
Better To Wear Out Than To Rust Out 

  

   Have you ever been asked, “How are you doing?” and responded by saying, “I’m completely 

wore out!” All of us have felt this way at one time or another. Work-related responsibilities, 

chores at home, running from here to there, etc. have a way of wearing us down emotionally 

and physically. At the end of the day, we just want to climb into our beds and rest up so that we 

can be recharged to do it all again the next day. 

  

   I was talking to a Christian gentleman recently and telling him how wore out I felt as of late 

due to the extra responsibilities I’d taken on in my kingdom labors. His response: “Better to 

wear out than to rust out.” I thought about that for a long while. What a statement! God wants 

His people busy working for Him (Mat. 20:1ff; Gal. 6:9-10; Jam. 2:18ff). Jesus Himself said, “I 

must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh when no man can 

work” (John 9:4). And it wasn’t until Calvary, after He’d completed all He had come to do, that 

He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). 

  

   Are we wearing out, or rusting out? Wearing out is a result of continued usage. Rusting out is 

a result of inactivity. It’s time God’s people got busy! There’s much work to do. Jesus said, “The 

harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 

that he will send forth laborers into his harvest” (Mat. 9:37-38). There will be no “rust” in 

heaven (Mat. 6:20). Only those who’ve “worn themselves out” for Christ in this life will be 

rewarded with eternal life (1 Cor. 15:50ff). 
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