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There was a time in my married life that I had all the answers concerning the proper way 

to rear children…that was before I had any children of my own. However, as many of you can 

attest, our children do not come with instructions. I am sure all of us have faced the stark reality 

of bringing our new “bundle of joy” home from the hospital and thinking to ourselves, “What do 

I do now?” Almost 26 years later, I must admit I still have more questions than answers; 

however, I know God will bless our efforts to rear our children. It is the prayer of us as Christian 

parents to know that we will be able to spend eternity with our children in Heaven as we share 

the redeemed life that was purchased by our Lord and Savior. It is with that prayer in mind that I 

offer this “B.A.S.I.C.” advice concerning keeping our children pure.  

B—Balance 

As we consider our efforts to rear godly children, one of the first attributes we need to 

consider is the concept of balance. Each of us can attest to the fact that we have witnessed 

parents (and other groups of individuals) who have appeared to be way out of balance when it 

comes to their attitudes and actions. We have seen extremes on each end. Almost every decision 

a parent makes requires one to consider the “balance” between two extremes. How much time do 

I devote to work versus how much time do I spend with my children? Where is the balance 

point? How much do I protect them from the dangers the world can present versus how much do 

I allow them to be exposed? (This balance point can change with age.) Of the five attributes we 

are going to consider, this is probably the most difficult to determine. Every parent has a 

different perspective on how to achieve balance in his children’s lives. I cannot instruct any 

parent on where that balance point occurs. However, just being mindful that we need to try to 

achieve balance will go a long way toward trying to provide a secure, yet nurturing/challenging 

environment for our children. Think back to those individuals who have had a major influence on 

your life. Some were positive and provided a great example to follow as you consider your 

parental responsibilities. On the other hand, we have had negative examples that have impacted 

our lives as well. Let’s use even the negative experiences to teach us lessons we can modify to 



benefit our children. God has promised us, “…we know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). So, as 

we approach the question of how to determine the balance we need to provide in the lives of our 

children, let’s ask God to help us determine how to find this balance point and present it to our 

children. 

A—Apologize   

This one might catch you by surprise. We are not going to be 100% perfect in our 

attempts to rear our children. We make mistakes…sometimes very big mistakes. However, we 

can teach our children a very valuable lesson when we admit to our mistakes, apologize to them 

(or to whomever we have wronged), and then continue to mature in our Christian lives. John told 

his readers, “…if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another 

and the blood of Jesus, His son, purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  We are going to sin. And 

our children see it when we do. However, admitting this to them and demonstrating a godly 

repentance can serve as a valuable lesson to them. This action will let them know that when they 

sin, and they certainly will, they can continue to “walk in the light.” One of Satan’s greatest tools 

is discouragement. Let’s keep the goal of spending eternity with our children before us and teach 

them the proper manner to respond when we do fail in our Christian walk. 

S—Support    

Let your children know you support them in their various activities and interests. Do they 

have a piano recital? Try to attend and show them the support for their hard work. Are they into 

sports? Try to be there with encouraging words and positive support for their efforts. What is 

important to each child? Try to determine the answer to that question, and then, within the scope 

of your ability, support their efforts. This one attribute is extremely difficult because it usually 

requires a time commitment on our part. Very few of us have the type of jobs where our children 

can work alongside us. (This was much more common in our earlier generations and in the 

Biblical times when the father/son or mother/daughter spent the majority of the day together.)  

Now we have to make a special effort to spend time with our children and let them know we 

support what is important to them. The time we spend in this endeavor can be extremely 

valuable.  

I—Individual 



Remember each child is a unique individual and has special talents and abilities. I have 

always been amazed at how different our children are in their personalities and gifts. Each child 

is different and will have special needs and areas in which they focus their attention. We can do 

serious harm when we try to “force” each child into our own preconceived molds or try to insist 

that each child will follow the course of the one who went before them. Be grateful that God has 

given each of your children a unique personality and spirit. Yes, this adds an additional challenge 

as parents, but it is what makes each family special. Our physical families are much like the 

family of God. We all have unique talents and abilities, but our individuality is what makes our 

families whole (1 Corinthians 12). 

C—Consistent 

Our influence in the lives of our children will be impacted by our consistent behavior and 

examples. It is the example they see day in and day out that is going to have the greatest impact 

on how we influence them. We all know people who can “talk the talk” but do not “walk the 

walk.” We might be able to fool some people who only see us in brief periods of time, but this 

will not work with our children. They see us through all types of activities and situations. Does 

our faith and trust in God show in good times as well as bad? Do our words match with the 

lifestyles we present? Do I try to live a life that demonstrates that I trust in the Lord and want His 

will over my own? A consistent example of trying to serve our Lord and His people will have a 

tremendous influence in the lives of our children. (Please don’t confuse this with the feeling that 

we must be “perfect.” See A above.) Our focus on eternal matters and trying to determine God’s 

will for our lives and the lives of our family will result in that consistent example that we all 

desire to model for our children. 

May God richly bless our efforts to rear our children to honor, respect, and love the One 

who gave His life so that we can spend eternity together! 

 

 


