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Doing My Duty to God and Country 
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“If you are not governed by God, you will be ruled by tyrants” William Penn, 1681. 

“We electors have an important constitutional power placed in our hands: we have a check upon 

two branches of the legislature, as each branch has upon the other two; the power I mean of 

electing at stated periods, one branch, which branch has the power of electing another. It 

becomes necessary to every subject then, to be in some degree a statesman: and to examine and 

judge for himself of the tendencies of political principles and measures” John Adams, 1763 

“Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the 

privilege and interest of our Christian nation, to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.” 

John Jay (1745-1829) Continental Congress 1776-1778, First Chief Justice to the U. S. Supreme 

Court. 

 “When you become entitled to exercise the right of voting for public officers, let it be impressed 

on your mind that God commands you to choose for rulers, "just men who will rule in the fear of 

God." The preservation of government depends on the faithful discharge of this duty; if the 

citizens neglect their duty and place unprincipled men in office, the government will soon be 

corrupted; laws will be made, not for the public good so much as for selfish or local purposes; 

corrupt or incompetent men will be appointed to execute the laws; the public revenues will be 

squandered on unworthy men; and the rights of the citizens will be violated or disregarded. If a 

republican government fails to secure public prosperity and happiness, it must be because the 

citizens neglect the divine commands, and elect bad men to make and administer the laws” Noah 

Webster, 1832.  

“Impress upon children the truth that the exercise of the elective franchise is a social duty of as 

solemn a nature as man can be called to perform; that a man may not innocently trifle with his 

vote; that every elector is a trustee as well for others as himself and that every measure he 

supports has an important bearing on the interests of others as well as on his own.” Daniel 

Webster, 1840. 

 “Now more than ever the people are responsible for the character of their Congress. If that 

body be ignorant, reckless, and corrupt, it is because the people tolerate ignorance, recklessness, 

and corruption. If it be intelligent, brave, and pure, it is because the people demand these high 

qualities to represent them in the national legislature. . . . [I]f the next centennial does not find 

us a great nation . . . it will be because those who represent the enterprise, the culture, and the 

morality of the nation do not aid in controlling the political forces.” James Garfield, 1877. 

“When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when a wicked man rules, people groan” 

(Proverbs 29:2). 
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"America was born a Christian nation. America was born to exemplify that devotion to the 

elements of righteousness which are derived from the revelations of Holy Scriptures. Ladies and 

gentlemen, I have a very simple thing to ask of you. I ask of every man and woman in this 

audience that from this night on they will realize that part of the destiny of America lies in their 

daily perusal of this great book of revelations. That if they would see America free and pure they 

will make their own spirits free and pure by this baptism of the Holy Scripture." Woodrow 

Wilson, 1911, pre-Presidential campaign speech. 

  “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). “Righteousness exalts a 

nation; but sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov. 14:34). 

 

  In a democratic republic, such as we have in the United States, we are given the privilege 

to elect our leaders. Unlike Israel of old, we do not have kings that inherited their position. Many 

good men gave their lives so that we would not have to bow the knee to the British monarchy. If 

we can choose our president, perhaps we need to think about what kind of president (or any other 

official) we want in office. 

  How sad it would be to have a man or woman in office that did not know God or did not 

stay in touch with God! We need Bible-reading, praying officials in government. We need 

officials who value life for all, who will keep their word, who will punish evildoers, who will 

help the needy with compassion, and who will fight our enemies with courage. Solomon said, 

“Like a bad tooth and an unsteady foot is confidence in a faithless man in time of trouble” (Prov. 

25:19). 

 

What can we do in this election year? 

 

Pray that “the wicked shall not rule the godly, lest the godly be forced to do wrong” 

(Psalm 125:3). “If a ruler pays attention to falsehood, all his ministers become wicked” (Prov. 

29:12). 

Become informed. The wise man is crowned with knowledge (Prov. 14:18). We need to 

know what those who are running for office believe and what they will do if elected. 

Elect godly people. In a recent presidential election, more than 16 million Christians 

failed to vote. We can and should do better. We should not be afraid as citizens to speak out our 

convictions. Solomon said, “When the wicked increase, transgression increases” (Prov. 29:16). 

Encourage others to take their duties as Christian citizens seriously.  

Christians should write letters to the editor, write their state and federal officials on issues 

they consider vital to the moral well-being of this nation. 

Christians should pray for their governmental leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-2), that all might lead a 

quiet and tranquil life. 

Christians should obey the laws, pay their lawful taxes, and live at peace with all men 

(Rom. 13:1-7).  

Realize that your vote counts. It is widely thought that officials are elected by a majority 

of the people. Citizens, however, elect their candidates by the voting majority. The voting 

majority, because so many people fail to vote, can often be a minority of those eligible to vote. 

When you exercise your right to vote, you become one of the decision makers. You can make 

your vote matter. In 1978, for instance, only 35 percent of the electorate voted; and the majority 

party of Congress was put in place by only 19 percent of eligible voters. 
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  God has given us a wonderful opportunity to exercise our Christian influence and choose 

the people we believe will make a difference. Today we are facing a cultural and spiritual war 

between good and evil. We must take our stand and vote for what is right and for our Christian 

values. If we do not vote, we can be assured that godless people will. If Christians do not elect 

godly and moral people, then ungodly people will elect their candidates. Their candidates will 

propose and vote for the very things that will rob Christians of their freedoms and their values. 

  When Solomon dedicated the temple, he prayed to God. God answered that prayer and 

said, “And (if) My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My 

face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land”  (2 Chron. 7:14). More than ever, America needs God to heal the land. 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


