
At The Cross With A Centurion 

  

"Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, ‘Certainly this was a 

righteous man'"(Luke 23:47). 

  

   Have you ever stopped to consider what inspiration has to say about several first century 

Roman centurions? These elite Roman legionaries were the backbone of the Roman army. They 

were proven veterans of war selected by their superiors to lead a regiment of men. 

Interestingly, several Roman centurions are mentioned in Sacred Script, including the one who 

asked Jesus to heal his servant (Luke 7:1ff), Cornelius, the first Gentile convert (Acts 10:1ff), 

Julius, the centurion who was placed in charge of Paul on his voyage to Rome (Acts 27:1ff), and 

of course, the above cited centurion who was in charge during Christ's crucifixion (Luke 23:47). 

Consider what inspiration reveals to us about this man. 

  

   First, we are given a glimpse into what he SAW. Having been assigned to "crucifixion duty," 

this centurion, along with his men, was stationed near the cross. Think of it! He saw an angry 

mob, darkness at high noon, the veil of the temple torn in two, an earthquake, and tombs 

opened and the dead walking about. Mark, in his gospel narrative states, "He stood facing 

Christ" (Mark 15:39). Simply put, he saw the crucified Christ! 

  

   Second, we are given a glimpse into what he SHOWED. Luke says that "he praised God" (Luke 

23:47). Simply, this man showed humility. Interestingly, the Greek tense of this word suggests 

continued action; that is, he kept praising God. For a man of his position to do what he did 

speaks volumes relative to his humbleness of heart. 

  

   Third, we are given a glimpse into what he SAID. The English Standard Versions translates 

Luke's gospel as follows: "Certainly this man was innocent!" Matthew writes, "Truly this was the 

Son of God" (Mat. 27:54)! In this profound statement, the centurion affirmed two things: the 

innocency and identity of Christ! 



  

   The centurion stood and beheld the One who had been condemned, and yet walked away as 

though he himself had been on trial. So it will be for all mankind on the day of Judgement. May 

we not stand before Him condemned; rather, let's prepare ourselves now by seeing the 

crucified Christ, showing all humbleness of heart, and stating our faith in Him by submitting to 

His will! 
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