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Biblical Love  

 

 

There is a unique Greek word for love, which in all forms is found some 320 times in the 

New Testament. For the purpose of this little article we are interested in making a fair 

attempt to define and almost indefinable word, and then make the point found in our title. 

According to information gleaned from the Theological Lexicon of the New Testament, 

(pp. 11-15) this word for love- agapē- denotes a rational kind of love- a love resulting 

from careful consideration and reasoning. It involves recognition and judgment of value. 

It is a form of deep appreciation and respect attached to a sense of friendship or brotherly 

love. This form of love is far higher than mere emotion; it is connected with beneficence. 

It is constant, even when one thinks in terms of enemies (Matthew 5:44). It is the kind of 

love that allows the Christian to be angry and not sin (Ephesians 4:26). It is a beneficent 

good will that never wishes any harm to come to any person either mentally, emotionally, 

physically, or above all spiritually. It goes out of its way to see that those toward whom it 

is directed are never hurt, inasmuch as a human being is capable of doing that. It is the 

kind of love that gives us our sense of “ought” for the good of others. Paul described is at 

length in 1 Corinthians 13. 

 

When we consider the meanings of this word, we conclude that agapē is used in the New 

Testament because of its great value in retarding sin. Let us illustrate. If a man truly loves 

his wife; if they are true and best friends; if he loves her with the kind of love of which 

we have just spoken, he will never “cheat” on her, because agapē would cause him to 

remember the immeasurable hurt he would bring to her, and the rest of his family, when 

she gains knowledge of his unfaithfulness. A caring and loving husband, a true Christian, 

will not want to bring that kind of emotional pain to anyone, and like Joseph of old will 

ask, “how can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” Consequently, he will 

rebuke the Tempter- refusing to allow Satan to destroy the happiness of so many people. 

The deep biblical love he has for his wife and family will keep him from sinning against 

them, hence, biblical love has retarded sin! 

 

Consider the changes that would occur in our society if true agapē were found in the 

hearts of would-be pedophiles, ephebophiles, and other who prey on the young and 

innocent, sexually. If every person who has children truly loved them with the love of 

which our Bibles speak, just think how much sin would be retarded! It staggers the 

imagination! If agapē could be found just in the hearts of those who claim to be 

Christians, sin would be so retarded in our society that seldom would the Bride of Christ 

ever be disgraced by the actions of her people. Rarely would Jesus be ill-spoken of by 

those who watch our lives in order to find cause to speak evil of the Son of God who died 

of the cross for us. The Body of Christ fairly cries out for more true biblical love. 

 

 

 



We must strive, however, to never wallow in sentimentality and call it love. We must 

remove all permissiveness toward sin in the name of love. True biblical love does not 

permit, endorse, excuse or countenance sin. On the contrary, with all the gentleness of a 

mother caring for a nursing child, to use one of Paul’s figures of speech, biblical love 

cries out against all manner of evil everywhere. It demands the best from us in 

demonstrating our very best toward others. Let us cultivate agapē in our own lives and 

teach our children to do the same that we may be this children of our Father in Heaven 

(Matthew 5:48). True love retards sin- it never encourages it! 


