
Control Of The Wheel 

  

   My daughter turns 15 today and this afternoon I’ll take her (hesitantly) to the Court House so 

she can take a driver’s test with the hopes of receiving her “driver’s permit.” In many ways I’m 

hoping she fails, but the reality is, whether she passes or fails today, she will ultimately have 

control of the wheel. The sooner I come to grips with this reality, the better off I’ll be. 

  

   I’m going to do all I can to help her be the best driver she can be. I’ll show her the safe and 

proper way to operate a vehicle. I’ll teach her the importance of being a defensive driver, to 

watch the cars in front of her, as well as the vehicles beside and behind her. I’ll show her when 

to apply the brakes and when to accelerate (when to stop and when to go). I want her to fully 

understand what it means to be at the control of the wheel. 

  

   What scares me is I’ll not teach her everything there is to know and that somewhere down 

the road she’ll fail because I did not fully equip her. True, she will ultimately be responsible for 

knowing all there is to know and properly implementing that knowledge. But in the meantime, 

it is my responsibility as a loving parent to lay out all the facts and build a solid and secure 

foundation so that when she grasps that wheel for the first time without my presence, she’ll 

make the right choices. 

  

   No doubt, by now, you who are reading see where I’m going with this. It’s not really about my 

daughter receiving her “driver’s permit;” rather, it’s about her receiving her “eternal life 



permit.” Our children are a gift from God (Psa. 127:3). But they’ll only be children for so long. 

They’re going to grow up and eventually have full control of their own wheel, so to speak. It’s 

imperative that we prepare them for the road ahead by properly equipping them with the 

fundamental facts that they’ll need- God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15). While they’re young, they need 

to learn what is right and what is wrong, when to stop and when to go. They need to learn to be 

ever alert of the dangers surrounding them and how to avoid potential spiritual tragedy. True, 

our kids will soon be in total control of the wheel and responsible for the decisions they make. 

I’ll not answer for my daughter or son in Judgment (Ezek. 18; 2 Cor. 5:10). But I will answer for 

the direction I laid for them while I was at control of the wheel! 
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