine forth the light of the 

Gospel in the clear and compelling way God originally intended. We must stop overlooking sin 

and identify it for what it truly is—an abomination to God. It starts with Christians being 

different and continues with an explanation of why. If we shine as lights in this dark world, hope 

springs eternal. In America, we still enjoy the freedom to make positive changes for good. There 

is plenty of work to be done. Ask yourself, besides thinking about how bad things are, “What am 

I doing to make things better?” As always, we pray that you will think on these things. 


